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' HAD lately the Happinefs,on two ſeveral 

Occaſions, of being preſent in Company, 
where the Writings of BAR $SWEDENBORG 
were the Subject of Converſation. The 
chief Speakers were a young Man, whom, 
on Account of his ſingular Modeſty, Can- 
dour, and good Senſe, I ſhall at preſent call 
SOPHRON, and an elderly Country Clergy- 
man, whom I ſhall beg Leave to introduce to 
you under the Name of PRHLLADELTHus, by 
Reaſon of his unbounded Charity and Be- 
nevolence, 

The Company ſeemed attenjive to the 
Converſation, and were too much intereſted 
in it to endeavour to divert it to any other 
Subject; and I, for my own Part, was ſo ful- 
ly ſatisfied with what was ſaid, and it made 
ſuch an Impreſſion on my Mind, that when - 
came home I determined to write it down; 
and I herewith ſend you a Copy of what I 
have written, in the Way of Dialogue be- 
tweea the two Speakers abovementioned, be- 
lieving it to contain, as nearly as poſſible, the 

Subſtance 
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ſeeking rather to M ND THEIR Hearts, 

than to FILL THEIR HraDs WITH MERE 
KnowLeDee. He fays that much Science, 
eſpecially of holy Things, if it be not well 
qualified by Humility and Charity, produces 
SPIRITUAL INTOXICATION, and that more re- 
al Miſchief comes from ſuchaHEATRDINTEM- 
PERATE ZEAL in Favour of what is called 
Truth, before it is well tempered with Char- 
ity, through Humility, Submiſſion, and Obe- 
dience, than from almoſt any other Source. 
Hence, he has often told me, he dates the 
Birth of PxRSECUTIoNS, HERESIES, ScHis us, 
and SEC TARIES of divers Kinds, with all that 
Variety of EXTERNAL. CHAN ES, RxJec- 
TIONS OF OLD FoRMus or WorsH1P, and 
ADoPT1ONs OF NEW Ox Es, which, in all 
Ages, under an Appearance of reforming the 
Church, have left it as unſanctified as before, 
only changed in Name and Rituals, but not 
in Power and Effect. PriLaDeLenvs there- 
fore moſt affectionately recommends it to all, 
who read the Writings of Baron Sweden- 
borg, to be ſure to underſtand them aright, 
and to join to ſuch Underſtanding ſound 
Charity, Sobriety of Mind, and Diſcreetneſs, 
through Obedience, before they go forth, 
either * or privately, to make them 
- known 


(wit | 
known to others, leſt their Zeal for the 
Truth being wiTHouT KnowLzDoe, they 
ſhould do more Harm than Good. He ad- 
'viſes alſo," rather to have Reſpect to the 
Principle of - Good in others, than to their 
particular Sentiments and Opinions; for he 


contends, that all who are truly 6ooD are 
RIGHT, or ſoon will be fo, and that if they 
are not GOOD, or DESIROUS to become fo, it 
matters not what they BELIEVE, THINK or 
' KNOW, - 4 «by = 
PHrILADELPHUS has the moſt conſolatory 
enlarged Views of the NRW JsRUSALEM 
Diſpenſation pointed at in the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg. He ſays, nz pouBTs 
Nor but ſooner or later it will become Un1- 
'VERSAL, extending to and bleſſing ALL Na- 
TIONs, PEOPLE, and LancuaAces, being un- 
confined to any PARTICULAR Forms or 
Rituals of external Worſhip, and yet tending 
to purify and exalt ALL, by directing them 
to their proper End, the Knowledge and the 
Love of -JESUS CHRIST. © Whoſoever 
(fays he) in any Part of the Earth, or in ex- 
ternal Communion with any Church, wor- 
ſhips the Lox D Gop, the Redeemer in Spirit 
and in Truth, keeping his Commandments 
of Love and Charity, and bringing forth the 
| Fruits 
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Fruits thereof in his Life and Actions, he 
belongs to the TRUE Chuscn of JESUS. 
CHRIST, is a Member of his Body, : and an 
Heir of his Kingdom.“ It gives Pat.apzL- 
PHUS therefore much Concern, when he hears 


of any who (contending for Forms and ex- 


ternal Expreſſions of Worſhip) are zealous 
and eager about CAN ES in ſuch outward 
Things. It is his common ſaying on ſuch 
Occaſions, “ The natural Man will be bufy 
min his own ELEMENTRH;“ to which he ſome- 
times adds, 4 Change of Words and 


Forms of Worſhip has a fine Sound, and 
makes a fair Show before Men, but God ſecks 


and loves a Change of Hearts and Lives 2” 
And therefore he earneſtly counſels all the 
Readers of the Writings of Baron Sweden- 
borg, in this Reſpect rather to regard Purity 


of Heart and Life, as the EssENTTIAL. Wor- 


ſhip in which God moſt delights, telling 
them that To THe PURE ALL '[HINGs ARE 
PURE; and preſfing upon them the Obſerv- 
ance of thoſe Words of the Lord, © Cleanſe 
firſt that which is within the Cup and-Plat- 
ter, that the Outſide of them may be clean 
alſo,” Matt. xxili. 25. Nevertheleſs, PI- 
LADELPHUS is of Opinion, that ſooner or lat- 
er, as genuine Truth becomes more general- 


ly 
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ly known and praiſed, it will exert its ſalu- 
tary Influence even upon the ExTErnaLls 
of Worſhip in every Chriſtian Church. But 
this he ſays can only be effected gradually 
according to Order, and by Perſons who 
have Authority to change Human Ordinan- 
ces, and at all Events muſt be done with ſin- 
gular Pruderice and Caution, otherwiſe 1t 
will be attended with miſchievous Conſe- 
quences ; and therefore he adviſes all, in this 
Reſpect, to wait patiently the Lord's own 
Time, and the Operations of his Providence, 
not running faſter in their own Spirits than 
the Will of God leads them, but sUBMIT- 
TING TO THE ORDINANCES OF MAN rox 
THE LorRD's SAKE, under a full Aſſurance, 
that howſoever imperfect their preſent Ex- 
TERNALS OF WoRSHIP may be, they them- 
ſelves are accepted in the Sight of JESUS 
CHRIST, provided only they be ſincere in 
the Uſe of them, having a true Reſpe& 
therein to this ALuicHTY FATHER and RE- 
DEEMER OF van, ang to his Command- 
ments. 

Such are — of PHILADELPHUS! leading 
Sentuments, and as I conceived them to be 
agreeable to your own, I have therefore ſent 
you a copy of the Dialogues, in which you 

| will 
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will ſee them. further enlarged on, with an 
Addition of others, which may perhaps give 
you equal Pleaſure. __ 

If it ſhould appear to you, that theſe Dia- 
logues may be any Means either of recom - 
mending, or of preventing the Abuſe of, the | 
valuable Writings. in Queſtion, you are at 
Liberty to communicate them to your private 
Friends, or to the Public, in any Way that 


you May judge moſt expedient. . q 
1 remain, with al deres, + | 
Teens &c. 
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SoPHRON and PHILADELPHUS, 


VV have read then all the Writings of Baron 
Swedenborg ? 1 RY 
Puk. All his 8 Writings which have 
been publiſhed, and I believe the moſt material of his 
PuiLosorHIcAT Works. . | | 
Sorn. Was the Author then a Philoſopher as well 
as a Theologian ? | | 
Part, Natural Philoſophy appears to have been 
the favourite Purſuit of his early Years, and he ſoon 
attracted the Attention of the learned World by his 
various Publications on Philoſophical Subjects. 
Soru. Pray, Sir, may I aſk what were the Titles 
of his Philoſophical Works? | 
Pair. Of thoſe which I have ſeen, one of the moſt 
important and voluminous is entitled, Wor xs Pui- 
Loo pas AND 1 It was JIE Wer 
e Author's own Inſpection, part at Leipſic, part at 
Dreſden, in three Volumes Folio, in the OI 
Another Work equally important, tho” not ſo large, 
is entitled the CEcoxnony or THe Animal Kixcpon, 
in two Parts, printed at Amſterdam in the Years 
1740and 1741,in Quarto. Another has for its Title, 
Tux Aninmat Kixcpon, in three Parts, one Part 
printed at the Hague, and the other at — in 
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the Years 1744 and 1745, in Quarto. The above 
Works were written in Latin; and beſides theſe 
ſeveral other Philoſophical Pieces were publiſhed. by 
him, ſome in Latin, and ſome. in the Swediſh Lan- 
ge, which I never read. The Titles however 

ve been communicated to me, and are as follow : 

I. Dxparvs HyytrBorEvs STOCKHOLMIE, 1716, 
1717, 1718, in Quarto, in ſix parts, conſiſting of 
Eſſays and Remarks on ſome Branches of Mathe- 
matics and Philoſophy. | e 
II. An Introduction to Algebra, under the Title 
of the Art of the Rules, publithed in the Year 1717. 

ITI. An Attempt towards fixing the Value of 
Money, and finding a Standard for Meaſures, in ſuch 
a Manner as to ſuppreſs Fractions, and thus facili- 
tate Calculation. Tf A * q 
IV. On the Poſition and Motion of the Earth and 
the other Planets, 1719. | | n 

V. Of che Heighth of the Tides, with Proofs 
drawn from Facts in Sweden, to ſhew that the Flux 
and Reflux of the Sea was greater formerly than it 
is at preſent, 1719. | | 

VI. An Eſſay on the Principles of Natural Things, 
or the Way to explain Experimental Philoſophy by 
Geometry and Chemiſtry. 
VII. New Obſervations. and Diſcoveries on Fire 
and on Iron, but more particularly on the Nature of 
elementary Fire, together with a new Form for con- 
ſtructing of Chimnies. vw 
VIII. A New Method of diſcovering the Longi- 
tude, whether at Sea or on Land, by the Moon. 

IX. Miſcellaneous Obſervations, or a Collection of 
Obſervations on different Objects of natural Hiſtory, 
particularly on Minerals, on Fire, on the Strata of 
Mountains, and an Eſſay on Chriſtalization: There 
are befides theſe ſome other ſmall Tracts of leſs Im- 
portance. 


o 


Zorn. If you, would not think me too inquiſitive, I 


ſhould be glad to be informed more particularly con- 
| cerning 
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cerning the Nature of Baron Swedenborg's Philoſo. 
phy, and the Subjects of the Works which you have 
read, as I:thould with to be acquainted with every 
Circumſtance that _ help me to form a right 
Judgment of ſo extraordinary a Man ; and it appears 
to me that if his Philoſophy be ſound and conſiſtent, 
and ſupported by ſolid principles, it will be a ſtrong 
Argument in favour of his Theology. 

NIL. If I may be allowed to form a Judgment 
from what I have read, you will find the Philoſoph- 
ical Works of Baron Swedenborg full of ſolid Reaſon- 
ing and deep Inveſtigation ; at the fame Time you 
will admire the Order and methodical Arrangement 
in which he hath treated his ſeveral Subjects. His 
Genius was molt penetrating and comprehenſive ; he 
was not contented with a ſuperficial View of Nature's 
Operations, but dived into her Depths and inmoſt 
Receſſes, whence he hath brought up many Pearls of 
natural Knowledge for thoſe, who have the Curioſ- 
ity to ſearch for, and the Judgment to diſcern their 
Value. He was not however a SrIT-rAuqur Phil- 
oſopher. He had enriched and enlarged his Under- 
ſtanding with the Writings of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
Authors, on their reſpective Subjects, in the ſeveral 
Countries of Europe; ſo that Gzomtrey, Puysics, 
CHEenmiSTRY, ANATOMY, METALLURGY, and the whole 
Train of the Sciences, according to all the Improve- 
ments of modern Diſcovery, ſerved him as Materials 
with which to ere& the well conſtructed Fabric of 
his own Syſtems, His Philoſophy at the ſame Time 
that it enlightens the Underſtanding improves the 
Heart. He did not think it the Province of Science 
to darken the ſublime Truths of Theology; and you 
will therefore always find him referring natural Phæ- 
nomena to ſpiritual Agency. He never loſes Sight 


of the cloſe Connection between the two Worlds of 


Matter and of Spirit; and thus his Syſtem opens to 

the Mind the moſt edifying Speculations, by teaching 

it to conſider —_ viſible Univerſe, with every thing 
that 


Ly 
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that it contains, as a Theatre and Repreſentation of 
that inviſible World from which it firſt derived its 
Exiſtence, and by Connection with which it continn- 
ally ſubſiſts. | vs | 
Soru. You mentioned having read his Book en- 
titled Works PHiLo&0PHICAL anD MINERAL ; pray, 
on; what is the particular Subject and Deſign of that 
ook ? | 
Pair. It contains in the firſt Volume, an Enqui 
into the Principles of natural Things, beginning with 
an Inveſtigation of the Laws of Action in what is 
called, by the Author, the rixsr naTURAL Point, 
or the firſt and moſt individual Limit of fpiritual 
Agency in the World of Nature. The Philoſopher 
next proceeds to the Conſideration of what he calls 
.the rixsT Finite or Marrx with its Activities; 
and hence he deduces the Origin of the Elements, 
with their ſeveral Motions, Figures, Qualities, and 
Modes of Operation. This naturally leads him into 
a curious and intereſting Enquiry into the Exiſtence 
and Nature of the Sun and its Vortex, thè Cauſes 
and Laws of Magnetic Powers, the original Chaos, 
the Formation of the Earth, the firſt State of Para- 
diſe and of Man therein, with other Speculations 
alike entertaining and important; in all which you 
will be at a Lo which to admire moſt, the ſolid 
Learning, the deep Inveſtigation, the mature Judg- 
ment, or the unaffected Piety of the Philoſopher. 
The two other Volumes of this extraordinary Work 
form a complete Syſtem of MxralLuROxv, but with 
more particular Reference to the chemical Opera- 
tions relating to Iron and Copper, in the Peruſal of 
which the curious Chemiſt and practical Mechanic 
will find their Curioſity abundantly gratified and 
their Pains well vided. 828 8859 
Sor. And pray, Sir, what is the particular Subject 
and Deſign of the two other Philoſophical Works, 
which you ſay you have read, the one entitled the 
a AnimmaL 
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Aximat Kincpon, and the other the CEcoxony or 
THE ANIMAL KinGpom ? | 

Pail, They relate to the Structure of the human 
Body and its ſeveral Parts, with their reſpective” 
Uſes ; highly worthy of the Attention of every Lov- 
er of Science, ſor the Subject Matter; the Manner 
in which it is treated; and the ſublime Concluſions 
which are thence deduced. You will there ſee col- 
lated the Experiments and Diſcoveries of the moſt 
celebrated modern Anatomiſts and Naturaliſts, as- 
HeisTerR, WinsLow, Marricius, SWAMMERDAM, 
BokRHAAVR, Cowetr, RuysCHivs, LELUWENHOEK,: 
and others; and you will ſee thoſe Experiments and 
Diſcoveries examined with the moſt diſcrinunating 
Judgment, and the moſt ſublime Reaſouings deduced 
from them according to the Laws of the moſt critic- 
al Analyſis. You will in ſhort find yourſelf led in- 
ſenſibly from a juſt Anatomy to a true and rational 
PsYcyoLOGY, where you will be ſurprized to {ce 
eltabliſhed the moſt important and inſtructive Truths 
relating to the human Spirit, with a Degree of Lvi- 
dence and Conviction which you would imagine the 
Subject incapable of. Every individual human Po- 
dy, according to the Diſcoveries of Baron Sweden- 
borg, conſiſts of ſeveral Orders of Forms, diſtinguith- 
ed from each other according to Degrees of Purity, 
where in the loweſt Degree is the Baſis or Receptacle 
of one ſtill purer and more interior, and this agzin of a 
higher Degree which is the moſt pure and inmoft. 
In this higheſt Degree the human Spirit hath its Re- 
ſidence, being a s8P1RITUAL ORGANIZED Form, corre- | 
{ſponding to that of the Body, and communicating Lite 
thereto, whilſt the Spirit itſelf receiveth Life from the 
ſpiritual World. And here our Philoſopher arrives 
at a Concluſion of the higheſt Conſequence to be 
rightly conſidered and underſtood, viz. that the 
Cauſe and Origin of the Organization, Life, and 
Action of the — Body, is to be deduced * 
114 
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the Organization, Life, and Action of the human 
Spirit received by continual Influx from the Father 
of Beings, the Source of all Life, and the primary 
Cauſe of all Action in all the Creatures which he hath 
made. : | 25 

Soren, I am much obliged to you for opening to 
me this clear though conciſe View of the Philoſophy 
of Baron Swedenborg ; which, I muſt confeſs, ap- 
pears much in his Favour, and inclines me to give 
more Credit to his theological Sentiments; for 
though I believe a Man may de a good Theologian 
without Learning and Philoſophy, and that heaven- 
ly Truth is cf fuch Simplicity as to admit of being 


both clearly underſtood and communicated without 


the Aids of earthly Sciences, yet where old Opinions 
are controverted, and new Ones adopted, as I am 
told is the Caſe in the 'Theological Writings of Baron 
Swedenborg, it ſhould ſeem as if all Qualifications 
and Aſſiſtances would be neceſſary on the part of the 


Writer, to oppoſe the Prejudices of others, and re- 


commend his own Sentiments. 

Pair, Such Qualifications and Aſſiſtances were 
not wanting to Baron Swedenborg, and whether we 
regard his natural Genius and acquired Learning, 
his Family Connections, his purity of Life and Cha- 
ructer, or the Employments and Dignities to which 
he was exalted in Conſequence of theſe Qualifica- 
tions, I think we need not ſcruple to affert, that he 


was a Perſon admirably fitted both to diſcover the 


Truth himſelf, and to recommend it to others. 
Sorn. You have given me ſufficient Proof of his 


Genius and Learning: I ſhould be glad to know 
Something of his Family Connections and his private 


Character, together with his Employments and 
Dignities. | N 
Putt. As to his Family Connections, he was the 
Son of JESsTEXR SW ED BORG, Who was Biſhop of 
Wrsr-Gor fia, and of celebrated Character in his 
Time: Hz had four Siſters, one of whom 211 
: Tie 
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ried to Eich BEV ELius, afterwards made Arch- 
biſhop of Ursa: Another was married to Laxs 
BenzELSTIERNA, who was promoted to a provincial 
Government. In Regard to his private Character, it 
appears to have been altogether irreproachable, or 
rather. altogether moſt commendable, being formed 
in every Reſpe& according to the excellent Spirit of 
the four Rules which he preſcribed for the Regula- 
tion of his daily ConduR, and which were found a- 
mongſt his Manuſcripts after his Deceaſe, viz. I. To 
read frequently the Word of God and meditate much 
upon it. II. To be always reſigned to, and content 
under, the Care of Providence. III. To obſerve a 
Decency and Propriety of Conduct, and to keep a 
Conſcience pure and without Offence, IV. To be 
obedient to what is ordained ; faithful in the Diſ- 
charge of the Duties of his Station, ard to do all in 
his Power to render himſelf uſefal to all without Ex- 
ception.. As to his Employment and Dignities, they 
were ſuch as might juſtify the Expectations which 
his extraordinary Qualities had given Birth to; for 
at a very early Age he became an Object of royal 
Attention and Favour, being admitted to frequent 
Converſe with Charles XIL then King: of Sweden, 
and appointed by him to the Office of Aſſeſſor of the 
Metallic College, a Place of great public Truſt and 
Emclument. He was allo enobled in the Year 1719, 
by Queen Urrica Ertanora, and named Swroex- 
BORG, from which Time he took Lis Seat with the 
Nobles of the Equeſtrian Order, in the Triennial Af 
ſemblies of the States. He was made a Fellow, (by 
Invitation) of the Royal Academy cf Sciences at 
Stockholm, and had a like Honour conferred on him 


by foreign Societies. He lived in much Eſteem with 


the Biſhops and Nobles of his own Country, and his 
Acquaintance was alſo ſought after by the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed Perſons in various Parts cf Europe, 
with many of whom he continued to correſpond till 
his Death. | 

B 2 Sor. 
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SoPH. Sir, I muſt acknowledge that, according to 
your Account, the Character of Baron Swedenborg 
claims Reſpect, and promiles to add all the Authort- 
ty to his Doctrines that can be derived from ſuch a 
Source. But ſtill, Sir, you will excuſe me if I have 
vet my Doubts : Great Philoſophers, we know, and 
Men of the molt extenſive Learning, and of the fineſt 
Talents (whether natural or acquired) have not al- 
ways been moſt diſtinguiſhed for their Knowledge of 
Divine Truths. Baron Swedenborg therefore might 
be an excellent Scholar and a good Metallurgiſt, and 


yet but an indifferent Theologian, Pardon me then, 


if for fuller Satisfaction on a Subject of ſuch import- 
ance, I trouble you with ſome further Enquiries. 
Puir. I ſhall not account it any Trouble to anſwer 
all your Queſtions according to the beſt Light that I 
myſelf have received; and it will be a particular Plea- 
iure to me, if either your Queſtions or my Anſwers 
may conduce to the Diſcovery of the xxzaL Truth, 
which I truſt is the PxInc1iyaL OzBJecT we both have 
at Heart, and are in purſuit of. 
Sor. I feel myſelf happy in the Liberty you al- 
low me of ſeeking Information, and truſting with you 
that Truth is the only ground of my Enquiry, and 
not Curioſity or barren Speculations, and ſtill leſs the 
Petulance of Controverſy, I ſhall herein ground my 
firſt Queſtion, wiſhing you to explain a principal Dit- 
ficulty, which I confeſs perplexes me in Regard to the 
Theological Writings of Baron Swedenborg, and 
which is this—If the Truth be contained in thoſe 
Writings,why does it not ſtrike all Men alike with the 
Force of its Evidence? I have always conceived Truth 
to be Somewhat ſo clear and convincing in itſelf, that 
it carried its own Teſtimony along with it ; but in 
Regard to the Theological Writings of Baron Swe- 
denborg, the Opinions of Men are much divided: 
Some inſiſt they contain the meſt unequivocal Char- 
acters of Truth, whilſt others aſſert the direct contra- 
ry. How then can theſe Writings contain 2 __ i 
ä | HIL, 
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Part. Your Difficulty herein, my dear Sir, is 

ounded ſolely in your own wrong Conception re- 
Ipecting the Evidence of Truth. It is certain, Noth- 
ing is ix ITSELF ſo clear and ſo convincing as Turn, 
but then it is equally certain, that all Minds are not 
ina STATE to be ſo affected by its Clearneſs, as to re- 
ceive Conviction. I fancy we are both agreed, that 
Nothing is more true than THE Word or Gon, this 
being the very ESSENTIAL TRUTH 3 and yet, how 
plain js it to ſee that THe Won ar Go 1TSELF does 
not carry Conviction with it to all Minds ? The Rea- 
ſon whereof is plainly pointed out by our Lord, where 
he ſays, “ He that is of God heareth God's Words: 
ye therefore hear them not, becauſe ye are not of 
God,” John viu. 47. Your Argument therefore will 
apply equally againſt the TxurH of the hol Scrre- 
TURES as againit the WgiTinGs of Baron SweDeN- 
BORG. 

Sorn. But might not the Writings of Baron 
Swedenborg, ſuppoſing them to contain the Truth, 
have been more clear and ſatisfatory? I am told 
there are many Things contained therein of a deep 
and myſterious Nature, which few, if any, can com- 
prehend ; many Things alſo, eſpecially in his mzn- 
ORABLE RELATIONS, Which are Matter of Stumbling 
and Offence, even to well-diſpoſed Minds : Now, 
ſuppoſing theſe Writings to contain THE Tur, how 
is it that they contain ſuch deep Myſteries, which 
can be profitable to very few, and ſuch offenſive 
Paſſages as may prove a Stumbling-block to many ? 

Pair. You do not ſurely conſider, Sir, that this 
Argument alſo will hold equally good againſt the 
holy Scriptures, as againſt the writings of Baron 
Swedenborg. (Do not nfiſconceive me however, as 
if I meant hereby to put the holy Scriptures, and the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg on a Level, and to 
conſider them alike inſpired.) 1 only with to obſerve, 
that in the Holy Scriptures. there are many Things 
of a deep myſterious Nature, which few, if any, cm- 

* prehend; 
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prehend ; and there are many Things alſo whiclr 
have given, and do ſtill give great Offence, and 
prove a Stumbling- block to ſeveral; and yet no wiſe 
Man conſiders ſuch Things as Arguments againſt 
their high Reaſonableneſs and Truth. Numberleſs 
weighty and ſolid Reaſons might be aſſigned in Juſ- 
tification of the Divine Wiſdom, in diſpenſing Truths 
to Mankind under myſterious, and, in ſome Inſtane- 
es, offenſive Forms: I ſhall beg Leave to mention 
only One, which ſtrikes my own Mind more particu- 
larly, and which is this: It appears to me much 
better for ſome perſons, that they ſhould meet with 
Orry reſpecting the Truth, and be thereby pre- 
vented from ſeeing, acknowledging, and receiving it, 
ſince the Truth itſelf, if ſeen, acknowledged, and re- 
ceived, would but hurt them the more by encreaſing 
their Condemnation. f 1 
Sorg. How, Sir! The Truth hurt any one by 
encreaſing his Condemnation ! I confeſs I do not un- 
derſtand your Meaning. TEE 
Pwr. My Meaning my dear Sir, is neither more 
nor leſs than what is contained in theſe few but 
weighty Words of the Lord on the ſame Subject, 
where ſpeaking to the Phariſees he ſays, © If ye were 
blind, ye ſhould” have no Sin ; but now ye ſay, We 
ſee, therefore your Sin remaineth, John ix. 14 ; from 
which Words it ſhould appear, that it would have 
been better for the Phariſees, and they would have 
been leſs ſinful, had they been totally BLIND as to the 
Light of Truth, than sze1nc as they fancied they 
saw; and therefore, as I obſerved, it may be per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the Counſels of the Divine 
Mercy and Wiſdom, to hide ſuch Light from ſome 
Men's Eyes, either by enveloping it in Myſtery and 
Obſcurity, or by preſenting it under ſuch an orrxx- 
$:VE EXTENAL Form, as may prevent them from ſee- 
ing, acknowledging, and receiving it: And thus 
God is exceeding merciful, in ſome Caſes, even where 


he ſeems to us moſt cruel, as where 1t is written, ow 
ha 
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hath blinded their Eyes, and hardened their Heart, 
that they ſhould not ſee with their Eyes, nor under- 
ſtand with their Heart, and be converted, and I 
ſhould heal them,” John xii. 40, Matt. xiii. 14, Iſaiah 
vi. g. | 

Sora. What you ſay, Sir, appears to have ſome 
Foundatien, but I confeſs I cannot at preſent clearly 
comprehend the Ground and Reaſonableneſs of it. 

P#1it. Cannot you comprehend, Sir, that the ſole 
End and Deſign of all KnowLepce. and InsTruc- 
tox, wlüch wecall TzuTH, is to amend the Heart 
and Life, by -pprifying the Will, by regulating the 
Affections, and reforming the whole May Fom earthly 
to heavenly Diſpoſitions. Now, if you can compre- 
hend this Exp and Des1cn of TxuTa, you will at 
once diſcover the Ground and Reaſon, why the Di- 
vine Wiſdom is ſo ſcrupulouſly exact both as to the 


Mode and Meaſure of diſpenſing heavenly Truths to 


Man. For if a Man's Will and Affections be in ſo 
corrupt a State, as not to fulfil the Exp of Taurn, 
by yielding an entire Obedience to its Dictates, and 
thus coming into Reformation and Purification, it is 
very evident that Truth, to ſuch a Perſon, would not 
only be a very unprofitable, but a very hurtful Gift, 
as it would be the Means of his ſinning againſt a great- 
er Light than before, and would thus ny. upon him 
a greater Condemnation, according to thole other 
Words of the Lord to the ſame Purport, That Ser- 
vant which knew his Lord's Will, and prepared not 
himſelf, neither did according to his Will, ſhall be 
beaten with many Stripes,” Luke xii. 47. 

Sor u. I think, Sir, I begin to underſtand you: 
You argue that the great End of Truth is Charity, or 
a good Life ; and therefore that 'Truth.is only ſo far 
diſpenſed to Man, and is uſeful to him as he 1s in a 
Diſpoſition to be led thereby to Charity, and by Char- 
ity to Newneſs of Life: I admit the Force of your 
Argument, and truſt that what you have ſaid will be 
an uſeful Leſſon to me for the future as to * Evi. 

f ence 
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dence I may ſeek of Truth, as well as in Regard to 
the Uſe I ſhall make of it: I thank you alſo for o- 
pening to me a new and molt ſatisfactory View of . 
the Divine Wiſdom in diſpenſing Truth or Know- 
_—_ to every one, according to the Uſe they will 
make of it in applying it to, Life, and conſequently 
in withholding it from thoſe who would not be faith- 
| ful in ſuch Application of it. And Methinks I ſee 
| now an additional Force and Beauty in thoſe Words 
{| of the Pſalmiſt, Them that are meek ſhall he guide 
| in Judgment, and ſuch as are gentle, them ſhall he 
| 
| 
| 


8 
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learn his Way,” Pſalm xxv. 8. 1 

Pur. It gives me much real Pleaſure to find that 
your Eyes are opened to ſee into a Matter of ſo much 

real Importance; and I truſt that for the future you 

will ever live under this Conviction; that Truth may 

be Truth, and yet be full of Myſteries, yea, even of 
Offences and apparent Contradictions, when viewed, 

by Perſons of a certain Character, who are not in a 
State to profit by it in their Hearts and Lives; 
| whilſt to the EEK and GENTLE and well-prepared 

| Mind, it will be found perfectly clear, convincin 
Fi and ſatisfactory in all Reſpects; becauſe being appli- 
ed to the Regulation of the Life, which is its ſole 
End, it will manifeſt its Certainty in its Tendency to 
| produce all the ſalutary Effects of a pure Love to- 
| wards God, and a pure Charity towards Man, in 
b which the true Regulation of the Life conſiſts. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


SoPH. I believe it is poſſible this may be the Caſe, 
and I hope I ſhall be enabled ſo to profit by your 
Obſervations, both in reading the holy Scriptures 
and other Books wntten by Perſons of acknowledged 
Piety, as not to be offended at thoſe Paſſages which 


[ans 


hed OP 


may appear either myſterious or contradictory, But 


þ ſtill, Sir, you will excuſe me, if I cannot help think- 
l ing that the Teſtimony of Baron Swedenborg would 
' have been rendered more effectual and convincing, 
[i had it been ſupported by ſome mixacuLovs Evidence; 
[ and I am of Opinion that in a Matter of ſuch Import- il 
A ance, 
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tance, as the Subject of his Writings ſeems to be, (fo 
far as I can leam from others, tor I have not yet 
read them myſelf) it was neceffary it ſhould have 
been recommended and enforced in a Manner ſo ex- 
traordinary, and by Signs ſo indiſputable that none 
could have been able to gainſay or refiſt it. For my 
own Part, I muſt confeſs, had the Author been en- 
abled to confirm his Doctrines by Mizacrts, I ſhould 
have made no Scruple to admit inſtantly their high 
Authority, and have paid them an implicit Obedience · 

Pair. You conceive MizacLEes then, Sir, to be 
Paorza Teſts of Truth? 

Sor u. I do. 

Put. And to be convincing Teſts alſo ? 

Sorn. Les. | 

Pil. And to be required as nectssary Confir- 
mations of every Diſpenfation of Truth ? 

Soren. So I conceive. . | 
Pult. Will you anſwer me then theſe few plain 
Queſtions ? Why were not all ALK convinced by 
our Lord's Miracles, and by thoſe which Mosxs 
wrought in the Preſence of the Children of Iſrael ? 
Why does our Lord reprove the Jews for laying fo 
much Streſs upon tliis ſupernatural Evidence, as 
where he ſays, Ax evil and adulterous Generation 
ſeeketh after a Sign” ** and in another Place, Ex- 
cept ye ſee Signs and Wonders ye will not believe” ?+ 
Why were the. Magicians of Egypt permitted to imi- 
tate the Miracles wrought by Moſes and Aaron ?t 
Why are rats CnrisTs, and FaLse ProPHETs, the 
Dzacon, the BeasT, and AnTicnHrrsT deſcribed as 
ſhewing great Signs and Wonders ?F Why is it writ- 
ten, © If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neith- 
er will they be perſuaded though one roſe from the 
Dead” ?j| Why did not John the Baptiſt work Mira- 

; cles, 


Matt. xii. 39, vi. 4. + John iv. 48. 
See Exod. vii. 11, 22. Chap. viii. 7. 
See Matt. xxiv. 24. Rev. xiii. 13, Chap. xvi. 14. II. Theſſ. 


al. 9. 
[| Luke xvi, 31. 
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cles, when yet he bare a faithful Witneſs to the 
Truth? And laſtly, Why doth net the Almighty 


ſill work Miracles for the Conviction and Conver- 


ſion of Jews, Turks, Infidels and Heathens ?—Do 
not miſconceive me, as if I meant by theſe Queſtions 
fo invalidate, in any Reſpect, the Divine. Authority 
of Miracles, or to infer from hence that they are of 
x0. Uſe in the Confirmation of Truth: I thank God, 
I feel my Mind penetrated with a deep and lively 
Senſe of that Divine Power, which hath in all Agcs 
thus diſcovered itſelf unto Man, and confirmed the 
Dictates of its own heavenly Wiſdom by ſuch weigh- 
ty Proofs ; and I am willing to. allow the Force of 
ſuch Evidence as far as it goes: All I would con- 
tend for reſpecting Miracles is, that they are not the 
ONLY PROPER, CONVINCING, or NECESSARY Teſts of 
La and that Truth may be Truth without ſuch 
eſts. 

Boru. But may I aſk then, To what End did our 
Lord and his Apoſtles work Miracles? f 
Pair. The Miracles wrought by our Lord, and by 
his Apoſtles in his Name, had ſurely a ruaTHER End 
than the mere Confirmation of the Truth of what 
they taught, being intended as ſo many ovTwarp 
NATURAL Signs, to ſignify and make known unto 


Man the Nature of the Divine Power, in its ix wARD 
and $P1R1ITVAL Operations, Every Miracle there- 


fore was an important Leſſon of heavenly Truth and 
Inſtruction to ſuch as could view it in a ſpiritual Light, 
inaſmuch as it bore a moſt faithful Teſtimony to that 
redeeming Virtue communicated from the iNCARNATE 
Gp to the Soul inwarDLY, which it was then ſeen 
to do for the Body ouTwarpLy. I am always there- 
fore much grieved to hear it aſſerted, that the $oLE 
Deſign of Miracles is to confirm the Truth of Doc- 
trine, when, it muſt be very plain to every conſiderate 
Mind, that True Divine Miracles, if rightly regarded, 
do themſelves rxach and vtcLars the Truth, as 
well as COnNFigMm it: It is well however to _— 

c 


SOPHRON AND PHILADELPHUS. 2” 


that they neither teach nor confirm the Truth, except 
to ſuch as are in aVtate to receive the ort and 
GENUINE Evidenee Bf Truth itſelf; and I will venture 
to add further, that the Evidence ariſing from Mira- 
cles MAY e TALON 
that State. & 

Sor n. In what Reſpetts ? | 

Pair. In comraLitys Belief, le he" ar is 
not in a State to profit by it; in which Caſe, as was 
hinted before concerning Knowledge, it would be bet · 
ter not to believe. For the great End of Faith, or 
Belief, like that of Knowledge, being to reform and 
amend the Life, if the Heart be not in a State to be 
reformed and amended, Faith or Belief is not only 
uſeleſs, but — 9 — in encreaſiag Condemna- 
tion, by cau to fin againſt a ter Evi- 
dence than Ar otherwiſe do. ww 

Soru. You believe then, Sir, that the Evidence 
” ariſing from Miracles is only acczs8arv as it were to 
the NUM Evidence of Truth, and that the re — 
4 Evidence of Truth itſelf, as contained in i 
communicated by and from itſelf, is its molt proper 
4 and convinci vidence ? | 
bs Pait. I believe © ; nd clifs dn Ojafortiy 05 
Lord's ons Deplaragion, where be figs; * Wan dfan 
4 will do his Will, he ſhall know of the Doctrine 
4 whether it be ef God and in another Place, Why 
t, even of yourſelves judge ye not what is right ??+ Our 

Lord here points out the Or and convincinG 


, Evidence of Truth, as ariſing from the Docramz of 
A Truth itſelf, and in ent with that Principle in 
4 Man which is capable of zupems reſpecting it; und 
4 he points out alſo the. proper Qualification For Judg- 

: ing right, and —＋ 9 vi. a ſincere 
0 Deſire ro do THE 4 OF —— 


] Sorn. I think, Sir, I begin to nd the Force 
5 of your Reaſoning ; but how apply it o as to 
"x —— regard 10 the ai =. ti 


® Joha vii. 17. + Luke xi. $7. 
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PROPER, and:CONVINEING Evidence as you. conceive 


** 


Baron Swedenborg.?: Do they contain ſuchanTEewar, 


to he the Characteriſtic of Truth? If ſo, be kind enough 
to point out to me this Evidence in a few Inſtances, 
for. from the Love which: I truſt I bear towards the 
Truth, I am perſuaded it will give me Pleafure to acs 


knowledge it whereſoevet. I find it. 


Pu. I mall be happy to give you every Satisfac- 


tion in my power on tliis Subject: Nevertheleſs, there 


are ſome Things to be premiſed, reſpeing the MAs- 


UE AND Kikd or EviDeENCE ro BE LOOKED FOR on 


this Oceaſion; and alſo reſpecting vus Pragons T6 
wHOM such Evinsxcx ts PEOPOSED,, in Order to the 


forming a right 624 5 In NReſpect to Tus Mas- 


' URB AND KinD. or Erimncs TQ.BE LOOKED FOR, I 


ſhould wiſh firſt to obſerve, that we. are not to expect, 


eicher in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, or in 


any other human Writings, the KAL TaurH ITSELF. 
Soru. How, Sir ! not expect. the real Truth itſelf 


What are we to expect then? E confeſs I do not un- 


derſtand yau. 


Pn. Hare a little patience, Sir, and you will ſee 


clearly what I mean. All that 1 can 
aptiſt 


do, or are intended to do, is like St. John the 


to BEA WIrxEss TO THE Turn; they are not 


PROPERLY themſelves: TRR Truth, but are Arrss- 


'TaTO0Rs of the Truth: I am here ſpeaking to you as 


and of Conſequence, as THERE IS NONE. GOOD Bur 


a Chriſtian and a Philoſopher, and therefore ſhall not 


ſeruple to declare, that Ta urn yrROPERLY 50 CALLED, 


is not of human Origin; it is a Thing purely Divine; 


Ons, AND THAT. Onz-1s Gap, ſo rana v ſpeaking 


there, is none T&vz, or the 'FxuTa, but One, and 
that is God and his Woxp.;. therefore our Lord, as 


being God, calleth himſelf, by. Way of: Eminence, ru 
Taurn,“ and giveth the fame holy Appellation alſo 


e 


lohn xiv. 6. 


+ John ii. 49, 4% 46. Chap. xvii. 1. end in ber Places. 
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Sdrn. What wanld you inferfrorh Kence > | 


Pair. That, pROPERLY SPEAKING, We are not to 
look either in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, or 
in any other human Writings, for the A Thema 
ITSELF, but only for a Wirx ass to the Truth; and 
it will therefore be a fufficient Evidence in Favour of 
the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, if they can be 
proved ro BEAR A PAITHYUL Wirvrss te the Truth. 
. 8oyn. Tou conceive then, Sir, this to be the true 
Diſtinction between the Word of God and the Words 
of Man, chat the Word of God is che KAT Txvru 
1TSEUF, and the Words ef Man ure only fo far rx, 
as they BEAR A FAITHEUL WIr EIS ro THE 
Word os Gob ? | 11 5 5 

Purr. That is my Meaniteg: For as in natural 
Philoſaphy, the EAI Tarn of that Bcienoe is the 
Wiſdom of the Deity manifeſted in the various 
Works of Creation, 16 the true Philoſopher cannot ſo 
properly be faid to fpeak that Wiſdom; us to REAN 
W1rxsss to it, by opening und explaining its mrarvel. 
lous Operations; in le Manntr in Theology, the 
REAL T'xoTH of this Divine Science is the Wiſdom 
of the Deity manifeſted in his Word, and the true 
Theologian cannot fo properly be ſaid to ſpeak this 
Wiſdom, as to BAN Wirxxss to it, by opening and 
explaining its true Senſes aid Significations. | 
Sorh. You would have the Theological Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg, regarded then as BEARING . 
TesTIMonY:or Wirxkss to the Truth, and would 
eſtabliſh an Evidence in their Favour according to 
this View of them? | | 
Part: I would; and confidered in this View, 
and according to the Diſtinction here pointed out be- 
tween THE REAL TxUTH 1TSELF, and A WIT NIS 
To TRE Turn, it appears to me that the Evidence 
in Favour of the Writmgs of Baron Swedenborg is 
fach, as no ſertons Chriſtian can poſſibly oppoſe, o- 
reject. I fay no ſericus Chriſtian, becauſe notwith- ' 
ſanding the Weight of Evidence in the preſent Caſe, 


much 


* 
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much will ſtill depend on the Perſons to whom ſuch 
Evidence is propoſed. 
Sor u. But Perhaps the Qualifications required to 
admit this Evidence may be ſuch as fall to the 
of very few Perſons ? | 
P41t. No, Sir ; I require only thoſe Qualifications 
which ought to be common. to ALL CUATISTIAus, Viz. 
an Acknowledgement of the Divinity and Spiritual- 
ity of the holy Scriptures, or Word of God, attended 
with a fincere Deſire to underſtand the genuine Truth 
thereof, for the Purpoſe of living a Life conformable 
thereto. Where theſe Qualifications are found to 
exiſt together, I have no Donbt but the Evidence in 
Favour of the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, as 
BEARING A FAITHFUL WiTXESS TO THE T'kUTH, will 
be found moſt convincing. | But if all, or either of 
theſe Qualifications be wanting; if the Mind, for In- 
ſtance, be m ſo diſordered a State, as not to be willin 
to allow the Divinity and Spirituality of the Holy 
Scriptures ; or allowing this, if it be more contentious 
for Syſtems of eſtabliſhed Opinions and the Traditions 
of Men, than for the Diſcoveries of genuine Truth 
ſrom the Word of God; cr, ſuppoſing it even an Ad- 
vocats for the Truth, if it be yet — reſpecting a 
Conformity of Life to the e and purifyin 
Dictates thereof; in all theſe Caſes/ the Writings o 
Baron Swedenborg will carry with them no Convic- 
tion, and therefore it cannot be expected they will 
find any Reception. i 
Sor n. Well, Sir; taking it for granted, that Per- 
ſons thus unqualified cannot diſcern any Evidence in 
Favour of the Writings: in Queſtion, will you be 
pleaſed to inform me, what Ground or Reaſon you 
have to ſuppoſe, that their Evidence will be admitted, 
as concluſive and convincing, by thoſe who poſſeſs 
the Qualifications you mention? | 
Pult. The Anſwer to your preſent Enquiry is not | 
ſo eaſy as to ſeveral of your former Queſtions ; for in | 
reading a Bock, (of the Truth of which we are. fully 
E Tf convinced 
= 
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tonvinced ourſelbes whilſt we are reading) it is not 
always an eaſy Matter to recollect all the particular 
Arguments, Reaſonings, and Motives, which operated 
at that Time to produce Convidtion in the Reader's 
Mind. This I have found by Experience to be fin- 
yn the Cafe in Regard to the Theological Writ- 
ngo 


Baron Swedenborg every Page whereof brought 

with it to my own Mind (vhilſt reading) ſome addi- 

| tional Confirmation of ſome preceding Truths not 

before fully admitted or thoronghly underſtood, and 

| which it is impoſſible either fully to recollect, or ex- 

| plain to any other Pegfon, Nevertheleſs, there a few 

| GENERAL Points of Doctrine contained and explained 

| in thoſe Writings, which have left a more than ordina- 

ry Impreſſion on my Mind, and which I cannot help 
thinking muſt appear ſatisfactory and convincing to 
every ſober- ſerious - Chriſtian of the Character above 

| deſctibed. N 5 

Son. What are they ?: 

i | Pmit. The doctrine concerning the Carrsriay 

| Lob, concerning the'Sacxed SckiyTURES, and con- 

| cerning a TRULY CHrrsTIan Lire. 

- Sor nh. Pray, Sir, may I aſks What is the particu- 

lar Doctrine contained in theſe Writings concerning, 

| the Chriſtian Lord? | | | 

Pur. You are not ignorant of the divided Senti- 

ments of the Chriſtian World at this Day on this Sub- 

| ject; how ſome believe Jesvs Cur1sT to be God, but : 
then not the ort‘ God, making him only a szconn by 

Pxxsox in the Divine Trinity, and acknowledging at 7 

| the ſame Time Two ornrzr Peagovs, the Father and 

; the Holy Ghoſt, whom they conceive and ſpeak of as 

diſtin from Jasus Cnr187, Thus, according to 

| their Creed, the Chriſtian Lord and Redeemer In- 

| sus CnaisT is only a Kind of MEDIaTORY Or INTER- 
cEs30xy God, whilſt God the Father is regarded as 

; the God with whom He mEDiates and INTERCEDES, 

| and God the Holy Ghoſt as the God who operates in 

Conſequence of ſuch Mz51aT10n and InTERces*10N, 

C2 Others 
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Others again will not allow to the Chriſtian Lord and 
Redeemer the Character and Attributes of Drvinity : 
Such are the Alanus and Socintans: The former 
aſſign him a Place indeed infinitely above all other 


created Beings, but yet infinitely below the Creator 


thus they refuſe him Divine Honours, and addreſs 
all their Worſhip and Adoration to God the Father, 
regarding Jesvs Calis only as his great Vicegerent 
in Heaven and Earth, inveſted with a temporary Au- 
thority for executing the Purpoſes of the Divine Ad- 
miniſtration ; The latter, viz. the Socinians degrade 
the Chriſtian Redeemer ſtill lower than the Aztans, 
by diveſting Him, not only of his Divinity, but of all 
Power and Authority ſuperior to that of other holy 
and inſpired Men ; they allow him indeed to have 
been an extraordinary Prophet, and to have been en- 
dowed with mixaculous Powers as they allow to 
have been the Caſe with Moszs, ELijAn, ETis nA, 
and others, but then they do not believe him to have 
differed from other Men in any other Reſpects than 
theſe. The Faith of almoſt all Chriſtians at this Day 
may be comprekended, I believe, under one or other 
of theſe three Formulas above mentioned. But in 
the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, we are preſented 
with a Chriſtian Creed differing eſſentially from all 
theſs : You will there find, m Gp ſition to the Ari- 
ans and Socinians, the Divinity of the Lord and Sa- 
viour Jefus Chriſt aſſerted and proved from a deep 
Scriptural Ground; and in Contradiction to the firſt 
mentioned Opinion, you will ſee the Divinity of the 
ſame Lord maintained in its undivided Unity, whilſt 
it is clearly demonſtrated, from an endleſs Variety of 
Texts both in the Old and New Teſtament, that the 
Jeſus of the Chriſtians is the Jehovah of the Jews, or, 
in other Words, that the-Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the man- 
ifeſted Jehovah-Father- hs 

Sor#. But how will you reconcile this Doctrine 
with the Doctrine of a Trinity, as generally taughg 
and received throughout the Chriſtian World? 
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Pur. With the Doctrine of a Trinity As GENERAL- - 
LY APPRBHENDED, it is not reconcileable : but with the 
Scxiyture Doctrine of a Trinity it is perfectly ſo. 
Whilſt, for ' Inſtance, you ſuppoſe the Trinity in the 
God-head to conſiſt of THREE Disrixcr PERSONS, 
each whereof is a ſelf-ſubliſting God, having se AAATE 
Offices, and exerciſing SEPARATE Operations, it 15 
not poſlible to reconcile this Idea with that of Ixsus 
being Jerovan, any more than it is reconcileable-with 
the Pivine Unity: But if inſtead of this Idea, you 
adopt the genuine Scriptural Idea of. a Trinity, viz. 
that of FarnER, Son, and HoLy Gaosr, nothing is 
more eaſy than to reconcile this Idea with that of 
the Divinity of the Chriſtian Redeemer as ſtated in 
the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, whilſt, by Fa- 
THER is underſtood the — — Principle 
in the Lord Jssvs, by Sox the Humax. Principle 
therewith eſſentially and intimately united, and by 
HoLy Guosr the Divine ProcttninG Principle, or 
Operation, as reſulting from the Union of the other 
two Principles, all forming together One GOD-MAN, 
juſt as Soul, Body, — . — form one human 
Man. This is perfectly agreeable to the Doctrine 
generally received in the Chriſtian Church, where it 
is aſſerted, that“ although the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be 
God and Man, yet he is not two but one Chriſt; one 
altogether, not by Confuſion of Subſtance, but by 
Unity of Perſon; for as the reaſonable Soul and 
Fleſh is one Man, ſo God and Man is one Chriſt:“ “ 
And in this Caſe, you have a full and complete Trin- 
ity in the Ox Divixe PezsON of the Lord Je8vs 
CarisT, whereby both the Unity and Trinity of the 
God-head are perſerved inviolable, and at the fame 
Time the Divinity and Humanity of the Chriſtian 
Lord are acknowledged. Numberleſs Dithculties 
urged againſt the Doctrine of a Trinity by modern 
UniTaArians, and numberleſs Perplexities reſulting 
from the ſame Doctrine as explained by modern Txix- 
ITARIANS, 
* Sec the Athanafian Creed, 
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ITARIANS, ire hereby removed ſt at the ſame 
Time the Scriptures both of the Old and New Tel. 
tament are ſhewn to harmonize herein with each 
other, and to bear à joint Witneſs to this great and 
eternal Goſpel Truth, that the Loxt and 84vvou 
Jx$63 Cu nisT wr Gopmanityst in the Fresm, 
__the-Jenovan of che Jews, the Crearor of all Worlds, 
and the Faru of all Creatures, made Man, accord- 
to theſe his own Detions, I and my Father are 
One.“ « Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father in me.,”+ * He that hath ſeen me hath ſeen 
the Father.“ T “Father; all Mine are Thine, and all 
Thine ire Mine.“ Ke. &c. Ke. 22281 
/ Sory. A Trinity of Perſons then is rejected in the 
Writings of Baron 8wedenborg ? © | 
Pi. Ves; if by a Trinity of Perſons you under- 
ſand three diſtitrc Beings of diſtin Offices, Powers, 
and Operations; but if by a Trinity of Petſons you 
__ underſtand three diſtinct Efſenees, Principles, or Char- 
aQers, as exiſtin together in the One Perſon of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, viz. the Divine Efſence, Principle, 
or Character, in and by Virtue of which He is called 
Father or Creator; and the Human Eſſence, Prinei- 
ple, or Character, in and by Virtue of which He is 
called Son and Redeemer ; and laſtly the Proceedin 
Eſſence, Principle, or Character, in and by Virtue — 
which He is called the Holy Ghoſt, the Sandtifier, 
and Regenerator : According to this Senſe of the 
Word Perſon (which by the Way appears to he its 
genuine primitive Senſe) a Trinity of Perſons is not 
rejected in the Writings of Baron Swedenbonrg, but 
on the contrary is proved to be a ſeriptural and ration- 
al Idea. | | 
Zorn. But does not this Idea of the Chriſtian Re- 


deemer and of the Divine Trinity militate _—_ che 


commonly received Doctrine of Atonement 
| | Ph II. 


- . * Fohn x. 30. + John xiv, rr, 
} John xiv, 9. xii. 45. John xvii. 10. 
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Putt. May I aſk, Sir, what is the commonly received 
Doctrine of Atonement to which you allude ? 
Soren. I mean the Satisfaction of Chriſt's Merits, 
in Conſequence of his bitter Sufferings and Death, 
whereby, it is aſſerted, the Wrath of God towards 
ſinful Man was appeaſed ; the Price of Redemption 
= the Debt, which Man had contracted through 
ranſgreſſion, diſcharged ; and Man, who was before 
regarded as a condemned Criminal, was thus recon- 
ciled unto an offended and heretofore angry, but now 
reconciled, God. 
- Part, This Idea of Atonement, in the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg, is ſhewn to be altogether unſcrip- 
tural and unreaſonable, neither reconcileable with 
the Attributes of the Deity, nor with the Nature of 
that Sin on Man's Part, which made ſuch an Atone- 


ment neceſſary, Underſtand however, that an A- 


tonement is not denied in the Writings of Baron Swe- 
denborg, but on the Contrary is aſſerted in all its 
Fulneſs and Reality. It is only this unſcriptural and 
unreaſonable Idea of an Atonement which is ſet aſide, 
whilſt in the Place thereof yon will ſee adopted the 
following truly ſcriptural, edifying and rational Idea, 
viz. that there was an infinite Merit, Virtue, and 
Efficacy in the Sufferings and Death of Chriſt, bur 
that the Merit, Virtue, and Efficacy thereof conſiſted, 
not in changing the Diſpoſition of God towards Man 
from Wrath to Love and Mercy, becauſe that ever was, 
and ever muſt needs be unchangeably, the ſame Di- 
vine Defire of blefling his Creatures; but in changing 
the State of Man, by removing from him the Powers 
of Hell and Darkneſs wherewith he was infeſted in 
Conſequence of Tranſgreſſion, and by bringing near 
to him the Divine and , Powers of Goodneſs 
and Truth in the Perſon and Spirit of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, the manifeſted God and Saviour, whereby the 
Infirmities and Corruptions of human Nature might 
be approached, reached, and wrought upon, and 


State 


every penitent Peliever might be thus placed in a 


Sin had given Birth to, and of becoming thus again 
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State and Capacity of ariſing out af all the Evils which 


a Child of God, through a real Renewal and _ 
eration of all the Parts; Powers, and Principles of his 
Life, beth in Soul and Body. Y 

. 8Sorn. I wiſh, Sir, you would be kind enough to 
explain yourſelf furtlier on this Subject, for I fear I do 
not rightly eomprebhend your Meaning. 


Pn. According to the commonly received Doc- 


tine of Atonement which you have juſt now ſtated, 


it muſt be plain to ſee, if you will attentively enamine 


it, that the Nature of Sm, herein that Doctrine is 

unded, is moſt unhappily miſtaken, being com- 
idered only as Somewhat of Guilt and Offence on 
the Part df the Creature, removable by an arbitrary 
Act of Divine Mercy and Forgivenefs, like what we 
| ſee takes place xt am human Tribunal, where an ar- 
bitrety Prince abfolveth from Penalty and. Pumiſti- 
ment whomſbever he pleafeth. Von wil diſcover fur- 
ther, if you examine the Doctrine ſtill more attentive- 
ly, that it originates likewiſe in a miſtaken Idea of the 
Nature of God, as if he imputed Treſpaſs or Guilt to 
any one, was wrathful towards any, or needed Satiſ- 
faction to make Him propitious, and inclime Him to 
be merciful, when yet He is, and declares Himſelf to 
be the moſt eſſential Love and Mercy. Need I add, 
that the Doctrine, as commonly received and under- 
ſtood, is big alſo with this Abſurdity, chat it ſuppoſes 
it neceſſary for ont God to have ſuffered and died in 
Order to appeaſe another God ? For thus it is d 
by the Aſſertors of that Doctrine, that God the 
_ the ſecond Perſon in the bleſſed Trinity, came into 
the World, and ſuffered, and died, that by the Merits 
of his' Suffermgs and Death he might ſatisfy the of- 


tended Juſtice of his Father, and incline him thus to 


be merciful to his guilty Creatures. I thonld be very 
forry to put an uncharitable or miſtaken Conſtruction 
either upon the Grounds or Nature of the Doctrine 
a above ſtated; but theſe are the great —_—_— 
whic 


SOPMRON AND PaYLADELPHUS. J 


which ariſe in my own Mind from an impartial View 
of it, and which have ariſen alſo in the Minds of ma- 
ny others, fo as to excite an utter-Repugnance to its 
Reception.: And hence too alas l have been 
led to conceive Prejudices again Chriſtianity itſeli, 
as if that pure and holy Religion was founded. on 
Sentiments ſo very contradictory to ſound Reaſon and 
the common Senſe of Mankind. Herein therefore, I 
confeſs for myſelf, I can never he enough thankful to 
the Divine Mercy for the Li thrown-on this im- 
portant Subject in the Writings of Baron Sweden- 
borg, whereby all the Difficulties and Errors of thoſe 
miltaken Ideas are removed, and the Doctrine of 
Atonement is preſented in a Point of View at once 
molt. ſcriptural, rational, ſimple, and edifying, and 
altogether conſiſtent with the Truth and Purity of 4 
Religion originating in the God of infinite Mercy and 
Wiſdom. For thus it is argued in thoſe Writings, 
and the A is enforced both by Scripture and 
Reaſon: The Sin of Mankind was what alone made 
Atonement neceſſary; but the Sin of Mankind con- 
ſiſted in a Departure from God and his Laws of Or- 
der and Uprightneſs, and a conſequent Fall into 
Diſorder. and Unrighteouſneſs, whence- came Diſeaſe 
and Death, to the human Soul or Spirit: Nothing 
therefore could poſſibly ou or conſtitute an · Atone - 
ment for Sin, but what had a Tendeney to lead Man 
out of the Diſeaſe and Diſorder therehy oecalibned; 
and reſtore him to Health, Order, and-Upri 
through a Return to, and Coajunction again with his 
God. This was all the Atonement or Satisfaction 
the God of Mercy required, becauſe it was all that 
was neceſſary-for the eternal Welkbeing- of his Crea- 
tures. But how now was this Satisfaction to be ob- 
tained ? The Creatures had immerſed themſelves. in 
innumerable Evils through Sin, and had thereby 
joined: themſelves in Confederacy with the infernal 
Powers of: Darkneſs, who have their Abodes in all 
Man's Exils, and whoſe Empire was thereby — 
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ſo powerful on Earth, as to threaten a total Deſtrue- 
tion of the Human Race. The Creatures again had 
by Sin ſo ſeparated themſelves from the God of Pu- 
rity, that they could no longer ſee him, approach un- 
to, or have any internal Communication with him, 
and yet without internal Communication with God, it 


was impoſſible they could be reſtored to ſpiritual 


Health, Order and Uprightneſs. On both theie Ac- 
counts therefore, it was:become abſolutely neceflary 
that God himſelf ſhould come down amongſt Men, 
by taking upon Him the human Nature, and thus 
procure for Himſelf the Satisfaction He required of 
ſaving his otherwile loſt Creatures; firſt, by fighting 
againit and removing the Powers of Darkneis from 
Man, and this was to be done according to Divine 
Order; ſecondly, by glorifying, or eflentially uniti 
Himielf with the Human Nature which he aſſume 
in, by, and through which his repenting and return- 
ing Creatures might for ever ſee, approach unto, and 
have Conjunction wich Him, and He with them. 
This Satisfaction and the Proceſs of obtaining it, is 
thus deſcribed in the Writings of Baron Swedenbory, 
The Lord from Eternity, who is Jehovah, came 
into the World, that he might ſubdue the Hells, and 
glorify his Humanity; and without Him no Fleth 
could have been ſaved ; and all will be ſaved who 
beleive in Him, and live a Life conformable to his 
Commandments. Inaimuch as this could only be 
effected by Means of the Temptations wherewith he 
ſuffered his Humanity to be aſſaulted, even to the laſt 
and moſt extreme of all, which was his Paſſion on 
the Croſs, therefore he endured that Proceſs of Suf- 
fering.”* The ſame is ſtill more particularly de- 
ſcribed in the following Words, © Jehovah God is 
eſſential Love, and eſſential Wiſdom; or He is eſ- 
ſential Good, and eſſential Truth; and as to his Di- 
vine Truth, which is tha Word, and which was God 
with God, He came down and took upon Him Hu- 

man 

„See True Chriſtian Religion, No. 2, 
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man Nature, for the Purpoſe of reſtoring to Order 


all Things which were in Heaven, and which were 
in Hell, and which were in che Church; inaſmuch 
as at that Time the Power of Hell prevailed over the 
Power of Heaven, and on Earth the Power of Evil 
prevailed over the Power of Good; in Conſequence 


V whereof a total. Deſtruction and ——— 


Hand, and threatened every Creature. This impend- 
ing Deſtruction and Damnation Jehovah God remov- 
by his Humanity, which was Divine Truth, and 
thas he redeemed both Angels and Men; and aſters 
wards He united in his Humanity Divine Truth with 
Divine Good, or Divine Wiſdom with Divine Love, 
and thus returned into his Divinity, in which he ex- 
iſted from Eternity, wgether with and intiivglorified 
Humanity.“ ae 
Soru. The Idea then of Atonement and/Satisfact - 
tion ſuggeſted in the Writings of Baron 8 wedenborg 
is, that God ſatisfied Himielf, and Himſelf made 
Atonement for the Sin of Man, by taking up- 
on Him the Infirmities of human Nature, and faf-- 
fering thus in the Fleſh, in Order to remove Evils 
and the Powers of Darkneſs from Man; and at the 
ſame Time, and by the ſame Proceſs, making Himſelt 
viſivle, known, and for ever approachable to and by 
his Creatures in the he Mumed — 
made Divine??? | 
Pult. This is the Idea in ol 
and it is according to this Senſe that all thoſe 
are underſtood, which ſpeak of the Merits & 
Chris Sufferings and Blood. ſheddin ding, as where it 
is ſaid, „r bia Stripe s we are healed,” &c. &c. not 
implying any Change wrought thereby in the — 
of God himſelf, only ſo far as Hewas brought nearer 
as it were unto his Creatures, in the human Nature 
which he aſſumed and glorified: but implying a very 
extraordinary Change wrought in the State and Cons 
dition of the © APY they were, by this pro- 


ceſs 


* See True Chriſtian Religion, No, 3. 
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ceſs of Chriſt's Suffering: in his human Nature, put in- 
to a Capacity of being delivered from the Bandage 
and Death of Sin, obtaining Conjunction with 
their incarnate God, and thus of riſing out of Diſeaſe 
and Diſorder into the Regions of , ſpiritual Health, 
Order, Peace, and eternal Bleſſedneſs. * 
Sor u. Well, Sir, I think I begin now to apprehend 
Four Meaning; and the Subject of Atonement and 
Satisfaction (which, I confeſs, always appeared here- 
tofore perplexing and unſatisfactory to my Mind) now 
aſſumes a new — which I can look upon with 
rauch Delight, as exhibiting clearer Views of the un- 
changeable Nature of the Divine Mercy on God's 
Part, and of Sin on the Part of Man ; and it will be 
my own Fault if I do not profit by it in my Life and 
Converſation ; for ſurely the Doctrine thus opened 
and explained becomes moſt edifying. But, my dear 
Sir, you muſt ſtill bear with me a little tarther, and 
excuſe the Dulneſs of my Apprehenſion, whillt new 
Doubts ariſe in my Mind from what you have told me: 
[ have always been taught ty look upon Jeſus Chriſt, 
not only as making an Atonement or Satisfaction for 
Sin, according to the Idea I juſt now mentioned to 
you, but likewiſe as being the Sinner's, Advocate, 
Mediator, and Interceſſor, with the Father, for ſo he 
is called in Holy Scripture, and is accordingly repre- 
ſented as ſitting on the right Hand of God; and a- 
reeable to this Repreſentation, I have always in my 
| nary been, accuſtomed to approach the Father in 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, believing that my Addreſſ- 
es were accepted only 2 Mediaton and 
Interceſſion, as an Advocate on the right Hand of 
his Father: How now ſhall I reconcile theſe Notions 
and Practices with what you have taught me to be- 
lie ve, from the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, con- 
cerning the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, as being the One On- 
1 : | | 
5 You have been accuſtomed then to regard 
Jeſus Chriſt as an Advocate, Mediator, and Interceſ- 


ſor, 
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for, and as fitting on God's right Hand, according 
to the commonly received - Senſe of thoſe Words, 
when applied to Men here below, and to human 
Tranſactions between one Man and another? | 

Sorn. I have; for I find thoſe Words applied to 

him in Holy Scripture, 

Pu. But you find Jeſus Chriſt called alſo in holy 
Scripture a Vine, a Door, a Lion, and a Lamb, and 
ſee him ' deſcribed as fitting on a Throne in the 
Midſt of ſeven Golden Candleſticks; and do you! 
therefore regard Him as a Vine, a Door, a Lion, and 
a Lamb, and as fitting thus on a Throne in the 
Midſt of ſeven Golden Candleſticks, according to the 
common and literal Acceptation cf thoſe Words? 

Sorr. No; I fſuppole that thoſe Names and 
Figures are applied to Him only in a figurative 
Senſe, to denote Divine Qualities, Properties, and 
States reſpecting Him, of which the literal Names 
and Figures are expreſſive Signs. | 

Part. You are certainly right; and why then 
cannot you conceive, as conſiſtently and agreeably 
to the Truth, in Regard to thoſe other Names and 
Characters of Advocate, Mediator, and Interceſſor, 
litring at the right Hand of God, which are no more 
applicable to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to the 
literal Senſe in which they are generally underſtood, 
than the Names of Vine, Door, Lion,,and Lamb, or 
the fitting on a Throne in the Midſt of ſeven Golden 
Candleſticks ; but which yet are moſt ſtrictly and 
properly applicable to Him in a figurative Senſe. 
Sor. As how? — . 

Pan., As applied to denote what Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf hath taught reſpecting Himſelf, when he laid, 
% No Man cometh unto the Father but by Me:“ 
« By Me if any Man enter in, he ſhall be ſaved, and 
ſhall go in and out and find Paſture.” + 

Sor n. Pray explain yourſelf. | 


. John xiv, 6. + John g. 9. 
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made One with Himſelf ; juſt as, in an human 


PmL. Have vou 0 a e how the eternal 
Father Jehovah, in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, took 
upon him the Human Nature, in Order therein, and 


thereby, to make Himſelf known to and approachable 
by his Gnful Creatures, who could not otherwiſe have 


approached Him, or been approached by Him, whilſt 


He remained in his pure Divine unmanifeſted Eſſence? 


Sorn. I bavſemeeGme. * | 
Pn. You have ſeen alſo how the Divine Eſſence, 
or Jehovah, is now eternally and eſſentially united 
with the Human Efence, and the Human with the 
Divine, according to the Lord's own Declaration, I 
and my Father are One:“ „ Father, all Mine are 
thine, and thine are Mine: f And according to the 
Declaration of St. Paul, In Him (Jeſus Chriſt) 
dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily ;”t 
and alſo. according to what is expreſſed in the Atha- 
naſian Creed, As the reaſonable Soul and Fleſh is 
one Man, ſo God and Man is one Chriſt?“ 
| Sorn, True. #7 1 | 19 
Phi. Cannot you then clearly, hence perceive, 


vchy Jeſus Chriſt is called an AdyfKate, a Mediator, 


and an Interceſlor, and deſcribed as ſitting on the 
Right Hand of God ; and is not only fo called and 
deſcribed, but. really is ſo, in the full and true Signi- 
fication of thoſe Expreſſions, denoting, that henceforth 
none. can approach unto, or have Communication 
with the Divine Eſſence, or Jehovah the Father, but 
in, through, and by the Human Eſſence, in which 
He the Father dwells bodily, and which He bath 
ay 
of Speaking, none can approach unto, or have m- 
munication with the Soul of Man, but in, by, Ind 
through the Body wherein the Soul dwelleth, andyby 
which it is made manifeſt. As therefore the hnnſpn 
Body is, properly ſpeaking, the Medium, or-interc 
ing Principle, whereby the Soul is approached, and 
whereby alſo it approaches and operates, ſo the glo- 


rifed 
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rified Body, or Humanity of Jefus Chriſt, is now the 
Medium or mterceding Principle, whereby the Divini- 


ty is approached, and whereby alſo it approaches and 
operates. upon ſinful Man, to reſtore him to Order, 
Uprightneſs and Happineſs. And in this Senſe the 
Humanity may properly be ſaid to be an Advocate 
with the Father, ina/much as having paſſed to ſuch 
Divine Union through Suffering and Trial, the Sin- 


ner who approaches thereto receives hereby Confi- 


dence of Help, Acceptance, and Mercy, according 
to the tenor of thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, © In that 
ile Himſelf Lath ſuffered being tempted, He is abl: 
to ſuccour them that are tempted.”* And in thi; 
Senie alſo the Son of Man is truly ſeated on the riglit 
Hand of the Father; for the Humanity of Jeſu- 
Chriſt being exalted to a full and perfect Union with 
the Divinity, hath thereby acquired Onmipotence. 
which is indeed the right Hand of God, according u. 
the Lord's on Declaration after his Reſurrection, 
„All Power is given to me in Heaven and in 

Zarth.“ ＋ | | | 
Sor n. Sir, I ſincerely thank you for the full Satiſ- 
faction you have afforded me on this very importarr: 
and edifying Subject, and I truſt that henceforth }. 
ſhall tiduble you with no further Doubts and Dif i- 
culties on this Head, but ſhail regard it as an extra- 
ordinary Teſtimony in Favour of the Writings in 
. that the Name, Nature, Office, and Cha- 
racter of the Chriſtian Lord and Redeemer are th2r2- 
in thus exalted, and explained in a Marmer fo very 
of the Divine Wiſdom, and ſo very conſiſt- 
ently with the ſacred Scriptures, and at the ſame 
Time ſet in a Point of View likely to operate fo very 
profitably on the Lives of Chriſtians, by leading them 
to right ſcriptural Notions of the great Object and 
End of their Faith and Worſhip.——- May I now en- 
treat you to proceed to the other Doctrine you men- 
tioned, viz. concerning the holy Scriptures, which 

D 2 you 

® Heb. B. x8, 4 Matt. zzviii. 18. 
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pau Gil ad fan urge Impreſſion 0n your 
„and which you thought muſt needs appear 
latisfactory to every ſober and ſerious Chriſtian, and 
aconvincing- Teſtimony concerning the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg, as bearing a faithful Witneſs to 
=_ = Truth. How am I to regard this Teſtimony ? 
* Pair. You yourſelf, and all other ſerious Chriſ- 
Hh "rians, acknowledge the holy Scriptures to be divinely 
inſpired, and You reverence la Record accord- 
ingly ? 

Soren. We do. 

Pull. Should any one attempt to prove that the/ 
were not divinely inſpired, and that you ought not 
to reverence them, what Judgment would you, or 
any other ſerious Chriſtian, form of ſuch a Perſon ? 

Sor n. We ſhould certainly ſay that he was an 

Enemy to the 'Truth, and that he bare a falſe Wit- 
neſs againſt it. 
Pu. And ſuppoſing he ſhould proceed further, 
to vilify and profane the holy. Books, accounting 
them not only not divinely inſpired, but teaching that 
they were full of Abſurdities, Inconſiſtencies, and 
Contradictions; what would you think in this Caſe ? 

Sor n. We ſhould ſurely think ſtill worſe of the 
Perſon, and account him a ſtill greater Enemy to the 
Truth, and a falſe Witneſs in a ſtill greater Degree. 

Part. But if another was to confirm your own 
juſt and pious Sentifnents concerning the Holy Scrip- 
tures, as being d:vinely inſpired, and lead you to a 
higher Reverence for them than you (entertained be- 
fore, what would you, or any other fexynus — 

ſay of ſuch a Perſon? 
Sor n. Certainly that he was a Eriand. to the 

Truth, and that he bare a true Witneſs concerning it. 
Pi. And ſuppoſing that he ſhould proceed furth- 
er, to exalt and venerate the holy Books, accounting 
them not only divinely inſpired, but alſo pointing out 
the N: iturecof ſuch Divine Inſpiration, and ſhewing 
wherein it oonũſded, and where it: reſided; and ſup- 
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pobog Farther thatyin o doing he ſhould be enabled 
to reconcile many apparent Abſurdities, Inconſiſten- 
cies, and Contradictons; bring to Light an Infinity 
of precious and profitable Traths which had before 
— make the Whole to harmonize with 
each Part with the-Whole ; convince 
Fulneſs of the Divine Will and Wiſs⸗ 
dom was contained therein, and conſequently that 


every Page, 1 Line, Word and Letter, not only origin- 


ated with God, but alſo was full of God, in Conjune- 
tion with God, bare Witneſs of God, and led to God ; 
what Sentiments . would you, and other jerious 
Chriſtians, entertain in this Caſe ? _- 

Sor. We ſhould moſt aſſuredly greatly love and 
reſpect ſuch a Perſon, call him a greater. Friend to 
the Truth, and have a higher Opinion of his Teſti- 
mony. | 

Pair. Then, is ſeems, you, and all other ſerious 
Chriſtians, eſtimate -a Perlon's Credit as a Witneſs 
to the Truth, according to che Reverence he exgreſſ- 
> * the Holy Scriptures as being Divinely inſpir- 

cher with the Views he has of the Nature of 
fach fach Eden, and of the Contents o the ems 


—_ It ſeems waonable fo to do. 

Pi. Give me Leave then to obſerve, from your 
own Confeſſion, that you and all other ſerious Chriſ- 
tians muſt needs highly eſtimate the Teſtimony of 
Baron — in this Reſpect, as being a moſt | 
Faithful Witneſs to the Truth. For. ſurely no other 
Perſon did ever expreſs a higher Reverence for the 
ſacred Writings, or point out 10 clearly their Divine 
Original, and the Nature of their Divine Inſpiration, 
or open and elucidate their heavenly Contents with 
ſo much Perſpicuity, Harmony, and Conſiſtence, all 
tending ſo immediately.and powerfully to the Reader's 
Edification. He / not only venerates their Divine 
Authority on all Occaſions, therein grounding, and 
— conlinyng every Doctrine which he de 4 ; 
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he was not only well read in the Sacred Oracles, 
almoit above the Example of any other Perſon, in the 
preſent or former Times; but he likewiſe aſſerts, and 
proves indiſputably, that there is contained in the holy 
Books an internal ſpiritual Senſe heretofore little 
known, to which the outward literal Senſe ſerves as 
a Baſis, or Receptacle, anſwering or correſponding 
thereto ina figurative, allegorical, or ſymbolical Way, 
as a Type anſwers to its Archetype, or as a Repreſent- 
ative to the Thing repreſented. He ſhews that in 
this internal Senſe conſiſts the Spirituality and Di- 
vinity of the ſacred Writings, whereby they eſſential - 
ly differ from all other Books whatſoever, and that 
by Virtue of this Senſe they are adapted, not only to 
the Uſe of Men on Earth, but of Angels in Heaven, 
containing the great eternal Laws of that Order, 
whereby the Heavens are formed, preſerved,” and 
governed, and whereby Man is reformed, regenerat- 
cd, and reſtored to heavenly Order; being thus ac- 
comodated to the Inſtruction and Perfecting of all 
Intelligences from the higheſt to the loweſt. And 
that the Importance of his Teſtimony on this Sub- 
ject might not reſt on mere Aſſertion only, he was 
gifted with the extraordinary Faculty of opening and 
unfolding this internal or ſpiritual Senſe of the 


Whole of the Books of Genefis, Exodus, and the, 


R-velations, and occaſionally of various Paſſages 
both of the Old and New Teſtament, which bf hath 
done in a Manner ſo edifying and convincing, par- 
ticularly in his Work entitled Arcana Cæleſtia, that 
I am perſuaded every well - diſpoſed Chriſtian, who 
acknowledges the Divine Inſpiration of the Hol 
Word, muſt needs be at once aſtoniſhed, delighte 
and inſtructed by it. 

Sor. Pray, Sir, have not other Writers, both an- 
cient and modern, maintained in like Manner the 
Exiſtence of a ſpiritual or internal Senſe in the ſacred 
Zcriptures? If I recolle right, I have — 
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that ſome of the ancient Fathers were of this O- 
Pn. They were; particularly Origen, who abounds 
much in allegorical-Interpretations of the Letteral or 
Hiſtorical Parts of the Bihle. There have not been 
wanting alſo ſpiritual Writers in modern Limes, who 
have had extraordinary Views of the ſame Nature, and 
have been enabled to open the ſacred Books in the 
Way of much Edification and Comfort, according to 
this their hidden or myſtical Signification,* But I 
will venture to ſay there is none, either Ancient or 
Modern, who was ever ſo wonderfully gifted with a 
Talent of this Sort as Baron Swedenborg, and I only 
wiſh, you to read his Interpretation of the Books of 
Genefis, Exodus, and the Revelations, to judge ſor 
yourſelf in this Matter. In regard to my own par- 
ticular Caſe, I am bound to acknowledge my infinite 
Obligations to the Divine Providence, for having 
brought me acquainted with Writings, which have 
taught me. ſuch a Veneration for my Bible as I con- 
feſs I never felt before, and have beſidles opened its 
holy and hidden Contents in a Manner { entirely ſat- 
isfatary and edifying ; and though you know I am 
not naturally of a warm Temper, yet when I reflect 
on the Idcas ſuggeſted in the Writings of Baron Swe- 
denborg concerning the Holy Word, what it is, and 
what it contains; eſpecially. when I am enabled to 
ſee in Tome Degree into the heavenly Contents, and 
* See particularly Dr. Hehry More's Cabbala, containing a 
ſpiritual, moral, and philoſophical Explication of the three firſt 
Chapters of Genefis, Sce alſo Biſhop Hall's Contemplations, 
and Bromley's Journeys of the Children of Iſrael through the 
Wilderneſs ; and in our own Times, Dr. Horne's Commentary 
on the Pſalms, and the Reverend Mr. Jones“ Lectures on the 
figurative Language of the Scriptures; all which Works aze 
earneſtly recommended to the Reader's Peruſal, as tending to 
77 and form the Mind to edifying Conceptions of the hidden 
iſdom and Sanctities of the Holy Word. To theſe might be 
added a long Lift of German and French Divines, all of them 


Perſons of acknowledged Picty and Learning, who bear the ſame 
Teſti mony. 2 


4 - 
1 


am made ſenſible of their Divine Sanctity; I can nev- 
er think or ſpeak on the Subject but with a pleaſing, 
and, I truſt, profitable Mixture of Warmth and De- 
light ; and I conſider it ſuch an Argument in Favour 
0 


the Teſtimony of Baron Swedenborg, as no Mira- 


cles whatever could ſupply e- ; | 

'Sorn. Sir, you have touched a tender String, and 
inſpired me with a moſt ardent Longing to look into 
the Writings in Queſtion ; for it has ever been my 
own private Opinion, though I ſcarce knew whence 
it came, or in what it was grounded, that there was 
a hidden Myſtery contained in the Letter of Scripture, 
which few, if any, were acquainted with ; and I al- 
ways thought that the Pſalmiſt meant Something of 
this when he ſays, Open thou mine Eyes, that I 
may ſee the wondrous Things cf thy Law y'“ for 
ſurely if the Divine Law had contained no wondrous 
Things, but what were viſible in the Letter, there 
would have been no Occaſion to pray unto God for 
Illumination to diſcover and ſee them. 

Pur. Yeu are certainly right; and the ſame 
Thing is made equally maniſeſt by what is written of 
our Lord after his Reſurrection, where it is ſaid, 
Then opened He their Underſtandings, that they 
might underſtand the Scriptures ;”+ for the Diſci- 
ples, before this Time, had doubtleſs frequently read 
and underſtood the Letter of the Scriptures, but for 
Want of having their Underſtandings opened, they 
had not ſeen into or underſtood zhe Spirit therect, 
that is, the ſpiritual 'Things contained under the Let- 
ter, which had all oi them Relation to our Lord and 
to his Kingdom, as he himſelf plainly declares in the 
preceding Verſe : It is clear alſo, from St. Paul's al- 
legorical Interpretation of ſome Paſſages in the Old 
Teſtament, that he had his Eyes opened to ſee into 
an internal Senſe of the Sacred Hiſtory, which he 
therefore calls the Wiſdom of God in a e 


* 
* Pſalm exix. 18. IIe iv. 45. 
3 See particularly Gal. iv. 24 to 31. 


I ev 2 jy woo 9 ee 


a £ wo Gin Boe B Ei. . 8 


SOPHRON AND P1ILADELPHUS. 47 


the hidden Wiſdom :* And therefore there is Noth- 
ing of Novelty in the Sentiment ;- the only Wonder 
is, that the Holy Writings have not been more gen- 
erally attended to and regarded in this View, as be- 
ing the real Word of God; for ſurely common Senſe 
and on, muſt ſees that if they are the Word of 
God, they muſt needs gontain the whole Will and 
Wiſdom of God, and yet it is equally plain that this 
Divine Will and Wiſdom are not manifeſt in the 
mere Letter and Hiſtory, of Conſequence they muſt 
reſide in the internal or ſpiritual Senſe. 

Soren. Well, Sir, I believe I ſhall loſe no Time in 
making myſelf acquainted with the Writings of Ba- 
ron $Swedenborg, which promiſe ſuch a rich Source 
of Edification and Entertainment as you ſpeak of ; 
and at preſent I ſhall be glad if you will acquaint me 
with the Doctrine of Life recommended in theſe 
Writings, which you mentioned as a further Teſti- 
mony in the Author's Favour. And firſt, What am 
I 5 Ader tand by your Expreſſion, the Doctrine of 

ife! | 4 4 7 ' 

Putt. I mean by it a Deſcription or Expoſition of 
a truly Chriſtian Life, or ſuch a Life as leads to the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

Sor n. Are not all agreed that a truly Chriſtian 
Life conſiſts in keeping the Commandments of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and that this is the only Way which leads to 
Heaven? Can there be any other Doctrine of Life 
beſides this? . 
Pur. It may ſeem as if all were agreed in this 
Point, and as if it were impoſſible they could diſagree; 
and yet ſo it has unhappily come to paſs, that there 
is amongſt Chriſtian Teachers at this Day, a total 
Diſagreement on this Subject. Thus you will find 
ſome inſiſting on Charity alone as a Preparative for 


Heaven, ſome on Faith alone, and others on good 


Works alone. Some, you will obſerve, recommend a 


moral Life ſeparate from a ſpiritual Life ; _ 


21. Cor. ii. 7. 
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fall into the contrary Extreme, and exalt a fpiritual 
Life ſeparate from a moral Life. Some again main- 
tain, that Man is fitted for Heaven merely through 
the Operations of Divine Grace, without any Regard 
to his own Exertions ; whilſt others lay all the Serefs 
upon human Exertiong withgbt any Regard to Di- 
vine Grace and ſuper-mtura Aids; not to mention 
a Variety of other Sentiments, in which. the Chriſ- 
tian World at this Day is moſt miſerably divided, ſo 
that it is become difficult for a ſimple Mind to diſ- 
cover the Truth, and ſtill more difficult to adhere to 
e 
Sor n. And pray, Sir, what new Light is thrown 
upon this Subject in the Writings of Baron Sweden- 
ie? 1 Pk oo . 


Fur. No new Light at all, but only that which. 


was from the Beginning, unleſs it may be called new 
to expoſe the Errors which had crept into the Church 
through a Departure from the old Commandment. 
In the Writings therefore of Baron Swedenborg, you 
will ſee a clear and full Refatation of all that Doctrine 
which would teach, that Man maybe ſaved either by 
Charity alone, or by Faith alone, or by good Werks a- 
lone; or by a moral Life ſeparate from a ſpiritual N ife, 
or by a ſpiritual Life ſeparate from a ke Life; dr by 
Divine Grace without 35 58s to his own free Exer- 
tions, or by his own free Exertions without Re | 

to Divine Grace. Having thus taught what a Chriſ- 
tian Life is not, the Author next proceeds to ſhew, 
and demonſtrate from the holy Scriptures, what it 
really is; and his Doctrine on the intereſting Subject 
may de reduced to the following Summary. A truly 
Chriſtiar: Life is a Life which leads to Heaven, and to be 
led to Heaven is the fame Thing as to be formed in the 
Image, Likeneſs, and Spirit of Heaven, according to 


our Lord's Declaration, The Kingdon of Heaven 


is within you.” A truly Chril ife therefore is 
that which tends moſt perfectly to r and form in 
Man che Image, Likeneſs, and Spirit Heaven: But 


_ 
4 
- 
* 
* 


Whcreas 


, ! 


9 K DW , = e WNT WWW omg” WW OM 
2 


SOPHRON AND PHILADELPHUS. 49 


whereas Man conſiſts of diffrent Parts or Principles, 
each of them capable, in its Degree, of receiving 
this heavenly Image, Likeneſs, and Spirit, therefore 
this heavenly Image, Likeneſs, and Spirit cannot be 
fully opened and formed, unleſs it be opened and form- 
ed in each Part or Principle. 'Theſe Parts or Prin- 
ciples are in general the Will, the Underſtanding, 
and the Act or Operation thence proceeding. A tru- 
ly Chriſtian Life therefore hath Reſpect to theſe three 
ſeveral Parts or Principles of Man, to open and form 
each of them according to the Image, Likeneſs, and 
Spirit of Heaven : The Will is thus opened and form- 


ed by Charity, with all its heavenly attendant Graces 


and Virtues : The Underſtanding is thus opened and 
formed by Faith, with all the bright Knowledges and 
Perceptions of holy Truth thereto appertaining : 
And laſtly, the Act or Operation is ſo formed by good 
Works, or an obedient Practice of the Things which 
Charity and Faith diQtate. A truly Chriſtian Life 
therefore, or a Life which leads to Heaven, is a Lite 
of Charity, of Faith, and of good Works conjointly : 
If the Heart and Lungs are ſeparated all hodily Ac- 
tion ceaſes ; in like Manner if you ſeparate any one 
of theſe three Conſtituents of a Chriſtian Life from the 
other two, they all periſh ; but being joined together, 
they tend to each other's Stability and Perfection, 
and thereby to the Stability and Perfection of all the 
Parts and Principles of Man, and this in the Degree 
in which each is cultivated, and brought into due 
Subordination. 

Sor u. Pray, Sir, in what Senſe do you here uſe the 
Terms Charity and Faith ? It ſeems to me that the 
—— you annex to theſe Terms is Somewhat 
different from what is generally received. 

1 according to the Senſe in which it 
is underſtood and applied in the Writings of Baron 
Swedenborg, is the Divine Life of holy Love, proceed- 
ing from the Lord God the Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his Holy oma in Man's Will, whereby hs 

18 
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— 
is led earneſtly to forſake all Evil, and to love God 
and Goodneſs above all Things, and his Neighbour as 
himſelf, and to live a Life according to ſuch Love, 
fulfilling faithfully, uprightly, and conſcientiouſly all 
the relative Duties of his Rank, Station and Calling : 
And Faith, according to the Senſe in which it is un- 
derſtood and applied in the ſame Writings, is the Di- 
vine Life of holy and pure Wiſdom, or Truth, from 


the ſame Lord God and Saviour, and his holy Word, 


opened and operative in Man's Underſtanding, where- 
by he is led to reject all Perſuaſions which are contra- 
ry to heavenly Truth, and to confirm ſuch as are a- 
greeable thereto, and thereby to attain a clear and 
diſtin Knowledge and Perception in his Mind of the 
Nature of Good and Evil, with their ſeveral Degrees 
and Qualities, and alſo the Natures, Meaſures, and 
Orders of the ſeveral Duties thence reſulting : ſo that 
as Charity is the eſſential Life of Faith, Faith on its 
Part is the eſſential Light of Charity, and each is 
neceſſary for the other's Exiſtence, Preſervation, Qual- 
ification, and Operation. It is proper however to 
be obſerved, that in the Writings of Baron Sweden- 
borg, Charity is always conſidered as having the 
Preeminence over Faith, that is, Purity of Will and 
of Life is conſidered as infinitely ſurpaſling all ſpecu- 
lative Knowledge and mere .Contemplation of holy 
Things: Nevertheleſs, ſuch ſpeculative Knowledge, 
when grounded in the genuine Fruth of God's holy 
Word, is ſhewa to have its great and manifold Uſes, 
both as leading to the Diſcovery of genuine Charity, 
and as tending to confirm, qualify, exalt, and perfect 
it when diſcovered, | 
Sorn. In what Senſe then is a moral Life conſid- 
ered by Baron Swedenborg? 
Puli. As originating in genuine Charity and Faith, 
and being Charity and Faith, in Operation ; or in 
other Words, as conſiſting in good Works, preceeding 
from good Motives, and being thereby the Baſis and 


| Foundation 


SopHRON AND PHtLaDELPHUS. 51 


Foundation of ſpiritual Life in Man, and therefore ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the Exiſtence of his ſpiritual Life, 
juſt as it is neceſſary for the Exiſtence of a Houſe to 
have a Foundation to ſtand upon. This kind of 
Morality is the outward Form of Charity and Faith, 
a living form if it be joined with and grounded in 
Charity and Faith, but a dead Form if it be ſeparated 
from and hath not Reſpe& unto thoſe heavenly Prin- 
ciples. It is further to be noted, that by the Conjunc- 
tion of Charity, Faith, and good Works, Man's ſpiri- 
tual and moral Life are joined together in One, and 
the whole Man is formed according to the Image, 
Likeneſs, and Spirit of Heaven. 1 
Sorn. But you were ſpeaking concerning the Op- 
erations of Divine Grace, and the Exertions of Man, 
as being confounded together by ſome Writers: 
Pray how are theſe Operations and Exertions recon- i 
ciled in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg ? I 
Pait.. The Charity and Faith, of which we have 4 
been ſpeaking as to their Origin, are ſhewn to be not 
of Man, but of God, 3 every good and per- 
fect Gift is from above; they are therefore God's 
continual Gift to Man, but then they are given to 
Man to exerciſe freely as his own, and whilſt he fo 
exerciſeth them, and at the fame time acknowledgeth 
in Humiliation and Self-Abaſement that they are 
; from above, that is, from the Lord God the Saviour, 
they are then imputed and appropriated to Him, and 
become his for Salvation and eternal Life; ſo that he 
liveth freely the Life of Charity and Faith, as if it 
was his own proper Life ſelf-derived, and yet con- 
feſſeth it at the ſame Time to be a Lite derived from 
another, that is, from God ; thus he acknowledgeth 
all Salvation to be purely the Effect of the Divine 
Grace and Mercy, yet not without the Concurrence 
of his own free Exertions, for it is by his own free 
Exertions that ſuch Divine Grace and Mercy are 
implanted, and acquire Life, Formation, Stability, 
and Operation in him; otherwiſe they muſt remain 
* Things 
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Things foreign to him, and can have no place i 
him, not being received and exerciſed in his free Will 

Sorn. Is the Doctrine of free Will then maintain 
ed in theſe Writings ? | 

Pat. Yes, Sir, in all its Purity and its fulleſt Ex 
tent; and Nothing can be more ediiying than wha 
is ſaid on this Subject, and the Manner of reconcilin: 
the free Will of the Creature, with the free Grace an 
Operation of God. 4 
1 - n. I have been told, that Baron — 

eld ſome particular Sentiments reſpecting the Fall 
of Man. = 

Pn. His Sentiments are only particular in this, 
that he conſiders the preſent fallen State of Man not 
as an Effect of the Tranſgreſſion of one ſingle Perſon 
alone, but of many Perſons p {tively through 
ſucceſhve Generations ; he ſhews — it conſiſts in a 
Departure from the Love of the Creator and mutual 
Love, into the Love of Self, of the World, and of the 
Fleſh, and of the various Concupiſcencies therein 
originating, and this ſucceſſively with Accumulation 
ſrom Parents to their Poſterity, each adding his own 
acquired to his hereditary Evils, and tranſmitting 
them ſo increaſed to his Progeny, ſo that Man's nat- 
ural Life at this Day, which he derives hereditarily 
from his Parents, is become altogether evil and infer- 
nal : And herein is grounded Neceſlity of deep 
Repentance, Faith in an incarnate God, and real Re- 

eration and Renovation in all the ſeveral human 
roperties and Principles, before Man can be meet 
for Admiſhon into the Kingdom of Heaven, which 
is a Kingdom of pure diſintereſted Love and Charity. 

Sorn. Is it not aſſerted in theſe Writings, that 
the Rich may enter into Heaven as eaſily as the 
Poor ? 

Pair. Yes, Sir; the mere Poſſeſſion of Riches, is 
there ſhevn, will preclude none from the Kingdom 
of Heaven. It is the Love of Wealth, and not the 
mere Poſſeſſion thereof, which is a 1 to 
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Man's Salvation. Theſe Writings clearly prove that 
it is Self-love and the Love of the World, that op- 
poſes and obſtructs Man's Entrance into Heaven; 
becauſe theſe two Kinds of Love are principally op- 


poſite to the pure Love of God and of our Neigh- 


bour, in which the Life of Heaven conſiſts, and by 
which it is opened and formed in Man. In living 
therefore a Life which leads to Heaven, the chief 
Difficulty is, according to the Teſtimony of Baron 
Swedenborg, to remove Self-love and the Love of 
the World, with their various attendant Concupiſ- 
cencies, fo that the Love of God and neighbourly 
Love may have free Admiſſion into the Heart, and 
Formation in the Life. It is therefore of no Conſe- 
quence, in this Reſpect, whether a Man be rich or 
poor as to his outward Circumſtances, becauſe in 
either Cafe he may remain in Self-love and the Love 
of the World, or, he may purify himſelf from thoſe 
unclean Affections. 

Sor n. There is no Call then in theſe Writings to 
any Peculiarities of Life. | 

Part. Only the Peculiarities of forſaking all inor- 
dinate ſelfiſh and worldly Love, and ftriving to become 
perfect in heavenly Love and Charity, by a faithful, 
ſincere, and npright Diſcharge of all the relative 


Duties to which every one is called by Providence, in 


his reſpective Character, Station, Office and Employ- 
ment, whether as a King or a Subject, a Pneft or a 
Layman, a Stateſman or a Soldier, a Merchant or a 
Mechanic: No Auſterities are inſiſted on, but this 
Sacrifice of Self-love; and no Renunciation of the 
World, but this Renunciation of the inordinate Love 
of it: Nay, it is much inſiſted on, that a Life in the 
World is abſolutely neceſſary to fit Man for Heaven, 
becauſe otherwiſe he can have no Opportunities for 
the Exerciſe of Charity, and conſequently no Oppor- 
tunities for renouncing and expelling Self-love. But 
you muſt read for yourſelf on theſe important Sub- 
jets, for I find it impoſſible for me to acquaint you 
E 2 with 
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with a Thouſandth Part of all the Particulars relating 
to a good Life, which are declared in the Writings 


of Baron Swedenborg, and which have made me ſo 


frequently bleſs the Day, when I firſt ſet Eyes upon 

Sor n. Well, Sir, from the Information you have 
been ſo kind to favour me with, I think I ſhall hardly 
be content to remain much 2 a Stranger to the 
Writings in Queſtion: For ſurely to recommend ſuch 
Purity of Life, to expreſs ſuch Veneration for the holy 
Scriptures, and to exalt ſo highly the Perſon, Office, 
and Character of the Chriſtian Redeemer, are weigh- 
ty Arguments in their Favour. 

Pair. Sir, they appear to me ſuch Arguments as 
no ſober, ſerious, and unprejudiced Chriſtian can 
poſſibly withſtand ; and ſure I am, that Nothing but 
Prejudice ariſing either from the Evil of Life, or from 
Mil-information reſpecting the honourable Author's 
Character and his Works, could induce any one to 
forego all that Variety of curious Inveſtigation and 
— Inſtruction with which they abound. 
Sor. I am much obliged to you for the Satisfac- 

tion you have afforded me in your Anſwers to my 
ſeveral Enquiries. Being called away by particular 
Buſineſs at preſent, I muſt take my Leave of you; 


but I hope at ſome future Time to have an Opportu- 


nity of renewing my Converſation with you on, this 
very intereſting Subject. Farewell. 
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DIALOGUE II. 


SOPHRON, 


Y dear Philadelphus, I am glad to take you 

again by the Hand, and have long wiſhed for 
this Pleafure : Since our laſt Interview I have been 
led, in Conſequence of the Encouragement you had giv- 
en me, to look into ſome of the Theological Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg, and I think I have Reaſon to 
thank the Divine Providence for what I have found 
therein ; for ſurely never was the Way to Heaven 
pointed out more plainly. The Doctrines you men- 
tioned concerning the Chriſtian Lord, concerning the 
Holy Scriptures, and concerning a truly Chriſtian 
Life, are indeed moſt comfortable, animating, edify- 
ing, and convincing ; and though I was highly 
pleaſed with what you related in Regard to each of 
thoſe Doctrines, I am infinitely better ſatisfied fince 1 
read and judged for myſelf, drinking at the Fountain 
Head. There are alſo ſeveral other Doctrines, which 
have afforded me extraordinary Delight, and which 
appear to me ſtrong collateral Evidences at leaſt in 
Favour of the 2 2 Teſtimony: Such are the 
Doctrine of Correſpondence between Things ſpiritual 
and Things natural, the Doctrine of Influx, the Doc- 
trine of Degrees, the Doctrine of Providence, of Im- 
putation, — of Baptiſm, and of the Holy 
Supper, with many others that do not immediately 
occur to my Remembrance, all tending to deliver 
the Mind from perverted Ideas of the Truth, and to 
eſtabliſh it on ſolid Principles both as to 1 
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and Practice. But, Sir, T find the Author declares 


himſelf to the World, not only as a Teacher of Doc- 
trines, but alſo in the ſuperior Character of a Seer, 
one that had his ſpiritual Senſes open To as to hold 
Communication with the inviſible World of Spirits 
and Angels ; and that he makes known in his Writ- 
ings ſeveral extraordinary Particulars in Relation to 
that World, and to the State of Man after Death when 
he enters therein. Now, Sir, though what he ſays on 
this Subject gives no offence to my own Mind, but 
quite the contrary, ſerving to confirm my Belief in a 
future Life and its great Realities, yet, as I am a- 
ware many will object to this Part of his Character, I 
ſhould be glad to know your Sentiments on the Sub- 
ject, both for the fuller Satisfaction of my own Mind, 
and alſo for the removing the Scruples of others. 
Pa1t., This Subject is ſo fully treated of in two ex- 
cellent Prefaces, written by a pious and learned Cler- 


gyman of the Church of England, and prefixed, one 


to the Treatiſe on Heaven and Hell, and the other to 
the Treatiſe on Influx, tranſlated by him from the 
Latin of Baron Swedenborg, that I think no candid 
Perſon can wiſh for any further Satisfaction in Regard 
to this Part of the Baron's Character; the Peruſal of 
which I beg Leave to recommend not only to you but 
to every other Perſon who feels diſpoſed to read the 
Baron's Writings. It is not however to be expected 
that a'carnal and careleſs World will be perſnaded, 
by any Arguments of Man, to believe what is ſo con- 
trary to their own groſs and earthly Apprehenſtons, 
The Spirit of Scepticiſm and Sadduciſm, in Regard 
to all Communication between the viſible and inviſible 
Worlds, is at this Day ſo prevalent, that there is 
Room to queſtion whether the Report even of an 
Angel from Heaven, if ſuch a Being were to appear 
amongſt us, would be able to overcome it. © If I have 
told you earthly Things and ye believe not, how ſhall 
ye believe if I tell you heavenly Things,” * 5 + Re- 
uke, 


* John iii. 12. 
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buke, which was ſurely never more applicable than 
to the incredulous Temper of the preſent 'Times : 
And what is moſt extraordinary, and ſeems moſt to be 
lamented, is, that this Temper hath taken deeper 
Root amongſt the Learned than the Unlearned, inſo- 
much that it is even conſidered as a Reflection on the 
Character of a Philoſopher and a Man of Letters, 
and a Proof of a little, narrow, or ſuperſtitious Mind, 
to admit of any ſuper-natural Agency either in the 
Way of Voice or Viſion, Nevertheleſs, the Simple 
and the Sincere, who believe in a Heaven and Hell, 
and in a Life after Death ; and who are perſuaded, 
on the Authority of their Bibles, that Men like them- 
ſelves,* even during their Abode in the Body, have 
been admitted to ſee and hear what paſſes in another 
World, will not, it is to be hoped, ſo eaſily become 
the Dupes of ſuch unhappy Incredulity. They will 
be convinced at leaſt, that it is poſſible for the Almigh- 
ty to effect at this Day what he has done in Days of 
old, and where the particular Purpoſes of his Provi- 
dence require it, to open both the Eyes and Ears of 
his choſen Servants to a more immediate Intercourſe 
with Himſelf and his inviſible Kingdom. They will 
ſee alſo, if they be at all acquainted with eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, that ſomething of this Sort of ſpiritual Com- 
munication has been vouchſafed in all Ages and 
Periods of the Church ; and though it is not to be 
denied that many falſe and groundleſs Relations of 
this Kind have been and are ſtill circulated, yet they 
will be enabled to diſtinguiſh between the true and 
the falſe, the real and the pretended, and will not re- 
je& what is genuine on Account of what is ſpurious, 
any more than they would reje& Sterling Coin be- 
cauſe there are Counterfeits. * 
PH, 


* See the variaus Viſions of the Prophets, as deſcribed in their 
Writings throughout. See alſo St. Paul's Relation of himſelf, 
Jok Cor, xii, 1 to 5, and the Whole of the Revelations of St. 

ohn, 
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Sor u. You think then that the Teſtimony of Bar- 


on Swedenborg, in Regard to his ſupernatural Com- 
n 


munications, is well 

Pair. As to myſelf, I eandidly confeſs, I do not 
entertain the ſmalleſt Doubt concerning it, whatſoev- 
er Imputation, of Weakneſs, Credulity, Superſtition, 
or Ignorance, this Conſeſſion may expoſe me to. In 
Regard to others, I do not expect or even with them 
to believe merely on the Authority of my Sentiments, 
nor ſhall I quarrel or diſpute with any one, who is 
not difpoſed to think with me on this Matter. But, 
this I will be bold to aſſert, that it is the Duty of ev- 
ery Chriſtian at this Day, to think well for himſelf 
on the Subject, without reſting too much on the Opin- 
ions of fallible Men; and not to be haſty in rejecting 
an Authority like that of Baron Swedenborg, 
merely becauſe he declares that he has ſeen 
and heard, what the Prophets and Saints of 
old declared they had ſeen and heard; re- 
membering the ſober and fold Advice formerly 
given on a ſimilar Occaſion, If a Spirit or an An- 
gel hath ſpoken to him, let us not fight againſt God.” * 
And in Order to form a juſt Judgment, it appears to 
me that every candid Perſon is hound to conſider fur- 
ther the Nature and Tendency of that Information 
which Baron Swedenborg brings concerning another 
World, for this ought ſurely to have its proper Weight 
and Influence. s to myſelf, when J reflect on the 
uniform ſerious Aſſeverations of a pious and learned 
Man like Baron Swedenborg, during a Courſe of 
more than twenty-five Years, that he was favoured 
with ſuch ſaper-natural Intercourſe ; when I confid- 
er that he was as ſecure from the Deluſions of Enthu- 
ſiaſm or an overheated Imagination, as ſound Senſe 
and Bobriety of Underſtanding could render any Mor- 
tal ; when I weigh further the Particular and inter- 
eſting Relations, which in Conſequence of his extraor- 
dinary Communications he has publiſhed concerning 
the other World, their Harmony, Conſiſtence, Vari- 
cty, Importance, and edifying Tendency ? _ _— 
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I ſee all this at the ſame Time ſupported and confirm- 
ed by a Purity and Conſiſtence of Liſe and Doctrine 
agreeable thereto and correſponding therewith, I muſt 
confeſs I feel a Weight of Evidence reſpecting the 
Author and his Writings which I cannot withitand, 
and if ſuch Evidence is. not to be admitted as valid, 
it will be difficult to ſay what Evidenee, in ſuch a Caſe, 
is admiſſible. But in this, as in all other Things, 
People muſt be left to judge for themſelves, for it is 
one of the Maxims inculcated by our Author, that no 
Perſon's free Will ſhould be forced. 

Sor u. Sir, I entirely agree with you in this, that 
it is beſt to leave ſuch Things to every one's own 
private Conſcience ; for it appears to me that each 
will be determined in his Judgment herein, not ſo 
much by the Arguments and Reaſonings of others, 
as by the Bias of his own. particular Diſpoſition. If 
his Mind be ſet towards the Things of Heaven, he 
will be diſpoſed to credit thoſe who bring him a Re- 
lation of ſuch Things, eſpecially if he finds ſuch Re- 
lation agreeable to the obvious Senſe of the Holy 
Scriptures, and tending to Purity of Life; but if his 
Mind be towards the Things of this World only, it is 
not then to be expected that the Relations of heaven- 
ly Meſſengers, howſoever well authenticated, will find 
Acceptance, according to that ſtriſting Teſtimony of 
our Lord, © If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, 
neither will they be perſuaded though one roſe from 
the Dead.“ Leaving therefore this Matter for the 
preſent, I muſt now trouble you on another Subject, 


which ſomewhat perplexes me, and. which is frequent- 


ly ſpoken of in the Writings of Baron. Swedenborg, 
and that is a New Church. Pray, Sir, what am I to 
underſtand concerning this New Church ? 

Pair. May I firſt aſk, what is the Idea which you 
annex to the Term Church ? 

Sorn. In my Opinion, Sir, the Term is of a very 
vague indefinite Signification, as uſed in our Lan- 

guage : 


Luke xvi. 31. 
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guage: For Inſtance, we call a Building of Brick and 
Stone a Church, when it is conſecrated to ſacred 
Purpoſes : We talk alſo of the Church of England, 
the Church of Scotland, the Church of Rome, &c, 
meaning thereby, as I ſhbuld ſuppoſe, certain diſtinct 
Congregations of Perſons united together by ſome 
| | particular Tenets of Faith and Doctrine, or particular 
| Modes of Worſhip : We profeſs to believe alſo in the 
| Holy Catholic Church, by which, as I have always 
been taught to conceive, is meant the real Church of N 
| Chriſt, or the Congregation of his true Children 
| throughout the whole World, by whateyer particular 
| Names they are called, or by whatever particular 
Doctrines and Modes of Worſhip they are diſtinguiſh- 
ed, who worſhip Him in Spirit and in Truth, that is, 
| according to his Holy Will and Commandment. 
| Pur. And pray, Sir, according to your Opinion, 
| in which of theſe ſeveral Senſes is the Term Church 


_ wa aa Za £<@ 


moſt properly to be underſtod ? 
Sorn. I ſhould think in the latter. : c 
Pur. Why do you think ſo? n 


Sorn. Becauſe it is very plain, from the general © 

Uſe of the Term in the ſacred Scriptures, as where 

our Lord ſaith, «© Upon this Rock will I build my 

Church;““ and where the Apoſtle calleth-the Church 

the Bovy or Cur13T, that it does not ſignify a Build- 

ing of Brick and Stone only; for the ſame Reaſon 

neither can it ſignify any particular Congregation of 

People united together by particular Modes of Wor- 

ſhip and Tenets of Faith becauſe it is poſſible that 

ſuch Congregation, notwithſtanding their Modes of 

Worſhip and Tenets of Faith and rine, may be 

very unchriſtian and wicked People, and conſequently MW a 

cannot conſtitute that Body of Chriſt the Church, be 

I which muſt needs be pure and clean both in Heart Fe 

| and Life: The Term Church therefore, properly {ct 
| and ſcripturally ſpeaking, as it appears to me, is to 

be conceived in an univerſal Senſe as „ Le 
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all true Believers, who worſhip the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 
in Spirit and in Truth. 
Pur. You diſtinguiſh then between the Term 
Church when ſpoken of a Building of Brick and 
Stone ; of a particular Congregation of Chriſtians ; 
and of the univerſal Body of ſincere Bekevers through- 
out the World ? R 
- u. I do. 5 
HIL. And according to this laſt Senſe, you think, 
it is properly and ſcripturally denominated the Church 
of Chriſt ? 
Sorn. Yes. | 
Part. And that particular Congregations of Peo- 
ple, may, or may not, make a Part of the univerſal 
Church, or Church of Chriſt, or Body of Chriſt, ac- 
cording as their Lives are formed, or not formed, in 
Agreement with and Obedience to the Spirit of a 9 
* right Faith and Love towards Chriſt? 1 
h Soya. That is my Meaning. | 3 7 | 
Pait. May I aſk you further then, What do you 
conceive to be the real genuine conſtituent Principles 
neceſſary to form what is properly called the Body 
al or Church of Chriſt ? 
re Son. I ſhould apprehend ſuch Principles to be a 
ny genuine Faith and Love towards Chriſt, operating 
ch in the Heart and Life, producing all the Varieties of 
d. Chriſtian Graces, Virtues, and Fruits, and tending 
on thus to Man's Purification, a Renewal in an heavenly 
of Nature and Image, and conſequently a Conjunction 
or- with Heaven. | 
vat Pur. No Modes of Worſhip then, no Tenets or 
of Doctrines of Faith, no particular Code of Articles or 
be Canons, according to your Opinion, can conſtitute 
tly ga Church, properly and ſcripturally ſo called, if they 
ch, de ſeparared from the Purities of a genuine Chriſtian 
art Faith and Love operating as you — juſt now de- 


to Sorn. That is my Opinion: All ſuch Things, as 
ing L conceive, when in a State of Separation from True 
; F Cl iſti 
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Chriſtian Faith and Love, productive of Newneſs of [ 

Life, may rather be conſidered as the Sepulchre or t 

Skeleton of a Church, than the Church itſelf. : 

Pair, Your Opinion is certainly right; keep cloſ: 

to this juſt Idea of a Church, and you will readily 0 
and clearly apprehend all that Baron Swedenborg f 
| has ſaid in Regard to a new Church. His Doctrine ] 
k on the Subject is ſimply this ; The preſent Chriſtian 1 
| Church, through an unhappy Departure from genuine 


Faith and Love, is come to its Decline, and become } 
no Church, for where genuine Faith and Love are MW b 
wanting, there can be no Church, according to your e 


own Principles. Not that it is to be ſuppoſed that, at 
this Day, there are no good People in the Chriſtian C 
World, who fear and love God, but that the Number ſe 
of ſuch is ſo ſmall, in Reſpect to the whole Body of M jr 
Chriſtians ſo called at large, that they may compara- ſe 
tively be called none, anfwering to that Deſcription in N cr 

- the Prophet, © Yet Gleaning Grapes ſhall be left in T 
it as the ſhaking of an Olive-Tree, two or three Ber- 1: 
ries in the Top of the uppermoſt Bough, four or five MW F. 
in the outmoſt fruitful Branches thereof.”* Neverthe- al 
leſs, the Divine Mercy and Wiſdom requires, that ri. 
there {ſhould be a Church on Earth, wherein the M 
LORD may be known, loved, and obeyed, and U 
thus Man may have Conjunction with God, and ar 
God with Man, otherwiſe Mankind muſt periſh W w. 
everlaſtingly : It hath therefore pleaſed the LORD I et 
at this Time to lay the Foundations of a New Church a 
or, in other Words, to make ſuch new Diſcoveries of M tio 
Himſelf, his heavenly Will and Wiſdom, and the 
eternal Laws of his Kingdom and Government, 
derived from the genuine Spirit and uncorrupted Senſe 
of his Holy Word, as may operate to the Reſtoration 
of genuine Faith, Love, and Charity again amongſt 
Men, and to the Re- production thereby of all Chriſtian 
Graces and Virtues, and thus to the heavenly Order, 
Happineſs, and final Salvation of the Human Race, 

| 3 
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by — them to Conjunction with Heaven and 
the God of Heaven, in the Love, the Knowledge, 
and the Practice of the Laws of Heaven. 

Sor un. But why ſhould this Church be called a new 
Chusch? Are not all Churches one and the ſame, 
from the Beginning of the World, as conſtituting the 
Lord's Body, and conſiſting of the ſame ſpiritual 
Principles? 

Pu. Conſider, Sir, and apprehend this well. In 
Regard to Life and Eſſence, there never was or can 
be more than one real and true Church, as there nev- 
er was, or can be, more than one Will and Lav cf 
God, one Way of Salvation, and one Body ct Jeſus 
Chriſt ; for Life eternal, or ſpiritual Lite, in its IA- 
ſence, ever was, and ever muſt be, one and the ſame, 
juſt as Life temporal, or natural Life, as to its L1- 
ſence, ever was and muſt be one and the ſame : Neu- 
ertheleſs, as temporal or natural Life, at different 
Times, and indifferent Places, and by different Means, 
has been variouſly modified, and afſumed different 
Forms and Appearances amongſt Men, ſo it has been 
alſo with ſpiritual or eternal Life ; it has been at va- 
rious Times, and in various Places, and by divers 
Means of new Openings of the genuine 'Truthof God's 
Word, variouſly modified, and aſſumed various Forms 
and Appearances here on Earth, under all which it 
was called, at the 'Time, a new Church ; Neverthe- 
leſs, each new Church was, in Fact, nothing elſe but 
a Renewal or Re- production, and thereby Continua- 
tion of the eſſential Life and Spirit of the preceding 
Church, opened under ſome new Form, Diſpenſation, 
or Appearance, accomodated to the peculiar Circum- 
ſtances of Time, Place, and People, and calculated to 
exhibit to Mankind the Divine Mercy, Love, Wiſdom, 
and Power, in all their infinite Varieties, and ever 
new Glories. It is therefore an unſpeakable Satisfac- 
tion to my own Mind to think, that Abraham, Itaac, 
and Jacob, and every other ſpiritual Member of the 
Church exiſting at that Time, and ſince, were in 
* Heart 
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Heart Chriſtians, as all true Chriſtians are in Heart the 
Children of Abraham, and thus that the Patriarchial, 
Jewiſh, and Chriſtian Churches, were in Eſſence and 
Life One and the Same; and by Parity of Reaſon- 
ing, the New Church now about to be eſtabliſhed 
will, in Eſſence and Life, be One and the Same with 
all preceding Churches, and ſo conſtituted in the uni- 
verſal Body of Jeſus Chriſt, that the good Members 
of all preceding Churches will perceive a Bleſſing from 
it, as its own Members will perceive a Bleſſing from 
and enter into, the Labours of all preceding Church- 
es, according to what is intimated in thoſe Words of 
the Apoſtle, © Theſe all having obtained a good Re- 
port through Faith, received not the Promiſe ; God 
having provided ſome better Thing for us, that they 
without us ſhould not be made perfect.“ * 

Sorn. By a New Church Doctrine then, as ſpoken 
of in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, am I to 
underſtand a new Revelation ? 

Pair. If by a new Revelation you mean a new 
Law; a new Commandment, or a new Divine Word, 
promulged immediately from God, to ſuperſede the 
old Law, Commandment, and Word, this you are 
not in any wiſe to underſtand : But if by a new 
Revelation you mean a Republication and further 
Opening of the old Law, Commandment, and 
Word, ia Order to its being more clearly apprehend- 
ed according to its proper and genuine Senſe and 
Meaning, and that all the Perverſions thereof, ariſing, 
from ſalſe or mere external Interpretations, may be 
rectified, and it may thus have a fuller Admittance 
to, and Operation upon, the Hearts and Lives of 
Mankind, according to its heavenly Spirit and Inten- 
tion; this you are to underſtand. 

Sorn. But ſome may poſſibly aſk, Why are not 
the Holy Scriptures themſelves ſufficient for all theſe 
Purp6les of Inſtruction and Righteouſneſs, without 
the Aid of Baron Swedenborg's Writing? 
Pits 
* Heb. xi. 39.440. 
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Pair, The Holy Scriptures would doubtleſs them- 
ſelves be ſufficient to anſwer all the Purpoſes of heav- 
enly Inſtruction and conſequent Reformation of 
Mankind, provided they were well underſtood and 

ractiſed, according to their genuine Senſe and Signi- 

cation. But it ſhould be conſidered, that they may 
be miſunderſtood, and that without ſound Doctrine 
derived from the Word of God by ſuch as are en- 
lightened, the Word of God itſelf is obſcure, and to 
ſome totally dark, or elſe it is falſified and perverted, 
every one interpreting and underſtanding the Scrip- 


tures according to the Doctrine which he has imbib- 


ed from Infancy. Thus the Jews, by the falſe Doc- 
trine of their Traditions, had totally obſcured and 
perverted the Word of God, making it of none Effect, 
according to our Lord's Teſtimony ; and thus it may 
have happened at the preſent Time, and according to 
the Teſtimony of Baron Swedenborg has really hap- 
pened, in Conſequence whereof the pure Fountain of 
iving Water is become ſo polluted and adulterated, 
as to be inſufficient for the Purpoſe of ſuſtaining ſpiri- 
tual Life; and hence he ſhews the Neceſſity of a pure 
and ſound Form of Doctrine being again opened and 
publiſhed to Mankind, in Order told them to a right 
Underſtanding again of the Holy Word, that they 
may thus drink of the pure Water of Life for In- 
ſtruction and conſequent Renovation in Righteouſ- 
neſs. How ſar the preſent Times required ſuch a 
new Form of Doctrine, and how far the Doctrine o- 
pened in his Writings is calculated to anſwer the 
above great End and Purpoſe, mult be left to the 
Deciſion of ſerious and intelligent Readers. 

Sorh. But Baron Swedenborg calls the Doctrines, 
which he has delivered in his Writings, by the Name 
and Title of the Do&rines of the New Jeruſalem, 
or New Church : How am I to conceive of this ? 

Part. You find, Sir, throughout the Prophets, 
particularly in Iſaiah, Paſſages too numerous to be 
here A wherein Mention is made of a glori- 

2 ous 
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ous State of the Lord's Church, and particularly, 
that the Light of the Moon ſhould be as the Light 
cf the Sun, and the Light of the Sun ſeven-fold, as 
the Light of ſeven Days ;”* *« that inſtead of the 
Thorn ſhall come up the Fir- tree, and inſtead of the 
Brier ſhall come up the Myrtle-tree ;”+ © that for 
Braſs there ſhould be Gold, and for Iron Silver, and 
for Wood Braſs, and for Stones Iron;“ t denoting a 
Manifeſtation of different Degrees of heavenly Truth 
and Goodneſs, as ſuperior to what had been hereto- 
fore known, as the Light of the Sun is ſuperior to 
the Light of the Moon ; or as the Fir-tree and Myr- 
tle-tree are ſuperior to the Thorn and Brier; or as 
Silver and Gold are to the baſer Metals here ſpoken 
of, "Theſe, and many other prophetic Scriptures of 
a hike Nature, have in general been applied to the 
firſt Chriſtian Church eſtabliſhed at our Lord's Com- 
ing in the Fleſh, to denote the Bleflings thereby com- 
municated to Mankind. But that many of theſe 
bleſſed Prophecies remain yet unfulfilled, and have 
Relation to ſome future happy States of the Church 

of God, there is every Reaſon to ſuppoſe. The 
Book of the Revelations puts this Matter out of all 

Doubt, there being expreſs Mention made in this 
Book of a glorious State of the Church poſterior to 

the Lord's firſt Coming, and defcribed under the 

Name and Character of the New Jeruſalem, by 

which, according to the Teſtimony of Baron Swed- 

enborg, is ſignified a New Church, or a new Diſpen- 

ſation of heavenly Truth and Doctrine to be opened 

from the pure Word of God amongſt Men, in the laſt 

Ages cf the World, to reſtore agam pure Love and 

Charity ; to remove all Iniquity, Error, and Diſord- 

cr; and to put Man in Poſſeſſion of all the Bleſſed- 

neſs deſcribed, when the Tabernacle of God ſhall 

be with Men, and he will dwell with them, and they 

| ſhall be his People, and God himſelf ſhall be with 
them, and be their God; and God ſhall wipe away 


* Iſaiah XXX, 26, + Iſaiah Iv. 13. T Iſajab lx. 17. 
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all Tears from their Eyes ; and there ſhall be no 
more Death, neither Sorrow nor Crying, neither ſhall 
there be any more Pain, for the former Things ſhall 
be paſſed away.“ Baron Swedenborg further teſti- 
fies, that the Doctrines of Truth contained in his 
Writings have all of them Reſpect to this new and 
glorious State of the Church, or, New Jeruſalem, and 
were intended to conduct Mankind into it; the Lord 
having choſen him expreſsly for this Purpoſe, to un- 
ſold the ſpiritual internal Senſe of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and to make known again thereby to Mankind 
the great eternal Laws of Order, Truth, and Right- 
couſneſs, which through corrupt Traditions had been 
miſerably perverted, that ſo walking according to 
theſe Laws, they might come out of all falſe and evil 
Principles both of Life and Doctrine, and regain their 
primitive Paradiſiacal State of Innocence, Love, and 
Charity, through a bleſſed Conjunction with God and 
his Kingdom. | | 
Sorn. I am to conceive then of the New Jeruſalem, 
or New Church, that it is a Diſpenſation of the pureſt 
Goodneſs, Truth, Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Order, 
revealed to M:m from the genuine Senſe of the Word 
of God; and that the Doctrines of this New Diſpen- 
ſation are now at this Time opened and publiſhed to 
the World in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg ? 
Pit, This is the true Meaning of the New Church 
as ſpoken of by Baron Swedenborg, But let me 
caution you to diſtinguiſh carefully herein between 
the New Jeruſalem or New Church, and its. Doctrines 
as delivered in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg ; 
for if this Diſtinction be not well attended to, much 
Miſtake and Miſapprehenſion may be the Conſe- 
quence, Remember therefore, that the Doctrines of 
the Church, and the Church itſelf, are very different 
Things. The Doctrineg are merely Principles of 
Truth introductory to th Church; but the Church 
itſelf conſiſts of thoſe Principles brought into Life 
* among 
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amongſt Men, and incorporated with the Spirit of 
Charity, and conjoined thereby with Heaven, and 
thus rendered living, operative, and fruitful from the 
God of Heaven. It is poſſible therefore Man may 
be principled in the Doctrine of the New Church, 
and yet not be a Member of or belong to the New 
Church, N | 

Soren, You would infinuate then, if I underſtand 


: you right, that it is not ſufficient merely to read and 


] 
underſtand the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, in 
Order to become a Member of the New Church, but ' 
that Man muſt be obedient to the Doctrine of that | 
Church therein ſet forth, joining therewith all pure [ 
Love and Charity, by the Practice of Virtue, before t 
he can be ſaid to have a Part in the Bleſſings of the 0 
New Jeruſalem. "Wis, li 

Pair. That is my Meaning: The Writings of 1 
Baron Swedenborg contain merely the Principles of 
the heavenly Science needful to open and form the MW P 
New Church on Earth, either generally or individu- R 
ally; and as ſuch they will be found moſt highly Þ 


emberſliip; but to attain unto Church-Memberſhip, 
it is neceſſary that thoſe Principles ſhould be brought 
into Practice by a Sincere Obedience, according to 
what our Lord ſaid reſpecting the Doctrines which de 
He taught, If ye know theſe Things, happy are ye 
if ye do them.“ Then, and in that Proportion on- * 
Iy, the New Church will be opened and formed both 
individually and generally, which New Church, Sir, 
I conceive to be a State of the moſt exalted Love, 
Charity, and conſequent operative Virtues and 


here on Earth ; conſiſting in an entire Eradication of 
all the inordinate, falſe and. evil Principles of Self 
love and the Love of the World, with all the proud, 
envious, wrathful, and egvetons Affections therein 
originating; and at the ſame Time a Renewal or 
= Regeneration, 


o 
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Regeneration, wrought by the pureſt Principles of 
heavenly Goodneſs and Truth, through Obedience, 
in all the ſeveral Forms and Degrees of human Life, 
whether ſocial, civil, moral, intellectual or ſpiritual, 
according to what I lately ſignified to you in ſpeaking 
of the Doctrine of Life as taught in the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg. Thus, and in no other Way, as 
it, appears to me, and as thoſe Writings abundantly 
teſtify, * can the Tabernacle of God with Men, 
and he dwell with them, and they become his Peo- 
ple.” And of this it would be well that all the 
Readers of theſe Writings ſhould be mindful, leſt 
they ſhould fancy themſelves Members of the New 
Church, merely becuſe they are acquainted and de- 
_ with its Doctrines; whereas, according to the 
Teſtimony of thoſe Writings, the New Church can 
only be implanted in Man through Obedience, and 
paſling through the ſeveral States of Repentance and 
Regeneration, and the Temptations or 'Trials proper 
to each, till his whole Life, in all its Principles, 
Perſuaſions, and Practices, is brought into an entire 
Conformity to the Will and the Wiſdom of God, by 
an abſolute Humiliation and Submiſſion thereto. 
Soren. Well, Sir, my Mind is much ſatisfied and 
delighted with this Idea of a new Church, as tending 
to renew, bleſs, and perfect all the Principles of cor- 
rupt human Nature throughout the Earth, by reſtor- 
ing them to Conjunction with God and Heaven. I 
find myſelf extremely anxious for the propagation f 
a Syſtem ſo benevolent and ſublime, and. already re- 
joice in the ſalutary Effects, which it muſt aſſuredly 
produce. Excuſe me therefore, if I trouble you furch- 
er in aſking, whether you think that many of the 
preſent Clergy are likely to accede to the Doctrine? 
Pair, I can ſee no reaſonable Cauſe why they 
ſhould not, inaſmuch as they will find Nothing in 
thoſe Writings, bu: what they might find m their Bi- 
bles, and what is warranted by the pure Spirit of that 
moſt holy Book. It appears however to m2 as if the 
Matter 
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Matter would reſt ſimply here: If a Clergyman be of 
a worldly Spirit, and be more eager after Gain, Pre- 
ferment, or vain Glory, than the Salvation of Souls 
from a Love of Truth and Goodneſs, he may then 
probably reje& the Teſtimony of Baron Swedenborg, 
and not believe his Writings, and for this plain Rea- 
ſon, becauſe he may from the ſame Cauſe doubt even 
his Bible : But if on the other Hand, he be a ſincere 
Seeker after Truth for Truth's Sake, and be ſo far 


removed from a worldly and ſelfiſh Spirit of Pride, of 


Preeminence, and of falſe Glory, as to deſire earneſtly 
the Salvation of Mankind from a real Love of Good- 
neſs, he will then moſt aſſuredly not only receive, but 
greatly delight in, the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, 
becauſe he will find them moſt perfectly accord both 
with the Spirit of his own Mind, and with the Spirit 
of his Bible. I would however be underſtood to 
make this latter Aſſertion only in Regard to thoſe, 
whoſe Minds have not been warped by Prejudices and 
Mitrepreſentations, for theſe Things, we know, ſome- 
times have an Influence on the beſt diſpoſed Minds, 
to make them reje& ſor a Time what afterwards, 
when thoſe Predjudices are removed, and they come 
to be better informed, they receive moſt cordially. 
Sor n. You do not then apprehend, Sir, that by 


the Term New Church is meant a mere new Sed, or 


particular Denomination of Chriſtians, as Quakers, 
Moravians, Methodiſts, and the like, but that it de- 
notes a Diſpenſation of univerſal Grace, Mercy, and 
Truth, to the whole Human Race, without Excep- 
tion or Limitation of Time, Place or Sect ? 

Pair. 80 I rend and according to this 
univerſal Senſe the Term New Church is adopted by 
Baron Swedenborg, and ſhewn to correſpond herein 
with the concurrent Declarations of Holy Scripture, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, whereſoever 
that Diſpenſation is pointed at; as where it is written 
in the Prophets, The Lord hath made bare his holy 
Arm in the Eyes of all the Nations, and A 
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Ends of the Earth ſhall ſee the Salvation of our God. 


Again, The Gentiles ſhall come to thy Light, 
and Kings to the Brightneſs of thy Riſing ; thy Sons 
ſhall come from far, and thy Daughters ſhall be 
nurſed at thy fide : Then thou ſhalt ſee and flow to- 
gether, and thine Heart ſhall fear and be enlarged, 
becauſe the Abundance of the Sea ſhall be converted 
unto Thee, the Forces of the Gentiles ſhall come unto 
Thee.“ T Again, In this Mountain ſhall the Lord 
of Hoits make unto all People a Feaſt of fat Things, 
a Feaſt of Wines on the Lees ; and he will deſtroy in 
this Mountain the Face of the Covering caſt over all 
People, and the Veil that is ſpread over all Nations.“ 
Again, Fear not, for I am with thee ; I will bring 
thy Seed from the Eaſt, and gather thee from the 
Welt; I will ſay to the North, Give up; and to the 
South, Keep not back ; bring my Sons from far, and 
my Daughters, from the Ends of the Earth.” $ Again, 
« I ſaw in the Night Viſions, and behold, One like 
the Son of Man came with the Clouds of Heaver ; 
and there was given Him Dominion, and Glory, and 
a Kingdom, that all People, Nations, and Languages 
ſhould ſerve Him.” || Again, It ſhall come to pats 
afterwards, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
Fleſh.” J Again, The Earth ſhall be filled with the 
Knowledge of the Glory of the Lord, as the Waters 
cover the Sea.” ** Again, It ſhall come to pals in that 
Day that living Waters ſhall go out from Jeruſalem, 
half of them towards the — Sea, and half of 
them towards the hinder Sea; and the Lord ſhall be 
King over all the Earth. In that Day thall there be 
one — and his Name One.“ f But this is declared 


ſtill more manifeſtly in the Revelations in the followin 


Paſſages, © After this I beheld, and lo, a great Multi- 


| tude which no Man could number, of all Nations, and 


Kindreds, 
* Tſaiah lii. 10. | + Iſaiah Ix. 3, 4, 5. 
+ Ifaiah xxv. 6,7. \ Ifaiah xliii. 5, 6. 
Dan. vii. 13, 14. 1 Joel ii. 28. 
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Kindreds, and People, and Tongues, ſtood before the 
Throne, and before the Lamb.“ Again, The Sev- 
enth Angel ſounded ; and there were great Voices in 
Heaven, ſaying, The Kingdoms of this World are 
become the Kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Chriſt.” Again, “I ſaw another Angel fly in the 
Midſt of Heaven, having the everlaſting Goſf l to 
preach unto them that dwell on the Earth, and to 
every Nation, and Kindred, and Tongue, and Peo- 
ple.“ f Again, ſpeaking of the New Jeruſalem, 
The Nations of them which are ſaved ſhall walk in 
the Light of it; and the Kings of the Earth do 


? bring their Glory and Honour into it ; and they ſhall 
bring the Glory and Honour of the Nations into 


it.” 9 Nothing therefore can be plainer than that 
the New Jeruſalem» Diſpenſation is to be univerſal, 
and to extend unto all People, Nations, and Lan- 
guages on the Face of the Earth, to be a Bleſſing 
unto ſuch as are meet to receive a Bleſſing: Sects 
and Sectarians, as ſuch, can find no. Place in this 
general Aﬀembly of the ranſomed of the Lord: 
All the little Diſtinctions of Modes, Forms, and par- 
ticular Expreſſions of Devotion and Worſhip, will 
be ſwallowed up and loſt in the unlimitgd Effuſions of 
heavenly Love, Charity, and Benevolence, with 
which the Heart of every Member of this glorious 
New Church and Body of Jeſus Chriſt will overflow 
-one towards another. Men will no longer judge one 
another as to the mere Externals of Church-Commu- 
nion, be they perfect, or be they imperfeR, for they 
will be taught, that whoſoever acknowledges the In- 
carnate Jehovah in Heart and Life, departing from 
all Evil, and doing what ts right and good according 
to the Commandment, he is a Member of the New 
Jeruſalem, a living Stone in the Lord's new Temple, 
and a Part of that great Family in Heaven and Earth, 
whoſe common Father and Head is Jeſus Chriſt. 
Every 


+ Rev. xi, 15. 
& Rev, Xxi. 24, 26, 
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Every one therefore will call his Neighbour Brother, 
in whom he obſerves this Spirit of pure Charity, and 
he will aſk no Queſtions concerning the Form of 
Words which compoſe his Creed, but will be ſatisfied 
with obſerving in him the Purity and Power of an 
heavenly Life. Such, it appears to me, will be the 
bleſſed Temper influencing Mankind, under a Re- 
ception of the pure Diſpenſation of univerſal Grace 
and Mercy now going forth; and it is my firm Per- 
ſuaſion, and a Source of unutterable Conſolation to 
my Mind, that there is not a ſingle Perſon through- 
out the Earth, who is principled in any Degree of 
Goodneſs, but what will ſooner or later be benefited 
by this Diſpenſation, and gathered within the happy 
Pale of this glorious New Church. Nay, I can never 
behold a ſingle Spark of genuine Love and Charity, 
Mercy and Benevolence, m any Perſon whatſoever, 
whether he hath ever heard of the Name of Baron 
Swedenborg and his Writings, or not, but I fancy to 
myſelf that it belongs to this new Kingdom or Body 
of the Great Redeemer, and as it deſcends from this 
Almighty Lord, ſo will it be gathered ſooner or later 
to Him, in the bleſſed Acknowledgment that He is its 
Father, Preſerver, Saviour and God. Bat as every 
haman Being, who is principled in any Sort or De- 
gree of Good, will find a Bleſſing under this new 
Manifeſtation of heavenly Truth, ſo I believe on the 
other Hand, according to what is abundaatly declar- 
ed both in the prophetic Writings of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and alſo in the Revelations, that all who are not 
ſo principled, but live in Evil of Life confirmed and 
unrepented of, will find their Miſery and Confuſion 
hereby encreaſed, being brought into ſeverer Judg- 
ment and Condemnation, according to the great eter« 
nal Laws by which every new Opening and Diſcove- 
ry of the Divine Word of God is tegulated in its Op- 
eration, For as it was at the Lord's Firſt Coming 
into the World, to open his Word anew amongſt Men, 
that this his Appearing was for Joy, Peace, Gather- 
G ing 
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ing together, and Salvation to the good, but for Trou. 
ble; Diſturbance, Separation, and Deſtruction to the 
wicked, ſo it appears to me, from the general Teſti- 
mony of the holy Scriptures, it will be at this his ſec- 
ond Coming. | | 
Sorn. This his ſecond Coming, Sir? What is it 
you mean? would you inſinuate that the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of this new Church is the Lord's ſecond Coming. 
Patt. Nay, Sir, be not ſo haſty : Let me aſk you, 
What it is you-mean by the Lord's ſecond Coming ? 
SoPH. I have always been taught to conceive, 
that the Lord's ſecond Coming would be in the 
Clouds of Heaven, with all his holy Angels, to exe- 
cute Judgment on the ungodly, and to gather the 
" righteous into his Kingdom, at which Time the 
preſent viſible Heavens and Earth are to be deſtroyed 
with Fire, and the whole material Creation periſh and 
be diſſolved. | 
Pur. And you conceive this to be a juſt and 
ſcriptural Idea of the Lord's ſecond Coming ? 
Sorn. I do. | 
Pair. But are you ſure that you do not put a 
wrong Conſtruction herein on the Words of Scripture, 
for inſtance taking that, in a mere literal Senſe, 
which was intended to be taken in a ſpiritual Senſe ? 
You know that the Jews of old, by thus abiding in the 
Letter of Scripture only, miſconceived the Nature 
of the Lord's firſt Coming, imagining that he was to 
appear in ſome extraordinary outward Pomp, as a 
temporal Prince and Deliverer, and on this Account 
they were unable to diſcern and acknowledge him in 
his internal Glory, as a ſpiritual Prince and Deliverer. 
Are you ſure now, that by this Idea which you have HY 
conceived, you are not impoſing on yourſelf as the M 
Jews of old did ? | 
Sorn. Nay, Sir, I only declare to you what my m 
Idea is on this Subject, and I believe it to be the Idea mi 
which erally prevails amongſt Chriſtians, even Je 
the moſt learned. 0 is 
| HILs 
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Part. TI believe ſo too; but is it more to be 


depended upon on that Account? The Idea of a tem- 


poral Prince and Deliverer was what generally pre- 


vailed amongſt the Jews, even the moſt learned, at 


the Time of our Lord's firſt Advent, but Experience 
ſhewed what a vain and groundleſs Idea that was. 

Sor n. In what other Senſe then, pray Sir, am I to 
conceive of the Lord's ſecond Coming ? 

Pull. Why not in a ſpiritual Senſe ? 

Sor n. How do you mean in a ſpiritual Senſe ? 

Pit, As a Reſtorer of Righteouſneſs in the 
Earth, by opening anew, and re-publiſhing to Man- 
kind, the pure Laws of his Kingdom from his own 
Holy Word ; by making Himſelf herein known a- 
gain to his People, who x Priuprs Evil of Life and Un- 
belief had loſt the true Knowledge of Him; by inſpir- 
ing them thus anew with the Love of Himſelf and of 
Virtue ; by checking the powers of Ungodlineſs and 
Infidelity, which are at this Day riſen to ſo alarming 
a Height; and finally by repleniſhing the World 
with all the heavenly Graces, Virtues, and Bleſſings 
of Love, Purity and Peace, according to all theſe 
happy Deſcriptions given by his Prophets concerning 
his future Church or Kingdom to be eſtabliſhed here 
on Earth. Would not yourſelf and every other ſe- 
rious Perſon call this a real Coming of the Lord, full 
as real as if he ſhould appear in Perſon in the Clouds 
of the viſible Heavens? Nay, when rightly confider- 
ed, would it not alſo be found to be a real Coming 
and Appearance in the Clouds ? | 

Son. How do you mean? e 

Pur. What, Sir, if thoſe Clouds ſpoken of in 
Holy Scripture, wherein we are taught the Son of 


Man is to appear, ſhould no more mean natural 


Clouds, than the Mountam of the Lord of Hoſts 
means a natural Mountain, or than the River of God 
means a natural River, or than the holy City new 
Jeruſalem means a natural City? Jehovah, you know, 
1s repreſented in Scripture as riding upon the ri 
ane 
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and making them his Chariots ; and his Worſhip and 
Strength are declared to be in the Clouds ;j* his 
Faithfulnefs and Truth are alſo ſaid to reach unto the 
Clouds :+ Now can you, or can any conſiderate Per- 
ſon ſuppoſe, that theſe Clouds, on which Jehovah 
rideth, which are his Chariots, in which his Worſhip 
and Strength are, and to which his Righteouſneſs and 
'Truth reach, mean the natural material Clouds of 
the viſible Heavens ? Would it not be more agreeable 
to Wiſdom and Truth to ſay, that by theſe Clouds 
are rather meant, according to the Interpretation 
given in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, the lit- 
eral Senſe of his Holy Word, which is as a Veil or 
Cloud hiding and overſhadowing the Spiritual Senſe ? 
Many ſerious Chriſtians have long complained, that 
the Book of God's Word is become, at this Day, a 
ſealed Book, according to that Deſeription in the 
Prophet, The Viſion of all is become unto you as 
the Words of a Book that is ſealed, which Men de- 
liver to one that is learned, ſaying, Read this, I pray 
thee; and he faith, I cannot, for it is ſealed: And 
the Book is delivered to him that is not learned, ſay- 
ing, Read this, I pray thee, and he faith, I am not 
learned. T What now if this ſealed Book, through 
the Divine Providence, ſhould be opened ? What if 
the Myſteries of Divine Wiſdom and Truth ſo long 
hidden under the Letter thereof ſhould at this Day 
be manifeſted, and made plain to Man's Apprehen- 
fion and Underſtanding ? What if the Power and 
Glory of the Divine Truth ſhould thus appear ſhin- 
ing through the Clouds of Darkneſs and Obſcurity, 
which had before covered and concealed it ? What it 
Man ſhould hereby be renewed in Righteouſneſs, 
re-taught the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, made, as 
the Apoſtle expreſſeth it, to behold in this Holy 
Word, as in a Glaſs, the Glory of the Lord, and to 
be changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glo- 


| ry, 
* Pſalm Ixviii. 34. + Pſalm xzxvi. 5, Ivii. 10. 
7 Iſaiah azix, 11, 13, | 
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ry, — repleniſhed with all heavenly Graces and 
Virtues of a regenerate Life? Might not this be tru- 
ly called the fign of the Son of Man coming in the 
Clouds of Heaven with Power and great Glory ? 

Soren. But how may I be aſſured, that this is the 
true Scripture Idea of the Lord's ſecond — 

Part, Read only the 21ſt Chapter of the Revela- 
tions, and you will there find it plainly declared, that 
a moſt extraordinary bleſſed Work remains {till to be 
accomplithed on this Earth, in the Way of Renova- | 
tion of its Inhabitants in Righteouſneſs. For it is 
written, „I John ſaw the holy City new Jeruſalem, 
coming down from God out of Heaven, prepared as 
a Bride adorned for her Huſband.”+ Here it is ex- 
preſsly ſaid, that the Holy City came down from God 
out of Heaven; and it immediately follows, Behold 
the Tabernacle of God is with Men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they thall be his People, and 
God himſelf thall be with them, and be their God.” t 
This Scripture therefore muſt needs relate to ſome 
blefſed Diſpenſation which waz to be opened of God, 
and to have Place here below amongit Mankind, in 
an Age poſterior to that when this Propheſy was 
written. x 

Sor u. So it ſhould ſeem. 

Part. And what then can you, or any other ſerious 
Perſon, poſſibly underſtand by this holy City new 
Jeruſalem coming down out of Heaven, and this 
Tabernacle of God which is to be with Men, but 
ſome freſh Openings or Diſcoveries of heavenly 
Truth from the Word of God, made known to Man- 
kind, whereby they might become his Temples, 
Tabernacles, or Places of Abode? For where can 
God have his Temple, Tabernacle, or Place of A- 
bode, but in upright and pure Hearts, formed by and 
according to his own holy Will, Word, or Wiſdom ? 

Soya. But what has all this to do with the Lord's 
Coming ? 

G 2 | Per, 


® II. Cor. iii. 18. + Rev. ri. a. 4 Rey xi. 3, 
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Pair. Rather ſay, my dear Sir, What is this but 
the Lord's Coming, and his Coming in the utmoſt 
Reality of Power and Glory? For can the Holy 
Word of the Lord be opened and made manifeſt ? 
Can its hidden Wiſdom be diſcovered, and brought 
down to Man's Apprehenſion? Can ns heavenly 
Contents be inſeminated in the human Heart ? Can 
Righteouſneſs and Truth thus be made to flouriſh in 
the Earth, for its Renewal and Renovation, without 
the Lord's Coming ? Was not the Lord's firſt Com- 
ing to open thus his Holy Word anew in Men's 
Minds, and thereby to purify to himſelf, a peculiar 
People, or, in other Words, to form a new Church of 
true ſpiritual Worſhippers? And can a peculiar 
People be again purified unto him, through a freſh 
Pablication of the genuine Senſe of his Word, with- 
out his Coming again? What I would therefore here 
inſiſt upon is this, in Conformity both to what is de- 
clared in holy Scripture and alſo in the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg, that whenever and whereſoever 
any freſh Openings of the Divine Truth of the Word 
of God are made unto Mankind, whereby ,a new 
Church of ſincere ſpiritual Worſhippers is eſtabliſhed 
in the Earth, then and in that Place the Lord muſt 
needs come ; juſt as in Regard to an Individual Man, 
whenſoever the Light of Divine Truth is opened in 
his underſtanding, and his Mind is renewed in Right- 
eouſneſs through Obedience thereto, and he is thus 


made what may be called an Individual Church, the 


Lord muſt needs ſpiritually come to, and dwell with, 
ſuch a Man, according to his own Words, If a Man 
love Me, he will keep my Words, and my Father 
will love him, and we will Come unto him, and make 
our Abode with him.”* And as we have already 
ſeen, that by the New Jeruſalem coming down from 
God out of Heaven, and the — of God be- 
ing with Men, is meant ſuch a new Diſpenſation of 
Heavenly Righteouſneſs and Truth, or, in other 
Words, 


* Jobn xiv. 23. 
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Words, a Re- publication of the Divine Will and Wiſ⸗ 
dom from the Word of God opened anew, in Order 
for the Formation of a new Church amongſt Men, 
this muſt needs ſignify, and be the fame Thing with 
the Lord's ſecond Coming. 

Son. Sir, I think I begin to apprehend your 
Meaning. You allow, with myſelf and other Chriſ- 
tians, that the Lord is to come again upon Earth, but 
you underſtand this to be meant ſpiritually, as denot- 
ing, not the Deſtruction of the Earth, but its Reno- 
vation, by purging it from Sin, and purifying the 
Hearts, the Underſtandings, and the Lives of Man- 
kind, through the Operation of genuine Truth, open- 
ed anew from his own Holy Word. 

Pur. This is my Meaning: For it is plain the 
Lord's ſecond Coming cannot be to deſtroy the Earth, 
inaſmuch as He Himſelf ſays, ſpeaking on the Sub- 
jet, * When the Son of Man cometh, ſhall he find 
Faith on the Earth? And in another Place, Then 
ſhall two be in the Field ; the one ſhall be taken, and 
the other left. Two Women ſhall be grinding at the 
Mill, the one ſhall be taken, and the other left;“ 
which Words can have no Meaning, when applied to 
his coming to deftroy the Earth, but have a moſt in- 
ſtructive Meaning when applied to his Coming, for 
the Purpoſe of purging and renewing it in the Senſe 
above deſcribed. | SIh6 

Sor n. You conceive then this Renewal ofthe Earth 
to be ſignified by the new Jeruſalem, or the new Earth . 
ſpoken of in the Prophets and the Revelations ? ' 

Part. So I conteive; and this renewed State of 
the Earth, or of the Hearts and Lives of Munkind, is 
what Baron Swedenborg calls the new Church, the 
Doctrines whereof are contained in his Writings ; and 
the Eſtabliſhment of this Church, through the Open- 
ng and Formation of the genuine Truth of the Holy 

ord of God in human Minds, he declares and clear- 


ly 


* Luke xviii. 8. + Matt, Xiv. 40, 41. 
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ly proves to be the true Senſe and full Subſtance of 
the Lord's ſecond Coming. 

Sorg. Well, Sir, I ang no Objection at all in my 
Mind to this Idea, as you have explained it, but it 
ſeems to me both conſiſtent with the true Senſe of ho# 
ly Scripture, and at the ſame Time very ſatisfactory, 
animating, and edifying ; and I promiſe your I ſhall 
take it into ſerious Conſideration. At preſent I ſhall 
beg Leave only to trouble you with another Queſtion 
or two in Regard to the Writings of Baron Sweden- 
borg ; and firſt, Is there any Reaſon to apprehend, 
that the Readers of theſe Writings will be expoſed to 
Perſecution ? ; 

Pur. Not ſo much, I ſhould conceive, to outward 
Perſecution, but to inward in a high Degree. 

Soren. I cannot ſay I underſtand clearly your Diſ- 
tinction. 

Part, By outward Perſecution I mean what may 
ariſe outwardly from Men ; but by inward, what 
may ariſe from the Oppoſition of contending Per- 
ſuaſions and Principles, in the Minds of thoſe who 
embrace the Doctrines, and live accordingly. In re- 
gard to the firſt, there is little Reaſon to be alarmed 
abont it, eſpecially here in England, where an univer- 
ſal Toleration is allowed to all rehgious Sentiments 
and Opinions, which have not a Tendency to create 
Diſorder in the State. Oppoſition, indeed, may be 
excited in the Way of Contradiction and Diſpute, 
both public and private, which may be called a Spe- 
cies of Perſecution, eſpecially when attended with a 
baſe and cenſorious judgment; but this will little af. 
fect thoſe who cordially receive the Doctrines of the 
new Jeruſalem, ſince they will be taught by. thoſe 
Doctrines, that the Cavils and Raillery of Men are of 
ſmall Account, provided their own Conſciences be up- 
right before God; and they will have this further 
Security againſt Diſpute and Contradiction, that they 
will never on any Account promote it, either by a 
Fondneſs to enter into Controverſy, or by returning 


Railing for Railing with ſuch as are petulant and 
froward ; 
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froward ; knowing that the Servant of the Lord 
muſt not ſtrive, and that true Charity is never conten- 
tious about Matters of Opinion, butwill bear all Things, 
ſuffer all things, and endure all Things, rather than 


& kindle the fierce Fire of Debate and Animoſity, having 


Reſpe& to what is good in All, and judging every one 
rather from, and according to, the Spirit of Good- 


neſs, than the zealous and ſharp Spirit of Truth ſepa- 


rate from Goodneſs. Nevertheleſs they will be bold and 
prudent to defend the 'Truth, as proper Occaſions pre- 
ſent themſelves,and where it can be doneto Edification. 

SorH. You think then that inward Perſecution is 
what may chiefly be expected from a Reception of the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg ? pray explain to me 
what you mean by inward Perſecution. 

Pair. I conceive it, Sir, in a double Senſe ; firſt, 
in Regard to Doctrine, and ſecondly in Regard to 


Life; firſt, in 1 to Doctrine, it will be found 


no eaſy Matter for any one, at this Day, to bring 
his Underſtanding out of falſe Perſuaſions and pre- 
conceived Opinions, or thoſe external Appearances 
and Appreheſions of Truth, which are at preſent cir- 
eulating ſo plentifully in the Chriſtian World, and 
which are all of them ready to oppoſe with Violence 
the Admiſſion of genuine Truth, as manifeſted from 
the genuine Senſe of the holy Scriptures, cleared from 
the falle Gloſſes and partial Interpretation of mere 
human Wiſdom and Learning. This will be partic- 
ularly the Caſe with ſuch, as in religious Matters have 
heretofore thought much for themſelves, and con- 
firmed their Minds in any falſe or wild Perſuaſions, 
whether ariſing from a Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, Fanati- 
ciſm, or any other miſguided and blind Devotion. 
And in the ſecond Place, in Regard to Lite, it will 
be found a ſtill more difficult Thing to bring this into 
Conformity to pure Doctrine, by conſtantly having 
Reſpect to the chief End of ſuch Doctrine, which is 
Charity, through Humiliation and Obedience; by 
regarding ſpeculative Opinions no further than as they 
| are 
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are directed to this End; by exalting the Spirit of 

Mercy, Love, and Meekneſs, above that of curious 

Knowledge in deep Myſteries, and the Sciences of 

Holy Thi 2 by judging no 1 either ourſelves 
| and i 


or others 
the former; by not reſting in the mere Illumination 
of the Underſtanding, but proceeding to the thorough 
Purgation of the Will and Affections, according to 
fuch Illumination; in ſhort, by joining together the 
Principles of pure Goſpel Charity and Gael Faith, 
ſo that both may become operative in the Life, and 
the whole Man thus, with all his vital Powers and 
Activities, being humble, ſubmiſſive, and yielding to 
Heavenly Influences, may be formed and fixed in the 
heavenly Life and Order of the Kingdom of God, and 
bring forth the heavenly Fruits thereof to God's Glo- 
Ty, and the common Good. 'This; as it appears to 
me, is truly to receive the Doctrines of the New 
Jeruſalem, and in the Accompliſhment of this Work, 
all, who ſo receive thoſe Doctrines, muſt expect to 
meet with much inward Perſecution of oppoſing 
Spirits and Principles: Nevertheleſs, if they continue 
patient and faithful, they will experience ſooner or 
later the Truth of thoſe conſolatory Words, © Bleft- 
ed are they who are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs 
Sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.“ “ 
Soyn. In what Manner then do- you ſuppoſe the 
Doctrines of the New Church here on Earth can be 
moſt effectually propagated, and the New Church 
eſtabliſhed ? | FUSE. 
Puk. As to the Propagation of the Doctrines, I 
think it may moſt effectually be promoted by the 
Preſs ; that is, by printing and circulating the Writ- 
ings of Baron Swedenborg, wherein thoſe Doctrines 
are contained. The Clergy alſo, when they become 
acquainted with, and Receivers of thoſe Doctrines, 
may be a Means of circulating: them amongſt their 
reſpective Flocks, by preaching them from the Pulpit. 
SOPH, 
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So##. Would you think it right in a Layman, who 
received thoſe Doctrines, to ſet himſelf up for a pub- 
lic Teacher and Preacher of them in the Streets, or 
in private Conventicles ? | 

Putt. No, Sir, I ſhould think this would be con- 
founding the Order of Cle and Laity, which, 
according to the Teſtimony of thoſe Doctrines, ought 
not to be confounded by any Means; it would alſo 
tend, according to their further Teſtimony, to intro- 
duce Diſturbance, Hereſy, and Confuſion into the 


Church, for it is expreſsly declared in the Writings- 


of Baron Swedenborg, as was obſerved above, that 
None ought to teach Truths but Miniſters appointed 


to teach; for if otherwiſe, then the Church is diſturb... 


ed with Hereſies, and rent aſunder :”* It would like- 
wiſe be a Means of bringing the Writings themſelves 
into much Diſcredit and — by encouraging 
Diſorder in the Church, and tending to throw down 
all Diſtinction of Perſons and Characters, which is by 
no Means the Deſign of thoſe Writings. I am furth- 
er of Opinion, that the utmoſt Prudence and Diſere- 
tion will be required, in ſpeaking of theſe Doctrines, 
whether publicly or privately, leſt, being too- haſtily 
preſſed upon any one, they ſhould be miſconceived, 
miſunderſtood, or perverted, for Want of due Prepa- 
ration in the Hearer to receive them aright; for all, 
we know, are not capable of receiving the ſame 
Truths, and therefore Truths themſelves ought in Cha- 
rity to be withheld from ſome Perſons, leſt the Pearls 
ſhould be caſt before 8wine. Our Lord's Example, 
on this Occaſion, is a Leſſon we ſhould never forget; 
« And with many ſuch Parables ſpake he the Word 
unto them, as they were able to hear it.“ T 

Sor n. You conceive then that the New Church 
will be moſt effectually eſtabliſhed by Means of the 
Preſs and the Pulpit ? | | 

Pr1t. No, Sir; do not miſunderſtand me. I ſaid 
only that the Doctrines of the New Church would be 

| moſt 
See Arcana Cœleſtia, No. 6822, 7 Mark iv. 33. 
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moſt effectually propagated by this Means: but, as I 
hinted to you before, there is a very t Difference 
between the propagation of the Doctrines, and the eſ- 
tabliſhment of the Church. The Church can only be 
eſtabliſhed by living in Conformity to the Doctrines: 
If the Doctrines therefore be only read or heard, and 
are not brought into Life through Obedience, there 
can be no New Church, even ſuppoſing the Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg were circulated throughout the 
whole Earth, and underſtood perfe&ly by every In- 
habitant thereof. 

Sorn. Do you ſuppoſe then that the Doctrines con- 
tained in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg may be 
perverted. and rendered uſeleſs ? 

Pair. Tell me, pray Sir, what is there ſo good, 
and ſo pure, which is not capable of being perverted 
and abuſed ? May not the pureſt Atmoſphere be con- 
taminated ? May not the moſt wholeſome Waters be 
rendered putrid ? May mot the moſt generous Wines 
be adulterated ? What has been more perverted and 
abuſed than the pure and holy Word of Truth itſelf, 
whilſt as the Lord teſtifieth, It hath been made of 
none Effect by the Traditions of Men ;”* and as the 
Apoſtle teſtifieth, They that are unſtable and un- 
learned have wreſted it to their own Deſtruion ?”+ 
And there is no Reaſon to expect that the Doctrines 
of the new Jeruſalem will be exempt, in this ReſpeR, 
from the general Cbndition of all other Things. It 
muſt needs be that Offences come, and to prevent our 
being offended or diſcouraged hereat, the Lord permit- 
ted a Judas to have Place in the Apoſtleſhip. Had 
I therefore a Thouſand Tongues, I ſhould think I 
never could uſe them enough, in repeating again and 
again to all the Readers and Receivers of the heaven- 
ly Doctrines contained in the Writings of Baron 
Swedenborg, that if they ſhould fall ſhort in the 
Practice of them; if they ſhould fancy they are of the 
Lord's New Church, merely becauſe they ay to 
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toſt Doctrines; if they ſhould be fatisfied with an 
Illumination of their Underſtandings thereby, without 
labouring to make pure their Wills and Affections; 
if they ſhould become thus wiſe in their own Conceits, 
whilſt their unrenewed Tempers and Diſpoſitions de- 
clare them to be unwiſe ; if they ſhould think light 
of the great Duties of Repentance, Humiliation, 
Self-denial, Charity, Meekneſs, Moderation, and 
Obedience, being puffed up with Knowledge ; if they 
ſhould judge and cenſure others, who cannot think as 
they do, and deſpiſe former Diſpenſations of Wiſdom 
and Holineſs ; if they thould leave the ſure Way of 
the Croſs, and chooſe for theraſelves another Way to 
Heaven; if they ſhould loſe Sight of the great eſſen- 
tial Ends of thc Doctrines they embrace, and begin 
to contend about Formalities ; if they ſhould confound 
the appointed Diſtin ctions of Order in Society, and 
intrude into Stations to which they are not called; if, 
in ſhort, they do not take Heed to advance in Charity 
and Purity of Life, as they advance in Science, and 
to become more humble and more holy, according to 
their more perfect Knowledge of the Nature and 
Meaſures of Holineſs ; in this Caſe, they will pervert 
and. render uſeleſs the pure and edifying Doctrines of 
the New Church, and will proportionably retard its 
Eftabliſhment, and they may be compared to that 
« fooliſh Man who built his Houſe upon the Sand ; 
and the Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, and 
the Winds blew, and beat upon that Houſe, and it 
fell, and great was the fall of it.”* But if, on the 
contrary, they are wiſe to hve as they have been 
taught, and to bring all their Knowledges, Doctrines, 
and Opinions, into humble Obedience to the Spirit cf 
Charity; if to the Wiſdom of the Serpent they join 
the Harmleſineſs of the Dove, and tothe Underſtand- 
ing of Men, the Simplicity and Innocence of little 
Children ; if they labour thus to become newly 
formed, ** enlivened, and ſanctified entirely 

0 

* Sce Matt. vii. 26, 27. 
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of the Lord, by and through his Spirit in all the 
Parts and Principles both of Soul and Body; if they 
are careful, according to the great Law of Charity, 
opened and Sans! in the Doctrines of the new 
Jeruſalem, each to act uprightly and faithfully in his 
own Station and Calling, and not intrude into the 
Stations and Callings of others; if they account 
Charity a greater Thing than Knowledge, and ſeek 
rather to be humbled in Obedience, than to be exalt- 
ed in Science; if they are wiſe to bring forth the 
Fruits of Holineſs in their Lives, in the ſame Propor- 
tion that they multiply Truths in their Underſtand- 
ings; in this Caſe the heavenly Doctrines of the new 
Church will be preſerved pure from all Perverſion, 
and will be found to be moſt ſalutary and efficacious 
in the Reſtoration of Man's ſpiritual Principles, and 
thereby to the Eftabliſhment of the new Jeruſalem 
here on Earth ; and all who thus receive and prac- 
tiſe thoſe Doctrines, may be likened unto that! wiſe 
Man, who built his Houſe upon a Rack ; and the 
Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, and the Wind: 
blew and beat upon that Houle, and it fell not; for 
it was founded upon a Rock.” “ | 

Sor. And pray, Sir, what do you ſuppoſe will be 
the Effects of ſuch a right unperverted Reception of 
theſe Doctrines amongſt Men? 

Pair. It appears to me that Mankind will be 
enabled thereby to attain unto a more exalted Spirit 
of Love and Charity; unto a purer and more diſ- 
tint Illumination of Wiſdom and 'Fruth ; unto a 
greater Freedom in the Exerciſe of ſpiritual Powers 
and Faculties; unto a fuller and more extenſive 
Operation of ſpiritual Life in all its ſeveral Degrees, 
and thus unto a -purer Intercourſe and cloſer Con- 
junction with Heaven and the Lord of Heaven, than 
was heretofore attainable. | 

Sorn. Do you mean, by an Intercourſe and Con- 
junction with Heaven, that the Readers of the Writ- 

9 ings 
* See Matt. vii. 24, 25. 
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ings of Baron Swedenborg are to expect and look 
for the ſame heavenly Communications, in the Way 
of open Viſion and Voice, that Baron Swedenborg- 
himſelf enjoyed? 5 
Pn. No, Sir; that is not my Meaning: Such 
en Communications were indeed vouchſafed to 
aron Swedenborg for wiſe Purpoſes of the Divine 
Providence, but he never leads his Readers, in any 
Part of his Writings, to expect the ſame, He leads: 
them, however, to expect and look for what amounts 
to the ſame ; yea, what, is even greater and. more 
excellent, 
Sor n. As how? 

PII. In the Way of inviſible Communication and 
Aſſociation with Heaven and its Inhabitants. 

Sorh. I do not comprehend you. 

Pult. Know then, Sir, and underſtand, that, ac- 
cording to the Teſtimony of the facred Writings, as 
opened. by, Barcn Swedenborg, every Man hath 
Communication and. Aſſociation with the inviſible 
World of Spirits, whether he knows. it or not, accord- 
ing to the Nature, Quality, and Meaſure of his Love, 
and the Nature, Quality, and Extent of. bis Wiſdom, 
as grounded in, and derived from, that Love. If, 

crefore,, the ruling Principles of Man's Will be 
formed according to heavenly Love, which is Love 
tuwards the Lord and Love towards his Neighbour, 
aud the ruling Perſuaſions of his Underſtandi g be 
ſormed according to the Wiſdom of ſuch Love, which 
is the genuine Truth of the Holy Commandment or 
Word of God, he then lives, wills, thinks, ſpeaks, 
and acts proportionably from Heaven, and in Con- 
junction therewith, and is in inviſible Aſſociation con- 
tinually with the bleſſed Inhabitants thereof, being 
internally, as to his Spirit, united to, and one with 
them. And ſuch inviſible Communication J hold to 
be greater and more excellent than any which is open 
and manifeſt, agreeable to the Import of our Lord's 
Words to Thomas, Thomas, becauſe thou 3 
i © 
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Me, thou haſt believed; bleſſed are they that have not 
ſeen, and yet have believed.“ 

Sou. But, Sir, I had always conceived it to be a 
Mark of extraordinary Purity and Holineſs in any 
one to be favoured with ſpiritual Viſions and Mani- 
feſtations, and was led to think very highly of Baron 
Sweden on this Account. | 

PII. This is the Caſe with the Generality of 
Mankind. They are apt to be caught with Appear- 
ances, and to exalt them above the Subſtance and 
Reality of Things. Many, for Inſtance, would think 
it a great Thing to ſee the Lord Face to Face, to 
converſe with Angels and Spirits, and to be caught 
up with St. Paul into the Third Heaven, who yet 
eſteem it but a ſmall Thing to become humble, meek, 
charitable, and obedient Chriſttans ; when neverthe- 
lefs a rightly humble, meek, charitable, and obedient 
Mind ever ſees God, ever converſes with Angels, and 
is ever in the Third Heaven, according to te trueſt 
and fulleſt Senſe of thoſe Expreſſions, and attains 
thus unto a higher State of Purification and Accep- 
tation with God, than could poſſibly be effected by 
any mere outward Vifions and Revelations. 

Soya, Ought not I then to think highly of Baron 
Swedenborg by Reaſon of his ſpiritual Communica- 
dions. ; 

Pm. Yes, Sir, aſſuredly; but not more highly of 
him, on this Account, than of any other humble, fin- 
cere, and charitable Chriſtian, who truly fears God 
and keeps his Commandments. For Baron Sweden- 
borg had no particular Merit by Reaſon of his high 
Ille minations ard ſpiritual Intercourſes, and if you 
could aſk himſelf, I am perſuaded he would tell you 
ſo, and that all his real Merit and Greatneſs conſiſted 
in greatly exalting Ged and his Holy Word, m mak- 
ing himſelf very little, in thinking vilely of himſelf as 
himſelf, and in endenvouring continually to amend 
himſelf by a more ſincere Repentance and Obedience 

, to 
John xx. 29. 
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to God's holy Will and Commandments, according 
as all other Chriſtians are called to do, and in the do- 
ing of which they are as highly favoured of God, 
have as near Intercourſe with his Kingdom, and are 
as acceptable to Him, as the molt illuminated of his 
Saints and Seers. | 

SorH. You think then, that in Proportion as the 
Doctrines of the new Jeruſalem are received and 
formed into Life, Mnkind will be enabled to attain 
unto a purer Intercourſe and cloſer Conjunctien with 
Heaven, and thereby with the Lord of Heaven, in 
the Way of inviſible Communication of Righteouſ- 
neſs, Truth, and Peace, than herctofore ? 

Pair. I think ſo, and for this Reaſon, becauſe by 
the Doctrines of the new Jeruſalem, Mankind will be 
ſupplied with purer and ſounder Principles of Truth 
for the Formation and Regulation of the Life in all 
its ſeveral Degrees; and every one knows, or may 
know, that Man's Connection with Heaven muſt de- 
pend altogether upon the Pureneſs and Soundneſs of 
thoſe Principles. For Heaven, it muſt be allowed, is 
a Form of the pureſt and moſt perfect Order, derived 
from the Word of God, according as it is written, 
« By the Word cf the Lord were the Heavens 
made; “ and in Conſequenc of being ſuch a Form, 
Heaven is capable of receiving the pureſt and mot 
perfect Life from God, which is the Life of Love and 
Charity, every Thing receiving Life according to its 
Form : In Proportion, therefore, as Mankind ſuffer 
their Minds to be made Forms of pure and perfect 
Order from the Word of God, in the ſame Propor- 
tion they come into the Form of Heaven, and conſe- 
quently are receptive of the pure and perfect Life of 
Heaven ; and being of the ſame Form, aad partaking 
of the ſame common Lite, they muſt of Neceſſity be 
one, and in cloſe Conjunction with each other, ac- 
cording to the Words of the Lord concerning thoſe 
who received his Doctrine, © The Glory which thou 

H 2 gaveſt 
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gaveſt Me I have given them; that they may be One, 
even as We are One; I in Them and Thou in Me, 
that they may be made perfect in One,”* 

Sor u. You ſuppoſe then, Sir, that by the Recep- 
tion of the Doctrines of the new Jeruſalem, and their 
Formation in the Life, there will be effected ſome 
Renewal of the internal ſpiritual Forms of Man's 
Mind or Spirit, whereby thoſe Torms will be render- 
ed capable of receiving the purer Influences of the 
Life of Heaven, which is Love and Charity, and 
Man will thus be cloſer joined with Heaven and its 
Inhabitants in ſpiritual, though inviſible, Intercourſe 
and Aſſociation, tending to improve the Blefſedneſ3 
both of his temporal and eternal Life ? 

Pult. That is my Meaning; for it appears to me, 
that the preſent fallen, degraded, miſerable, and ſin- 
ful State of Man, in which he is ſo far ſeparated from 
Communication with Heaven and its bleſſed Life, is 
owing ſolely to the Perverſion of the internal ſpiritu- 
al Forms of his Soul, or Spirit, occaſioned by Evil of 
Life, and a Departure thereby from an Obedience to 
the genuine Truth of God's holy Word; but as he 
returns to the Truth in Obedience and the Good of 
Life, all thoſe perverted Forms of his Spirit wiil be 
reſtored to their primitive Order, and he will thus be 
renewed in primitive Beauty and Integrity of Form, 
whereby he will be capable of near Communication 

and blefſed Intercourſe again with God and Heaven. 

SorPH. But you were ſpeaking of the Renewal cf 
theſe ſpiritual Forms in all the ſeveral Degrees ot Life ; 
How ar I to underitand this ? 


Pair. Conſider and underſtand, Sir, that Man's 


Life conſiſts of ſeveral Degrees, as the natural, the 
rational, and the ſpiritual Degrees, and in the preſent 
Corruption, Diſorder, or Perverſion of human Spirits 
through Sin, all theſe ſeveral Degrees have ſuffered 
Injury, being disfigured as to Form, and degraded 
a5 to Life; but in the Renovation under the new 
Jeruſalem 
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Jeruſalem Diſpenſation, there is good Reaſon to hope, 
that all theſe ſeveral Degrees of human Life, whether 
natural, rational, or ſpiritual, will be reſtored each 
to Newneſs of Form and Order, and thereby fitted to 
receive Newneſs of Life and Bleſſedneſs. And deny 
me not, Sir, the delightful Indulgence of this Hope, 
who have long been a Mourner in Zion, weeping 
over her Delolations, and lamenting the Perverſion 


and Deſtruction of her beautiful and heavenly 


Forms: For ſurely the Promiſes of God muſt 
have their Accompliſhment. Hath he ſaid, and 
ſhall he not do it? Or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he 
not make it good ? Was the new Jeruſalem foreſeen 
deſcending from God out of Heaven, and ſhall it not 
deſcend ? Heaven and Earth may paſs away, but 
his Word ſhall not paſs away. And charge me not, 
Sir, with the Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, when I aſſure you, 
that it is not only my fond Hope, but alſo my firm 
Belief, that the holy City is already beginning to de- 
ſcend to the rectifying and regulating all the fallen 
diſordered Powers, Principles, and Forms of the Hu- 
man Spirit and Body. Mankind ſurely will hence- 
forth love God and one-another more heartily, cordi- 
ally, and effectually, than they have heretofore done. 
The Corruptions of ſelfiſh, worldly, fleſhly, and cor- 
poreal Love will be removed. All the ſpiritual Pow- 


ers and Affections will be purified, and reſtored to 


their proper Order and Subordination, in the Acknow- 
ledgment df and Submiſſion to their Divine Original, 
the manifeſted JEHOVAH. In the mean Time the 
rational Powers of the Mind will partake of the heav- 
enly Benediction, by the right Formation and Uſe 
whereof Man will be enabled to diſcover ſolid Princi- 
ples of Truth, and to confirm himſelf therein, to the 
Exaltation, Regulation, Purification, and Security of 
his Spiritual Life. The Diſtinctions between Good 
and Evil, Truth and Error, will thus be more fully 
aſcertained, the Laws of eternal Order better under- 
ſtood, and the ſeveral Duties of Man, in his ſeveral 
Relationſhips, 
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Relationſhips, as an Inhabitant both of this World, 


and of another, more clearly diſcerned and perceived. 


Enthuſiaſm, Fanatacilm, and all the Errors of a wild 
and diſordered Imagination, ariling from a blind 
Zeal, will be hereby ſupplanted, will give Place 
to a clear, calm, and ſteady Illumination of the Intel - 
le& from the genuine Senſe of God's Word, well form. 
ed in the Life, and well digeſted in the rational Mind, 
Nor will the natural Powers be left unblefſed : All 
the natural Affections, which are agreeable to the 
Divine Goodneſs, will þe preſerved alive, being trac- 
ed up to, and joined with, their correſpondent ſpir - 
itual Loves, wherein they originate, Every natural 
Knowledge will be called in to adorn the new Jeruſa- 
lem Temple, and will lend its Aid to ſing the eternal 
Praiſes of Him who ſitteth on the Throne, and of the 
Lamb for ever and ever. Every- uſeful Art and 
Science alſo, and whatever elſe may contribute. to 
Man's natural Comforts and Conveniences here below, 
will be reſtored to their proper Place and Order, be- 
come ſancified in the Divine Subordination, and 
called holy unto the Lord; whilſt all vicious, vain, 
and frivolous Arts, and all Science, falſely ſo called, 
will flee away, like the Shades of Night before the 
riſing Sun. And as Man's corporeal Part hath par- 
took of the general Corruption through Sin, and 
become thereby deformed, infirm, and diſeaſed, ſo, 
in the Renovation of his internal ſpiritual Forms 
through Righteouſneſs, why may not we reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, that this corporeal Part will partake alſo of 
the Bleſſing, and that even the Bodies of Mankind 
will in Proceſs of 'Time recover their priſtine Health, 
Soundneſs, and Beauty? In ſhort, Sir, I believe every 
human Principle and Power will by this Diſpenſation 
be ſo reſtored and renovated as to unite all Mankind 
in one general Conſeſſion and Adoration of a Crea- 
tor, Redeemer, and Saviour, in the glorious Perſon of 
our Lord jeſus Chriſt, one God blefſed for evermore. 
Sorn. 
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Sor n. Is it to be ſuppoſed that, under this Di- 
penſation, any Change will take place in the external 
State of civil Society, fo as to overthrow the Diftinc- - 


tions of Rank and Order amongſt Mankind ? 1 
Put. No, Sir; it is to be ſuppoſed that the preſ- f 
ent Diſtinctions of Rank and Order will continue, and 4 


that nothing will be changed but the State of Mind 
in which thoſe Diſtinctions will be held and exerciſed ; 
there will therefore ſtill continue to be a Difference 
of Station, of Office, and of Character amongſt Men, 
but the Pride and Vanity ariſing from that Difference 
will be removed and loſt, for every Member of the 
new Jeruſalem, from the higheſt to the loweſt, will 
conſider himſelf as a Servant of the Public, in the 
Station appointed for him by an all-wiſe Providence, 
to * prom the common Good, under the Influence 
of the ſame common Spirit of Good-will and Charity ; 
and thus, though there be a Difference of Office, 
Employment, and Character, yet all being influenced 
by one and the ſame Spirit, © The firſt will be laſt, J. 
and the laſt firſt.” Kings therefore, and thoſe who 7. 
are in Authority, will execute judgment and Juſtice 4 
in the Earth, Prieſts, and thoſe who have ſpiritual | 4 
Adminiſtration, will wait on their Miniſtry, publiſhing bn 
the pure Laws of ſpiritual Order and Truth from x 
the pure Love thereof. Soldiers will be courageous a 
from Principle, and will be valiant in Defence af the 
juſt Laws of Nations, but without Violence, Injuſtice, 
or Cruelty. Merchants will purſue Commerce, not 
in the Spirit of Covetouſneſs, but of univerſal Good- 
will, to open the Doors of Communication between 
diſtant People, in the Way of mutual Comfort, Con- 
venience, and Benevolence. Mechanics will be ſkil- 
ful and induſtrious, each in his ſeveral Occupation, 
but without Vice and Artifice. Scholars will ſtudy 
the Sciences, not in the Pride thereof, but in the 
pure Affection of Truth, to adorn the heavenly Bride, 
the Lamb's Wife, with Raiment of Needle-work. 
All Orders and Ranks of Men, in ſhort, 2 up- 
right, 1 
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right, faithful, content, and diligent, in their ſeveral 


Callings, from a ſincere Principle of Glory to God 


and Good- will towards Men. Such it appears to me, 
will be ſome of the bleſſed Effects ariſing from a right 
Reception of the Doctrines of the New Church, and 
Application of them to the Life; and I am ſure, 
Sir, that both you, and every ſincere Chriſtian, muſt 
be ready to join: us in earneſt Prayer, that the King - 
doms of this World may thus become the Kingdoms 
of. our Lord and of. his Chriſt, - 
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An Account of the Doctrines of the x — 
Cuvach according to the Writings of Baron Swep- 
ZNBORG ; with the Lirx of the Auruon. | 


{From Huno's Hiſtory of all Religions. ] 
—————— —— —œ 
T*HIS Infant Church has hicherto been but little no- 


1 ticed ; but from the very intereſting Nature of its 
Doctrines, as well es from the Numbers which are daily 


flocking to it, in different Parts of the World, it ſeems 


highly probable that it will ſoon become an Objctt of ev- 
ery general Attention and Inquiry, It is worthy of Re- 
mark, that the Profeſſors and Members of . New 
Church ſeem totally free from that party Zeal and ſecta- 
rian Spirit which modern Euthuſiaſm has made the Char- 
acteriſſic of too many, and which muſt ever prove detri- 
mental to the Interefts of true Religion. A Principle of 
univerſal Love and Benevolence, extended not only to 
thoſe who differ from them in point of Sentiment, but ev- 
en to their very Enemies (if they have any) ſeems to be 
a general and dif inguiſhing Feature of this New Church, 
and ſtamps an Authoitry upon its Doctrines, which might 
otherwiſe from their Novelty be doubted and difregarded. 

But before we ſpeak of the Dottrines themſelves, we 
will firſt take a ſhort View of the Life of their Author, 
his Rank in the Kingdom to which he belonged, and the 
Character he has always borne with the learned World. 

Baron Swedenborg was born at Stockholm, in the 
Year of our Lord 1689. His Father's Name was Jeſper 
Swedberg, Biſhop of Weſt-Gothia, and a Man of cele- 
brated Character in his Time. He enjoyed early the 
Advantages of a liberal Education, and being naturally 
endowed with uncommon Talents for the Acquirement 
of Learning, his Progreſs in the Sciences was rapid and 
extenſive ; and at an early Period in Life he diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf by ſeveral Publications, which gave Proof of 
equal Genius and Erudition. * 
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2 Accouxr or Baron 


Did Occaſion permit, we might here give a long It 
of our Author's literary and philoſophical Produdtions ; 
but as our Subjett leads Carne an ro the Con- 
ſideration of his Theological Character aud Writings, 
we ſhall only obſerve concerning his other Works that 
they are held in high Eſteem by the Learned in all Parts 
of Europe, bearing evident Marks of extraordinary Gen- 
ius, extenſive Erudition, ſolid Judgment, and important 
Diſcchery, and (what was a diſtinguifhing Feature in all 
his Publications) of moſt orderly — methodical Arrange- 
ment. See on this Subject the Eulogy on Baron Swe- 
denborg, compoſed and delivered by Mr. Sandall, before 
the Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, and lately 
Aranſluied into Engliſh, See alſo Remarks of M. the 
Marquis de Thoml, on an Aſſertion of the Commiſhoners 
appointed by the French. King, for the Examination of 
Animal Magnetiſm, &c. ,communicated to the Authors 
of the Journal Encyclopedique, and inſerted in the Vol. 
of September 1, 1788. Tome VI. Part II. 
Such extraordinary Genius and Learning, ſupported 
by ſuch Purity of Life, and Uprightneſs of Character, 
- were not likely to be long — from public Notice. 
Accordingly we find, that at a very early Age Mr. Swed- 
berg became an Object of Royal Attention and Favour, 
being admitted to frequent Converſe with Charles XII. 
then King of Sweden, and appointed by him to the Of. 
. tice of Aſſeſſor of the Metallic College, a Place of great 
public Truſt, and much Emolument. He was alſo en- 
nobled in the Year 1919, by Queen Ulrica Eleanora, 
and named Swedenborg, from which Time he took his 
Seat with the Nobles of the Equeſtrian Order, in the 
triennial Aſſemblies of the States. He was made a 
Fellow, by Invitation of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
at Stockholm, and had a like Honour conferred on him 
by Foreign Societies, He lived in much Efteem with 
the Biſhops and Nobles of his own Country, and his Ac- 
| 2 was alſo ſought after by the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
harafters in various Parts of Europe, with many of whom 
he continued to correſpond till his Death. 
| Theſe temporal. Honours and Advantages, in the Eyes 
of many, might perhaps appear of much Account, but by 
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Baron Swedenborg, they were conſidered only as Things 
of ſmall Importance, eſpecially when compared with the 
Honour to which about this Time (in the Year 1743) 
he was called, of a Nature ſo extraordinary, and in a 
Manner ſo memorable, that we ſhould be tempted to _ 

reſs the Relation, as having the Appearance of Incredi- 
Flity and Enthuhaſm, did not the Cauſe of Truth require 
it, not only in enabling us to account for the Author's fu- 
ture Life and Writings, but alſo in reſpect to the Sanc- 
tion and Authority which were hereby flamped upon 
them, 

As Baron Swedenborg has himfelf given a Relation 
ofthis Event, we think it beſt to confine ourſelves to his 
own Words, ſince we would not willingly miſrepreſent 
it, either by magnifying or diminiſhing the real Circum- 
ſtances attending it. Tue account is taken from a Let- 


ter written to a Friend, not many Years before his Death; 


in which, ſpeaking of his Temporal Circumflances, he thus 


- expreſſes himſelf, © Whatever of worldly Honour and 


Advantage may appear to be in the Things before mention- 
ed, I hold them but as Matters of lowEſtimation, when com- 
_ to the Honour of that Holy Office, to which the 

ord himſelf hath called me, who was gracioufly plecale 
to manifeſt Himſelf to me his unworthy Servant in a per- 
{onal Appearance, in the Year 474g, to open in me a 
Sight of the Spiritual World, and to enable me to con- 
verſe with Spirits and Angels, and this Privilege has con- 
tinued with me to this Day. From that Time I began 
to print and publiſh various unknown Arcana, which have 
been either ſeen by me or revealed to me, concerning 
Heaven and Hell, the State of Man after Death, the true 
Worſhip of God, the ſpiritual Seuſe of the Scriptures, 
and 5 important Truths tending to Salvation 
and true Wiſdom.“ 

It is eaſy to ſee what different Judgments will be form- 
ed by difterent Perſons concerning the above Relation, 
The Atheiſt and Infidel will wine, þ— Things contain- 
ed in it as impollible, and will inſtantly reject it under 
that Idea: The Wit and the minute Philoſopher will 
ridicule it as extravagant, and pronounce it the mere Ef- 
fect of a warm and —_— Imagination: Even the ſeri- 
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ous and well inflrutted Chriſtian will have his Doubts con- 
cerning its Reality, and will ſuſpe& the Fact, though he 
will not diſpute its Poſ bility, Supernatural Events, in 
all Ages of the World, have thus Grideg the Sentimenis 
of Mankind. nor is it to be expe tied that in our own Age 
we ſhall be better agreed touching the Truth of a Rela- 
tion ſo matvellous and miraculous, ſupported only by the 
Teitimony of a ſingle Witneſs, Caution likewiſe on 
ſuch Occaſions has always been deemed expedient by the 
truly good and enlightened, leſt giving too haſty an Aſ- 
ſent to 'T hings extraordinary, they ſhould encourage Im- 
7 and put it in the Power of weak or ill diſpoſed 

er ſons 4o eſtabliſh an Authority over the Minds oF oth» 
ers, grounded only in the Infirmities or Depravities of 
their own. | | 

But as an indiſcriminate Reception of every ſupernat- 
ural Relation is dangerous, ſo an indiſcriminate Rejec- 
tion is no leſs ſo, and have therefore ever been equally 
avoided by all wiſe Men. Candour to examine, and 
Judgment to diſtinguiſh. between Truth and Error, be- 
tween Realities — Appearances, have for this Reaſon 


at all Times been accounted eſtimable Virtues; and 


general Rules for the Direction of the Judgment have 


accordingly been eſtabliſhed and univerſally received, 
whereby the upright and ſincere might be preſerved from 
the Miſchiefs attending a blind Credulity on the one 


Side, and a perverſe Incredulity on the other. 


It is not our Province at preſent to point out what 
thoſe Rules are, much leſs to, apply them to the Caſe in 

ueſtion : We beg Leave however to ſuggeſt, with all 

ference to the Sentiments of others, that it is the 
Duty of every candid Chriſtian to examine well the 
Credibility of the above Teſtimony, and this without 
Partiality and without Prejudice, inaſmuch as the gener» 
al Intereſts of Truth, which ought to be dear to every 
one, may be greatly aſſetted by ſuch an Examination. 
And as the f enor of Baron Swedenborg's Life, dated 
from the above Event, to his Death, together with his 
Writings and the Doftrines therein contained, muſt 
needs have great and deſerved Weight in the Determin- 


ation of an impartial Judgment ; 1t appears — to 
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be the Duty of every ſincere Inquirer after the Truth, 
not to pronounce any Sentence, till he has faithfully and 
diligently weighed the ſeveral Circumſtances reſpecting 
the latter Period of our Author's Life, as well as the Na- 
ture and Tendency of the Books written by him during 
that Period. 

For the Information of ſuch Inquirers the following 
Particulars were collected, and to their ſerious Conſider- 
ation they are ſubmitted, 
It is well known that Baron Swedenborg, after the 
above extraordinary Call to be an In{Iruttor of Mankind, 
dedicated himſelf entirely to the great Work which was 
aligned him, The future Part of his Life was ſpent, 
. — the high 6— — had received, — 

udyin igend t or , in opening a 

— * t - ho Truths therein — 17 — in 

bliſhing them to his Fellow - creatures, together with 
the important Information made known to bim concerning 
another World. For this Purpoſe he frequently left his 
native Country to viſit diſlant Cities, particularly Lon- 
don and- Amfterdam, where all his Theological Works 
were printed by him at'a great Expenſe, and with little 
Profpe& or Probability of a Reimburſement. Where- 
ever he reſided on his Travels, (according to the Teſtimo- 
ny of a late Writer, who was perſonally acquainted with 
him) „ he was a mere Solitary, and almoſt inacceſſible, 
though in his own Country of a free and open Behaviour, 
He affected no Honor but declined it; purſued no world- 
ly Intereft, but ſpent his Time in 2 and printing, 
m Order to communicate Inſtruction and Benefit to 
Mankind. He had nothing of the Preciſian in his Man- 
ner, nothing of Melancholy in his Temper, and nothing 
in the leaſt bordering on Enthuſiaſm in his Converſation 
or Writings.” See the Rev. Mr. Hariley's Preface to 
the Treatiſe on Influx, &c. &c. alſo to the Treatiſe on 
Heaven and Hell. To this may be added, that he af- 
fected no Singularities, neither was he elated by Reaſon 
of his extraordinary Gifis, ſo as to aim at any Preemi- 
gence in Spiritual Things, or to ſet himſelf up as the 
Head of a Party. Far from the Spirit of a SeQtarian, 
ke loved good Men wherever he found them, and ap- 

| proved 
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proved the Truth by whomſoever it was taught; never- 
theleſs he was bold and free to cenſure Vice under all its 
Forms, and amongſl all its Adherents ; and to point out 
Errors, howſoever reſpettable the Names wh ch gave 
them Authority, In hon, his whole Life, from the 
Date of the above memorable Event, appears to have 
been that of a Man called to eminent and extraordinary 
Services; being orderly, prudent, pure, humble, and 
beneficent, ſuitable to the Heavenly Intercourſe to which 
| he was admitted, He died at London, in the Year 
1772, and after lying in State was interred at the Swed- 
11h Church, near Radeliff-Highway. - 

It has been ſaid indeed by fomez and received implicit- 
ly without farther Examination by others, that Baron 
S wedenborg, after receiving or pretending to receive the 
above extraordinary - Commiſlion, was mad, and became 
totally deprived of his rational Senſes ; but this Inſinua- 
tion is ſuch a palpable Contradiftion to Truth, and ſuch 
an Inſult to common Senſe, being over-ruled by every 
Page of our Author's Writings, as well as by every A 
of his Life for nine and twenty Years together, after that 
Period, that we ſhould have thought it altogether un- 
worthy our Notice, were we not aware that it operates 
powerfully with many even at this Day, to prejudice: 
them againſt a Character which otherwiſe they would re- 
vere, and againſi Writings from which they would otherwiſe 
receive the moſt welcome Inflruttion, whiltt in the mean 
Time they can give no reaſonable Account of that Pre- 
judice, nor trace its Origin to any better Source than the 
unjuſt Calumny uttered of old againſt another reſpettable 
Name, Paul, thou art beſide thyſelf ; much Learning 
doth make thee mad.“ Acts xxvi. 24. 


But to return.—lIt is in the "Writings of the Studions - 
and Contemplative that we muſt read their Lives, and- 


learn what they were; and if we look at Baron Sweden- 
borg im this — we are aſtoniſhed at the Greatneſs of 


his Labovrs, the Extent of his Knowledge, the Purity 
and Conſiſtency of his Doctrines, the Order and Per- 
ſpicuity of his Diſcuſſions, all which beſpeak a Mind 
vaſtly above the common Sort, indefatigable in its Exer- 
uons, profound in its Reſearches, illuminated and clear 
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in its Perceptions, pious, ſober, and ſokd in its Principles, 

The firft of his '1 heological Works which preſents it- 
ſelf to our Obfervation, is the Arcana Cœleſtia, or Heav- 
enly Myſteries contained in the Sacred Scriptures, being 
an Explanation of the Books of Genefis and Exodus. 
This Work was publiſhed at London, from the Year 
1747 to the Year 1758, in eight Volumes qto. and con- 
tains ſuch a Variety of important Matter as can only te 
conceived by an attentive Reading of the Work itſelf, 
Its general Deſign 1s to affert and prove the Spirituality 
and Divimt of the Sacred Scriptures, whereby thoſe 
holy Records are eſſentially diſtinguiſhed from all other 
Books, and to ſhew wherein ſuch Spirituality and Divin- 
ity conſiſt, The pious Reader is herein — and 
delighted to find, that the holy Word of the Lord 
throughout contains an internal or ſpiritual Senfe, totally 
diftinet from that of the Letter, yet united and making 


one with it in the Way of Correſpondence. I his in- 


ternal or ſprritual Senſe is elucidated through the Books 
of Genefis and Exodus, and occafionally, in the Way of 
Illuſſration, through moſt of the other Books both of 
the Old and New Teſlament; whereby it is made to a 
pear, that not only the prophetical, but even the hiſloric- 
al Parts of the ſacred Word, under the Cover of the 
Letter, contain infinite Treaſures of heavenly Wiſdom, 
accommodated to the Underſtandings of Angels and Men, 
and relating to the Lord himſelf in a ſupreme Senſe. to 
his holy Kingdom and Church in an inferior Senſe, aud to 
the Regeneration of Man, which is the Opening and 
Formation of the Lord's Kingdom and Church in him, 
in the loweſt or moſt particular denſe. The apparent 
Contradiftions of the Letter are hereby ſhewn to be 
183 and we are no longer offended with thole 
iforical Relations, which in many Caſes ſeem irrecon- 
cileable, trivial, and ugworthy of he divine Author ; for 
in the Spirit, or ſpiritual Senſe, all is ſeen to be barmonl- 
ous, important, and worthy of God, Beſides this ſpir- 
itual Opening of the Holy Scriptures, whereby they are 
rendered mott precious and abtrieg to every {ſerious 
Mind, the Work before us contains various memorable 
Relations of what _ ſeen and heard by the in 
4 e 
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the World of Spirits, together with curious Illuſtrations 


of the Dottrine of Correſpondence in particular Relation 


to the human Body; the whole together forming a 


Book full of mof} heavenly Inſtruftion for all who have 


any Meetneſs or Defire to ſee + The Wondrous Things 


of God's Law.” , 
The Work of our honourable Author, which occurs 
next in order of Time, is his Treatiſe on Heaven and 


Hell, or an Account of the wonderful Things therein 
heard and ſeen, publiſhed alſo at London, in the Year 


1758, in one Volume, 4to. In this Work the Veil is 
ia ſome Sort drawn aſide, which ſeparates between the 
viſible and inviſible Worlds, The pious Reader is as it 
were introduced into the heavenly Societies, and taught 
the Laws and Manners of that bleſſed * which 
is the Inberitance of the Saints in Light, Various, and 
heretofore unknown Particulars relating to the Peace, the 
Happineſs, the Light, the Order of Heaven; together 
with the Forms, the Funktions, the Habitattons, and ev- 
en the Garments of the heavenly Inhabitants, are treated 
of, all tending to cheriſh in the devout Soul magnificent 
Ideas of the Goodn2ſs, the Wiſdom, and the Power 
of God, and the Glories of his Kingdom, and to 
lit it up to the Love and the Practice of Virtue, 
In this Work 1s experimentally proved, that Heaven 
is not a State of 5 | | 

all may be admitted indi{criminately, without Re- 
gard to their Tempers and Habits of Life, but that it is 
a State arifing from the good Aﬀetiions of the Heart, 
and a Correſpondency 'of the Thoughts and Actions, as 
grounded in fircere Love towards. God and Man, and 
operating according to the Laws of Order, which. are the 
Truths of the holy Commandment. In the fame Work 
may be ſeen the unhappy Lot of thoſe who forget God, 
which Lot, like that of the Bleſſed, is ſhewn to be, not 
of arbitrary Appointment, but the neceſſary miſerable 
Conſequence of on evil and though:lels Life, enſlaved 
by the vile Aﬀettions of Self. Love and the Love of the 
World, without ever being brought under the Regula- 
tions of heavenly Love by a right Submiſſion of the Will, 
the Underſtanding, and the Attions, to the Truth, and 
Spirit of Heaven, which is the holy Law or 2 of 
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God. Nothing can be conceived more edify ing, more 
animating, or more awfvl, than the Whole of this Work: 
it tends to ſtrengthen every Inclination to Virtue, by 
pointing out the — and Realities of its Re- 
wards, aud at the ſame Time to check the Powers of 


Evil, by exhibiting the various Forms of eternal Dark- 


neſs and Miſery which await it in another World, 

In the ſame mr and at the ſame Place, our Author 
publiſhed the following ſmaller Tratts in Quarto, viz. 1. 
Of che New Jeruſalem and its Heavenly Dottrine, 2. 
Of the Laſt Judgment, and of the Deſtruthon of Baby- 
lon, g. Of the White Horſe ſpoken of in the Reve- 
lations. 4. Of the Earths in the Univerſe, and their 
Inhabitants; and in the Year 176g, 1. The Dottrine 
of the New Jeruſalem concerning the Lord. 2. Con- 


cerning the Sacred Scripture. g. The Dotirine of Life 


for the New Jeruſalem, 4. A Continuation of the 


Subject concerning the Laſt Judgment, and concerning. 
the Spiritual World. All theſe Treatiſes by their 
Titles announce Matters of weighty Diſcuſhon and In- 
formation, nor do they diſappoint the Expettations they: 
excite, But we ſhall paſs by them, (only recommending 
them to the Reader's 5 Peruſal) that we may be the 
more particular in our Account of the larger Works 
which follow, and which are theſe; | 

1, Angelic Wiſdom in Regard to the Divine Love 
and Divine Wiſdom, This Work was publiſhed in 
Quarto, at Amſterdam, in the Year 176g, and contains 
pegs one of the moſt complete, edifying, and ſatis fac- 
tory Syſtems of Metaphy ſics that the World ever ſaw, 
The Reader is no longer perplexed with the unintelligi- 
ble Monads of Leibnitz, the Subtleties of Deſcartes, 
the Idealities of Malbranche and Berkeley, or fhocked 
with the Blaſphemies of Spinoza, and the pernicious 
Tenets of modern Materialiſm ; but a clear, ſimple, yet 
moſt magnificent View of the Creator and of Creation 
is opened to his Underſtanding. The great Line of 
Diſtinction is drawn between God and Nature, between 
the Worker and the Work, and the enlightened Mind is 
enabled thereby ſo to ſeparate between the one and the 
other, as to avoid all that Confuſion, which in moſt other 
© dyſleas 
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Syſtems is ſh apt to embarraſs, not to ſay pervert the 
Ideas of the Reader. Spirit and Matter have each their 
fpecial Boundaries alloted them, and it is ſhewn that each 
have their ſeveral diſlindt Degrees, but that theſe De- 
grees are ſuch, that it is impolhble the pureſt Degree of 
what is material ſhould ever become ſpiritual, or that the 
loweſt Degree of what is ſpiritual ſhould ever become 
material, It is farther ſhewn in this truly wonderful} 
Work, how all Degrees, both of what is ſpiritual and 
what is natural, are united in Man, and that the feveral 
ſpiritual Degrees are opened in him, whenſoever he hath 
a right Reſpe& to his Creator, and ſubmits his Life to 
the Regulations of the Laws of Divine Order. The 
t Doctrine of Forms alſo is proved and illuſtrated in 
1 Work, whereby is made manifeſt this intereſting 
Truth, that all the Subjects of Creation, under all their 
indefinite Vaneties, whether ſpiritual or natural, are 
merely Forms divertely organized, and thereby diverlely 
accommodated to the Reception of Life, not poſſelling in 
themſelves any living Principle inherent in them as their 
own, but receiving, exerciſing, and enjoying ſuch a 
Principle by continual Influx from another, and thus 
finally from God, the only Fountain of all Life. Ac» 
cording to this Doctrine it is further ſhewn, that Man is 
a ſpiritual Form, receptive both of mediate and immedi- 
ate ſpiritual Life, with all its Bleſhngs from God; an 
ordinate and upright Form, if he ſubmiis his Life to the 
Laws of Order and Uprightneſs, which are the Laws of 
God; but an inordinate and inverted Form, if he rejects 
thoſe Laws, in which latter Caſe he perverts the Divine 
Influx, and turns ſpiritual Life into fpiritual Death, and 
Divine Bleſſing into the Infernal Curſe, 
In the following Year a Sort of Companion to the 


above Work was publiſhed at the ſame Place, by our Au- 


thor, entitled Angelic Wiſdom concerning the Divine 
Providence. The Deſign of this Work is to ſhew that 
the Laws, according to which the Divine Providence 
operates, have Reſpett to Man's eternal Bliſs in the 
heavenly World, and of Conſequence to his Purification 


and Regeneration in this World, as the only poihble 


Means whereby his future Well-being can be _— 
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d it is clearly evinced, how the Permiſſion 
Plan of the Divine con- 


omy, and that the Proſperity of the Wicked in this Life 
is no Argument againſt the over-ruling Power and Order 
of an all-wiſe Adminiſtration of Events. 
ſels and Operations of the Deity in Regard to the Remov- 
al of Evils from Man, aud his conſequent Purification 
and Regeneration, are abundantly demonſtrated, conſiſt- 


ently 


The Coun- 


both with Scripture and Rea ſon; and herein the 


Free-will of the Creature is ſhewn to be perfectly recon- 
cileable with the Omnipotence of the Creator, and a ne- 
ceſſary Principle to be exerciſedin Co-operation with the 
Divine Influence, inaſmuch as otherwiſe the Creature 
can never be rendered a free Recipient of what is from 
God, and of courfe can never become truly and 
bleſſed in God, which is the great End of Man's Creation. 
Such are the weighty and intereſting Subjects treated of 
in this Work, and diſcuſſed with ſo much Order, Preciſe 
ion, ſound Judgment, and Conformity to the Sacred 
Writings, that it can never euough be recommended to 
the ſerious Peruſal and Conſideration of Mankind. 
But Works of equal or ſuperior Importance yet de- 


mand our Attention. 


r fectly 


In the Year 1764, the Apoca- 


lypſe Revealed, was firſt publiſhed in one large Volume, 


uarto, at Amflerdam ; a 


ork of which it is impoſhble 


to give the Reader any adequate Idea, Suffice it to ſay, 


that it contains a full and ſatis facto 


Opening of the deep 


Arcana contained in that myſterious Book, which the 
good and learned in all Ages have in vain endeavoured to 


unfold. From this Openin 


or Explanation it is made 


very manifeſt, that the — Parts of the Revela- 
tions have immediate Reference not only to the pall, but 
alſo to the preſent Times of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation; 
containing a full Hiſtory of the ſucceſſive Declenſions of 
the Church from its original Purity, till it is come at laſt 
to a miſerable State of Baby loniſh Corruption and Confu- 
ſion. Ho ſoever the pious Reader may be troubled un- 
der this Idea, he will not fail to be equally conſoled un- 
der the certain Promiſes of © The holy City New Jeru- 
ſalem coming down from God out of a 

0 


as a Bride 


orned for her Huſband,” which 


e 


ared 


rds ares 


inter preted 
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* by our enlightened Autbor as deſcriptive of a 
new Diſpenſation of heavenly Truth, breaking through 
and diſſipating the Darkneſs which at this Day prevails 
on the Earth, whereby the Laws of the Divine Order, 
and the CEconomy of God's Kingdom, Providence, and 
marvellous Operations, will be more clearly and fully un- 
derſtood, and the Hearts of Men will be thus opened to 
2 nearer Intercourſe with Heaven, and rendered admiſ- 
five of the purer Influences of goſpel Love and Charity 
in their Lives and Converſations, It is a Circumſtance 
which merits Conſideration, that the deep Myſteries of 


this Book of the Revelations are opened — ſame Key, 


8 the Dottrine of Corre ces between Thin 
piritual and Things natural) which ſerved before to open 
the Books of Geneſis and Exodus; and the Reader is 
amazed to ſee, by demonſtrative Evidence, how this is 
the true and only Key whereby the ſacred Writings can 
be fully opened, explained, and reconciled. 
This Work was fucceeded by another in the Year 
1768, and 1 at the ſame Place, entitled the De- 
iſdom reſpecting conjugal Love, and the 
eafures of Inſanity reſpecting 838 in one 
Volume, Quarto. The Title of this Work, at firſt 
Sight, does not ſeem to announce any Thing connefted 


with Religion or the Law of God, but on Examination 


ut is found that the Interefts of every Thing ſerious are 


united with the important Subjett therein diſculled ; 


which is no leſs than a ſtriptural and rational Inveſtiga- 
tion of the Origin, Nature, Laws, Uſes, End, and Du- 
ration 'of conjugal Love, and of its Oppoſite, which is 
ſcortatory Love. By this Inveſtigation, which is equal- 
ly clear, orderly, and convincing, it appears that true con- 
jugal Love has its Ground in the Marriage Union of 
Love and Wiſdom, or of Goodneſs and Truth, conſe- 
quently in the Love of the Lord and the Church, ac- 
— a Degree of Power, Bleſſedneſa, Purity, and 

ermanency in Man, proportioned to tis Advancement 
in ſuch Marriage Union. On the other Hand, it is 
as clearly proved, that ſcortatory Love originates in the 
Disjunttion of Love and Wiſdom, or of Goodneſs and 
Truth, conſequently of the Lord and his Church ; and, 

according 
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according to the Meaſure of ſuch Disjunftion, acquires 
its miſchievous and condemning Power and 2 
over the human Heart, Hence it is made manifeſl, that 
the State of true conjugal Love amongſt Men has always 
kept pace with the State of Religious Love and Wiſ- 
dom, being Spiritual with the Spiritual, Natural with the 
Natural, and Carnal with the Adulterous. In this 
Work the Author likewiſe proves, in the moſt ſatisfacto- 
ry and clear Manner, that true conjugal Love can only 
ſubſiſt between one Huſband and one Wife, and thus 
cautions: the Mind againſt that dangerous and Antichriſ- 
tian Doctrine of a Plurality of Wives. which has lately 
been propagated, and confirmed from certain Paſſages of 
the Oig Teftament falſely underſtood, It further ap- 
pears from the Author's Teſtimony in this moſt 2 
and extraordinary Work, that conjugal Love remains af- 
ter Death ; and hence is ſuggeſted to every conſiderate 
Mind, a moſt powerful Argument to a good and religious 
Life, inaſmuch as the Bleſſedneis of that Love in Eterni- 
ty will depend altogether upon the Degree of Purifica- 
tion and Regeneration attained to by the ſincere Love of 
God, the right Underſtanding of his Laws, and a con- 
formable Practice in the Life and Converſation. The 
Subject therefore of this Work, well conſidered, is wor- 
thy of all Attention, and is earneſtly recommended to 
blic-Notice, 

Paſſing by two ſmall Treatiſes, the one entitled A 
Summary Expoſition of the Doctrines ofthe New Church, 
and the other Concerning the Commerce or Communi- 
cation between Soul and Body, we come now to the laſt 
of our Author's Works, publiſhed in yu at Amfter- 
dam, in the Year 1771, and entitled True Chriſtian 


Religion, containing the Univerſal Theology of the 


New. Church, which was foretold by the Lord in Daniel 
vii. 13, 143 and in the Revelations xxi. 1, 2. It is re- 
— * that this Work was written by Baron Sweden- 
borg when in the eighty-ſecond Year of his Age, and yet 
exhibits all the Marks of a vigorous and lively Under- 
ſtanding. It may be conſidered as a Summary of all his 
other l Wititings, in which his Dodtrines are 
a it were concentrated, and brought into one Point of 


View; 
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View . and on his Account it is to be recommended to 


the Peruſal of all who wiſh to get a general Idea of the 
Contents of the 8 Books. e Subjetts princi- 
pally treated of in this Work are theſe : 1. Of God the 
Creator, and of Creation. 2. Of the Lord the Re- 
deemer, and of Redemption. g. Of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and of the Divine Operation, and of the Divine Trini- 


ty. 4. Of the Sacred Scripture, or Word of the Lord. 


5. The Catechiſm, or Decalogue, explained as to its ex- 
ternal and internal Senſe, 6. Of Faith, 7. Of Cha- 
rity, or Love towards our Neighbour, and of good 
Works. 8, Of Free-will. 9. Of Repentance. 10. 
Of Reformation and Regeneration. 11. Of Imputa- 
tion. 12. Of Baptiſm. 13. Of the Holy Supper, 
14. Of the Conſummation ot the Age; of the Coming 
of the Lord; and of the New Heaven and New Church. 
In the Diſcuſſion of theſe various Subjetts may be ſeen 
our Author's leading Sentiments on ſome of the chief 
Doftrines of Chriſtianity, and wherein he differs from, 
as well as wherein he agrees-with received Syſtems, In 
treating on the Godhead, he diſallows of a triperſon- 
ality in his Nature, contending that ſuch an Lea is 
both erroneous and dangerous, grounded in a groſs 
Miſconception of the Divine Being, and ſerving to diſ- 
tract the Minds of all true and ſincere Worlki Is. 
Nevertheleſs he acknowledges a Divine Trinity, though 
nota Trinity of Perſons, and proves from various Author- 
ities, both of the Old and New Teſtament, that this 
Trinity is in the one Perſon of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
conſiſting of three diſtinct Powers or Principles, viz. the 
eſſential Divine Principle, the Divine-Human, and Di- 
vine Proceeding, which together form one God or Lord, 
juſt as the Soul, Body, and Operations of Man form one 
Man. Agreeable to this Idea, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
the New Teſtament is ſhewn to be no other than _—_ 
hovah of the Old, made manifeſt in the Fleſh, and eflen- 


tiaily united with the Human Nature or Principle, which 
he aſſumed and made Divine, from which Union proceeds 
the Sacred Operation called in Scripture the Holy Ghoſt. 
Having thus _ _m and explained his Doctrine 

riſtian Lord and Redeemer, he next 


proceeds 


zoncerning the C 
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ceeds to unfold the true Nature of Redemption, as 
conliſting, not in a vicarious Sacrifice, and Atonement 
thereby of Divine Wrath, but in a real Subjugation of 
Hell or the Powers of Darkneſs, and in a Glorification 
of the Human Nature, whereby the Minds of Men were 
reſcued from impending Deſtruttion, and had Power 
again given them to work out their Salvation, and become 
the regenerate Sons of God. From theſe important Sub- 


jets he proceeds to a Conſideration of the Sacred Scrip- 


tures, or Word of God, afferting their Divinity and Spir- 
ituality, according to what was ſhewn above in fpeaking 
of the Arcana Cœleſtia. In the remaining Chapters may 
be ſeen what his Sentiments are in Regard to a truly 
Chriſtian Life. He allows of no Faith but what 1; 
grounded in Charity, and operates according to the Laws 
of eternal Truth and Order, which are the Command- 
ments of God : Neither does he call that Charity, which 
frequently paſſes under the venerable Name, but defines 
it to be aliving Principle of Heavenly Love in the Soul, 
leading it todepart from all Iniquity, and to act uprightly 
and ſincerely before God and Man in the Diſcharge” of 
every Duty, and under every 1 and 2 
of Life, He grounds the Neceſſity of Repentance in 
the fallen State of the Human Soul, as immerſed in Evil 
both Hereditary and Actual, from which it can never be 
delivered but by fincere Examination of itſelf, in the 
Light of the Divine Truth, touching its Evils, attended 
with an earneft Deſire and Endeavour to depart from them. 
The Removal of Evils after ſincere Repentance is what 
is properly ſignified by the Remiſſhon of fins ; as the con- 
ſequent Growth of the Soul in the New Life of Faith 
and Charity comprizes, according to our Author, the 
fell and perſett Senſe of Chriſtian Regeneration. Hence 
1s ſhewn the Nature and Neceſſity of Man's Free will, 
together with the dreadful Conſequences of the predeſtina- 

rian Syſtem, and the no leſs falſe and dangerous Fenets' 
reſpetting an Imputation of the Merits and Righteouſ- 
_ of Chriſl. Next are pointed out the true End, 

Deſign, and Uſes of the two Sacraments of Baptiſm and 
the Holy Supper, opened and explained agreeable to the 
Doctrine of ü 5 between Things Natural 
and Spiritual : And laſtly, amidſt the Depravity and 

K Darkneſs 
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Darkneſs which have overſpread the Face of Chriftendom 
at this Day, ve are conſoled by the Proſpett of a glorious 
Church, the new Jeruſalem Diſpenſation, or ſecond Ad- 
vent of our Lord, as promiſed both in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament, conſiſting, according to 
our Author, not in the Deſtruftion of the viſible Heavens 
and Earth, but in the Maniſeſtation of the pure Laws of 
Order, which are the Laws of Heaven, to Mankind, de- 
rived from the holy Word of God; whereby the Miſſs 
of Error will be diſſipated, and the Divine Will made 
known more perfettly ; ſo that if Man's Life be con- 
formable thereto, he will be enabled to attain unto cloſe 
Conjunftion with Heaven in the Spirit of Righteouſneſs, 
Truth, and Peace, and being reftored to an heavenly 
Life, Form, and Image in this World, will hereafter 
moſt aſſuredly have his eternal Lot with the bleſſed in the 
heavenly Kingdom. TM 
Such are the great Outlines of the Doftrines delivered 
in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, which from their 
Nature and Importance, as well as from the extraosdina 
Character of the Writer, moſt aſſuredly demand the ſe- 
rious Attention of every Chriſtian, ight we be per- 
mitted to give our Sentiments reſpeCting their genuine 
Tendency, we ſhould ſay, that they ſeem highly calculated 
to make Men think juſtly, aud to live upri ah, virtuouſ- 
Iy and peaceably, accoiding to the true Spirit of God's 
Commandments : they tend to deliver the Mind from 
the Intricacies and Perplexities of many erroneous Opin- 
ions which are at preſent circulating in the Church, and 
at the ſame Time from the Diſorders of Fanaticiſm, Su- 
rftition, and Enthubaſm, by opening, in a wonderful 
Simplicity, Purity, aud Conſiſlency, the great Laws of 
Order, which are the Laws of eternal Truth: they in- 
culcate a high Reverence and Love for the Perſon of the 
Redeemer, by ſhewing who and what He 1s, and like- 
wiſe for his holy Word, by unfolding the hidden Treaſures 
of Divine Wiſdom and Truth therein contained: they 
conlirm every Motive to a religious and obedient Life, 
by exhibiting an experimental Teſtimony, ſuch as was 
never before vouchſafed to Man, concerning the bleſſed 
Fruits of Holineſs, and the mi ſerable Conſequences of 


Sin, 
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Sin, in another World. In ſhort, the Church has every 
Thing to hope from their univerſal Reception, and noth- 
ing to fear whilſt it continues to be accounted an eſſen- 
tial Characteriſtic of the Church To know and love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and keep his Commandments, 

It may now very naturally be aſked, whether theſe 
Doftrines are any where publicly taught, and whether 
any particular Mode of Worſhip has been adopted by 
thoſe who embrace them, But, according to the beſt 

Information we have been able to obtain, it does not a 
r that any Thing of this Kind has aftually taken 
lace as yet; their chief Concern being an Attention ts 
| the Duties and Subſtance of Religion, without a tena- 
| cious Adherence to any of its Forms, well knowing that 
| every Form or Mede of Worſhip is accepted by God, 
where his Word is acknowledged, and the Sacraments 
duly adminiſtered, Societies, however, are already 
| formed in different Parts of Europe for propagating the 
, Doctrines of Baron Swedenborg, all which are condutted 
in a peaceable and becoming Manner; and where Socie- 
ties have not yet been eſtabliſhed, there are nevertheleſs 


. many Individuals who admire his Writings, and declare 
a their full and hearty Concurrence with all that he ad- 
| vances; particularly in England, France, Germany, 
. Holland, Sweden, Ruſſia, Poland, Turkey, and even in 
I the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, and America. 
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A CATALOGUE of ſuch of the TuzxoLocicar 
Works of EManuer SWEDENBORG, as have 
been Tranſlated from the Latin and Publiſhed in Eng- 
land, &c, F 


A RCANA Cæleſtia, or Heavenly Myſteries 
Contained in the Word of the Lord, being 
an Explication of the Spiritual Senſe of 
the Books of Genefis and Exodus. Vol. 1, C. [.d. 
2, g. 4, 5+ Price Sterlin 1 13 6 
A Brief Expoſition of the Dofrines of the 
— Church, ſignified by the New Feruſa- 


True Chriſtian Religion, or, Univerſal Theol- 
ogy. 15 
A Treatife on the Nature of 4 gra or of 
the Communication between Soul and Body. 
A Treatiſe concerning Heaven and Hell. 
Of the New Jeruſalem and its Heavenly 
— with Extradts from Arcana Cæ- 
et ia. | 4 
Ditte without the Extras. 1 6 
The Dodtrine of the New Feruſalem, Concern- 
ing the Lord. 
The Doctrine of the New Feruſalem, Con- 
a 


ee 


cerning the Sacred Scriptures. 2 
The Doctrine of Life for the New Jeruſalem. 1 6 
A Tartlis in the Univerſe. 2 6 

he Pſalms of David, with their Internal 

Sen/e in Notes. ; 3 
Of the White Horſe mentioned in the Revela- 

tons. 8 1 
A Treatiſe concerning the Laſt Judgment and 

the Dion Nba : 26 
Continuation of Ditto, 1 + 


Angelic Wiſdom, concerning the Divine Love 
and Divine Wiſdom, 


Angelic 
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An lic Wiſdom, concerning the Divine 


- Providence. 7 6 
The Hpocalypſe Revealed, 2 Vols. 4 
An Hieroglyphic Key to the Doctrine of Re- 


ol ons and Correſpondencies, , 1 
e Delights of Wiſdom concerning Conjugal 
Love, and the Pleaſures of Inſanity con- 

cerning Scortatory Love. | 15 
Various other Works of the Author are Tranſ- 
lating, and will ſpeedily be Publiſhed, as 
alſo the Continuation of the Arcana Cæ- 
leſtia, which will IN E. 12 7 — Form- 
ng of itſelf a complete Library of Divinity. 
M of 140 — — are printed and ſold 
. Hindmarſh, printer in London 


i 
ojr 0 
Alſo, 


Hymns for the New eruſalem. 6 
7 fc 3 


e Magazine of Knowledge for the New 
F alem, 20 numbers, complete in two 
014. 10 
New Jeruſalem Journal, in 10 numbers, 1 
ol. | 
Letters to the Rev. Dr. Prieſtley, wherein - 
all his Objefttons to the Divinity of Jeſus 
_ Chrift and to the Spirituality of the Sa- 


cred Scriptures are completely anſwered, - 5 
The following have been printed and publiſhed in Ame- 
rica. 


True Chriſtian Religion, or Univerſal Theol- 
ogy of the New Church, foretold by the 
Lord, in Daniel, Chap. vii. 19, 14. and in 
the Apocalypſe, Chap. xxii. 1, 2. Third 
Editian. By F. Bailey. At Philadelphia. 

Doctrine of Life for the New Jeruſalem. 
By Ditto. 

The Heavenly Doctrine of the New 72 alem, 
without ths Extrafts Fiſth Edition. 


At Boſton. 2 3 


The 


CATALOGUE, 4. 


The firſt and ſecond Chapters of Artana Calef- 
ta. 5 1 4 
i work will be continued. 


C. e 
2 4 


Alſo, « Dialogue concerning the Sacrament, 


between a Father and his Son : By the Rev. 
1. Clowes, M. A. by 
The Divinity of the Redeemer, 1 
the uſe of Children, by 1 Holden, M. D. 
The firſt and ſecond Parts of the * of 
Angels concerning the Divine Lo 
Divine Wiſdom, . 
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